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Jewish  
Congregation  

of Venice 

On behalf  
of the Board of 

Directors, Clergy, 
the JCV and 
L’Chaim staff,  

we would like to  
wish you a  
very Happy  

Father’s Day!  
“Any man  

can be a father.  
It takes  

someone special 
to be a dad.” 

As We Look Ahead to the High Holy Days 5781 
 

Although it's only the beginning of June, we at the JCV, as usual, 
are looking ahead to the High Holy Days.  Of course, the Covid-19 
crisis has made advance planning this year even more crucial. 
How are we going to handle this extremely important season in 
our lives during this time of pandemic and great uncertainty?  We 
have been discussing the important question among our 
leadership and consulting with congregations throughout our 
region as well as across the country.  

 

As of this date, we have come to the following conclusions: first, 
we are assuming that the health concerns brought on by the 
coronavirus will still be with us in September and therefore we must 
begin to plan accordingly.  Conducting High Holy Day services 
and ceremonies on-line, whether live-streamed or videotaped, 
seems to be the reality. Second, sadly, (as you can read in the 
Cantor's article), we will not have a choir as part of our High Holy 
Day experience.  Third, we are exploring creative ways of bringing 
meaning to our High Holy Days be it in our individual homes or our 
spiritual home (the JCV sanctuary).  Fourth, we are not completely 
eliminating the possibility of gathering together physically with 
appropriate precaution. We are working on several contingencies, 
but, unfortunately, as of this moment, we are doubtful that such 
plans will be implemented.  Of course, we will keep you apprised 
of the latest developments from health authorities. Though the 
experience will certainly be different, and we will miss some of our 
traditions.  We hope that we can add new dimensions to our time 
together over the High Holy Days and it will lift us up and enable us 
to face the new year with courage and renewed hope.  Please 
know that we invite your thoughts on the High Holy Days 5781.  
Contact us via email or phone. 
 

B'shalom, 

Rabbi Ben Shull      Cantor Marci Vitkus    Harvey Cohen, President 

rabbi@thejcv.org   cantor@thejcv.org president@thejcv.org 

mailto:rabbi@thejcv.org
mailto:cantor@thejcv.org
mailto:president@thejcv.org
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ABBY’S 
 on Miami 

Classic & Contemporary American Fare 
Cocktails 

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
220 Miami Ave., W., Venice  941-484-5187 

$10.99 
Lube-Oil-Filter 

+ tax & waste fee 
Includes: Free tire rotation, brake &  

20 pt. inspection, up to 5 qts. oil.  
*Most cars and small trucks only. 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
*Synthetic Oil Extra. Expires: 12/31/2020  

FL STATE MV - 08413 

http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
mailto:jcvlchaim@gmail.com
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A COMMUNITY OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

RITUAL COMMITTEE HAPPENINGS 
 

SHULL TO SHUL  

(continued on page 11) 

CANTOR’S CORNER 

(continued on page 11) 

Be It Ever So Holy, There is No Place Like Home 

 

Who can possibly forget the closing scene of “The Wizard of Oz" 
when Dorothy "returns" to her Kansas farmhouse, sees her family 

and friends, and then says, as only Judy 
Garland could, "There's no place like 
home!” That important realization, “Be it 
ever so humble, there’s no place like 
home”, is central to the movie classic.  The 
centrality of home is also a vital part of 
Jewish tradition but rather than “Be it ever 
so humble…”, Jewish tradition declares, 
"Be it ever so holy, there is no place like 
home.”  Home is where all the treasures 
lie.  

As we are all spending much more time at 
home together during these challenging days, it is vital to 
consider the place of home in our lives. Yes, home may be 
where the heart is, but home can also be "where the heartache 
is."  And tragically, home may be "where the loneliness is" and 
home may be "where the abuse is." 

In Leviticus 27:14, we read, “If anyone makes his home holy to 
the Lord…”  The Jewish sages and rabbis understood these 
words to mean that the home is the starting point for holiness, 
the starting point for God in our lives.  The home, in Rabbinic 
parlance, is the mikdash me’at, the small sanctuary.  More than 
the synagogue or even the traditional study hall (bet midrash), 
the home is the place where God can be and must be found. 

 

This is an important teaching because it is true and because it is 
counter-intuitive.  For many of us, home, far from being a place 
of sanctity, is a place where we can let loose and where we can 
be unrestrained. As Westerners, we are taught home is our castle 
and we are its kings and queens, doing as we please.  To think of 
our home as a place of restraint and place of dedicating 
ourselves to Someone higher than ourselves is foreign and odd. 

 

 V’Eesh ki yadkish et baytoh … and that is why the Hebrew verse 
states “yakdish,” to make your home holy, you, I, we have to act 
affirmatively, to create a holy home.   There are several key 
steps, initial steps, to making a home holy, to sensing God’s 
presence in our homes. 

 

1. How we speak– We speak to one another with many more 
words of kindness than words of rebuke, with many more words 
of respect than words of chastisement 
2. How we listen– Listen rather than ignore.  We need more 
thoughtful attention and less distraction by putting down the 
newspaper and the smartphone, turning off the TV and putting 
down the video game controller. We must all work to truly be 
present for the other members of our household. 
3. How we wake up- Our mornings must be filled with extra 
patience and understanding. 
4. How we go to sleep-Our nighttime must be filled with overt 
gratitude and appreciation. 

