
Orthodox Microphone
Sound System

Only this year Aish will allow the use of an orthodox Microphone system imported from Israel.

Relying upon rulings by decision makers such as Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli, Isser Yehuda Unterman 
and Rav Haim David HaLevi, the Zomet microphone uses only transistors “without any glowing 
[or ‘burning’] elements;” is turned on by an automatic “Shabbat timer;” and, once turned on, 
“current �ows continuously in the system,”

The "Shabbat Microphone" was developed at The Zomet Institute, based on rulings by the late 
Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli and others who accepted his opinion. How have the problems of using such 
a system on Shabbat been resolved?

The system uses only transistors, without any glowing (or "burning") elements at all.

No electric current is ever manually turned on. It is turned on by a Shabbat timer, and once it is 
on the current �ows continuously in the system.

The microphone is not "dynamic" (creating a new current when it operates) but is based on the 
use of a condenser (there is a continuous current which is modi�ed by the sound of speech). 
This is essentially the same type of microphone as used in hearing aids. All prominent halachic 
authorities permit the use of hearing aids on Shabbat (including speaking directly into the ear of 
somebody �tted with such a device).

The systems are used for speech only and not for music. According to halachic rulings, an 
ampli�er is not considered a "musical instrument."

All the lights and displays are disconnected, as are internal electronic circuits which are modi�ed 
by the speaker's voice.

The system is locked, without any possibility of changing the settings on Shabbat. The on-o� 
switches on the microphones are also disconnected.

In case of a disturbance or intolerable noise, the system can be turned o� using a gramma 
(indirect action) switch. It cannot be turned on again, since the only way to reset the system is 
with a special key held by a person of authority, such as the rabbi. Thus, there is no need to fear 
that someone will attempt to �x the system on Shabbat.


