
Haverim, 

We are thrilled to report that, despite what you hear in the news, Israel, with all of its 
challenges, is very much alive and well. Twenty-nine of us spent ten days on the ground in 
Israel, meeting fascinating people, seeing incredible sights, and eating the most incredible 
food. Israel is vibrant, crowded, and compelling as ever. 
      
Rather than detailing our itinerary (we will have a full report on Sunday, Dec. 18, as part of 
our First Night of Chanukah program), I thought I might share with you an underlying theme 
of our trip: people making a difference. During our visits at Israeli organizations, we 
discovered that Israel is a country where someone, at some point in time, saw a need and 
decided "I want to do something to meet that need"...and the rest is history. Let me share a 
few examples. 
     
Yad LaKashish, Lifeline for the Old, is an organization that engages older adults in special 
handicrafts. The center is located in an older neighborhood of Jerusalem and has several 
workshops in which older adults, mostly immigrants to Israel, create wonderful pieces of 
Judaica, working in metal, ceramics, and embroidery. In addition to gainful employment, the 
center provides meals and care for the elderly residents of Jerusalem. The center 
features an expansive gift shop from which members of our group purchased many fine 
pieces of Judaic handicraft to bring back with us to our homes in Venice. 
     
Yad LaKashish was started by one woman, schoolteacher Myriam Mendilow. She started the 
organization in the early 1960s, a time when many elderly people in Jerusalem were living in 
poverty. Inspired by one of the pillars of tzedakah, "helping others help themselves," she 
opened a small bookbinding workshop where eight elderly men were trained in the craft. 
Local schools brought tattered books from their libraries to be rebound for a small fee. The 
children from the schools bonded with the elderly craftsmen. Almost sixty years later, Yad 
LaKashish has expanded to over 10 workshops working with more than 300 elderly 
individuals. 
    
Na Laga'at or Please Touch is a nonprofit organization founded in 2002 as a first of its kind in 
the world ensemble, whose actors are all deaf and/or blind (double disability). The 
organization established a unique cultural center at the Levantbondet House in the Port of 
Jaffa in Tel Aviv. The center is a creative arts platform promoting open dialogue. This 
approach helps lead to social change based on belief in the human spirit and its ability to 
reach out and make a change. 
    
Na Laga'at was founded by Adina Tal, a playwright and actress, who immigrated to Israel 
from Switzerland at the age of 20. Adina found herself working at a center for the deaf and 
blind as a side job. She was so motivated by her work with these people that she decided to 
devote her life to breaking down the boundaries between "the abled" and "the disabled." 
    
Our group was lucky enough to participate in an Israeli sign language workshop with two of 
the deaf staff at the center. We learned, laughed, and shared a loving hour with these two 



incredible young ladies. Following the workshop, we had an amazing dinner at the center and 
engaged in sign language with the staff who served us graciously. 
    
Israel is a country with truly breathtaking scenery and incredible historical sights. Still, it is the 
people of Israel who truly grab your heart. We were blessed to hear their stories and to 
witness the miracles that they have wrought. 
    
We look forward to sharing more about our trip to Israel on Sunday late afternoon, Dec. 18, 
as part of our JCV Chanukah celebration (details to follow soon).  

B'shalom, 

Rabbi Ben Shull 

Cantor Marci Vitkus 


