
March 25, 2020

Dear Shalom School Families,

I hope that you are doing well and staying safe and healthy during this challenging time.  Many
of you have been in touch to share how impressed you have been by our faculty and staff as
they have continued to provide instruction, maintain connections to you and your children, and
create as much a sense of consistency and normalcy as possible.  I am grateful for your kind
words and even more proud of their incredible work.

You must be as anxious as I am to know what the future holds, and, if you are like me, the fact
that everything still seems to be changing daily (or even hourly), is likely a source of
stress.  Based upon our current understanding of the COVID-19 situation and local and state
directives, we are planning to keep our campus closed at least until the end of our scheduled
Passover break, April 17, 2020.  We will continue to monitor the situation and make decisions
about when to reopen as we get additional information.

We will continue to offer robust distance learning each school day until we begin Passover
break.  We will suspend all distance learning activities during Passover break, April 8 – 17,
2020.  We have learned quite a lot in just the first week of remote instruction, and we are
grateful for your feedback and encourage you to keep letting us know about your
experience.  Last week, we focused primarily on asynchronous learning, using various online
platforms to share lessons, assignments, videos, and activities.  This week, all our elementary
teachers and many of our ECE teachers have been extending our program even further as we
begin introducing synchronous learning opportunities, primarily using the Zoom platform, to
hold classes, circle times, and student meetings.  

Synchronous learning, which happens in real time, can be challenging for both students and
teachers, and I ask that you are patient with us (and with the technology and wifi connections) as
we all get used to this new platform.  To start with, teachers will schedule one or two sessions to
orient the students (and parents of younger students) to the technology.  We will continue to
assess how the learning progresses and keep you posted on what to expect as we move forward.

We know that not all families will be able to have their children sign on to Zoom meetings at
specific times, and we also expect that there may be some technical challenges even for those
who can.  Teachers will continue to rely on the asynchronous technology we are already using to
make sure that all students have access to assignments, activities, and enrichment, and where
possible, we will record Zoom meetings and send out links so that students who missed the
meeting can still view it later.

I remain so grateful to our teachers and staff, and to you, our partners in educating your
children.  Please do not hesitate to be in touch with us with any questions or concerns.

L’shalom,

Nancy
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