It has been said that the High 
Holy Days, the Yamim Noraim, 
are like the Jewish clergy’s 
April 15. We have a deadline 
that races up to us as it gets 
closer.  

Well, my 
‘Tax Day ‘is 
only 3 
months 
away now. 
And I feel it 
sprinting at 
me. What is 
different 
this year is 
that it is yelling something 
completely different.  It is 
shouting, “You do not get to 
stay the course this year. You 
need to think outside the box. 
You need to dig deep and 
figure out WHAT your role is all 
about.” 

Usually I start in June by getting 
music folders in order for (and 
with) the High Holy Day choir. I 
spend countless hours 
organizing and choosing 
music, rehearsing the choir, 
and then coordinating with the 
Rabbi. But the reality is that 
there will be no choir. This 
novel virus, this strange new 
visitor, is saying, “No.” It is not a 
maybe. It is not signaling it can 
be done with caution. It is flat 
out telling me, “It is not safe 
and it cannot be done. 
Period.” 

In all my years attending shul 
on the High Holy Days, there 
has ALWAYS been a choir. That 
nagging ‘Tax Day’ voice is now 
saying, “What are you going to 
do to give life to the music? 
How can you make it special 
and unique? People are going 
to feel loss.” We already do, 
but Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur carry such deep 
significance for most of us. It is 

http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
mailto:jcvlchaim@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@thejcv.org
mailto:cantor@thejcv.org
mailto:rabbi@thejcv.org
mailto:cantor@thejcv.org
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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 
2020-2021 JCV BOARD MEMBERS 

President Harvey Cohen 
1st Vice President Steve Kleinglass 
2nd Vice President Lou Jefko 

Secretary Judy Haran 
Treasurer Sam Gurian  

Parliamentarian Annette Blum 
Immediate Past 

President 
Maxine Arkin 

Member at Large Eli Rapaport  
Member at Large Cynthia Greene 

Adult Education Yehuda Salu 

House and 
Grounds 

David Cook 

Ritual Susan Litwer 
Membership Nessa Kleinglass 

Sisterhood Debbie Jefko 
Ways and Means TBA 

CLERGY 
Rabbi Benjamin Shull 

Cantor Marci Vitkus 
PROFESSIONAL STAFF 

Office Administrator Beata Hulliger  

Office Staff Lynda LaRocca 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

Adult Education Yehuda Salu 
Caring Sue Aaron 
Events Mardi Skoegard 

Membership Nessa Kleinglass 
Men’s Club Stephen Weiss 

Ritual Susan Litwer 
Security Eli Rapaport 

Ways and Means TBA 
AFFILIATES 

Jewish War Veterans, 
Post 941 

Robert Aaron, 
Commander 

Sisterhood Debbie Jefko 
President 

JCV OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 am to 1:00 pm  
JEWISH CONGREGATION OF VENICE 

We are a Congregation that Embraces 
Jewish Diversity -  

A Place of Jewish Belonging 

Jewish  
Congregation  

of Venice 

Dear JCV Family, 

I hope this note finds all of you safe and 
healthy. Please remember, if you require any 
assistance, just give me call. If you feel ill, 
please contact your doctor immediately.  

If you are counting, we closed our doors for 
onsite services and functions at the JCV on 
March 13. By the time you read this, we will 
have been closed for eleven weeks. Looking 

back to our Food Festival, none of us could have imagined or 
predicted what has transpired in the world, United States, or 
even our beloved JCV. 

During the past eleven weeks, the clergy and JCV Board 
have been actively identifying ways of enhancing 
communication with our congregants. I would like to thank 
Stephanie Sondock for her knowledge of website design and 
navigating the internet. With her knowledge and assistance, 
we now have a fully functioning JCV website and have 
become experts on Zoom meetings. On May 8, we 
livestreamed our first Shabbat service. In addition, with 
assistance from Nessa, we have introduced our JCV content 
management software, ShulCloud. With these additions, we 
are now able to provide all congregants access to their 
personal information and an enhanced capability of services 
such as making donations online as well as paying your 2020-
2021 dues through the website. If you have not participated 
in a JCV Zoom meeting, I strongly encourage you to try it. 
Please visit our website, www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org, 
as we have many videos and audio recordings you may 
enjoy. 

As mentioned in my video broadcast, I have identified an ad-
hoc committee consisting of our clergy, the four officers of 
the JCV, and myself. It is our objective to have plans in place 
to ensure we have a safe and healthy environment once we 
determine when it will be safe to reopen the JCV. In addition, 
the Ritual Committee under the leadership of Susan Litwer, 
has been charged with developing a safe process for 
conducting services that will be in place when we reopen. 
We are evaluating guidelines from several sources including 
federal, state, and local government agencies, along with 
Jewish organizations both in our area and congregations 
nationally, before we reopen. 

Currently our status is that the JCV is closed to all congregants 
and guests until further notice. Our clergy and a small group 
of five have been authorized to record our Friday evening 
services where we adhere to proper distancing and observe 
all safety and health guidelines. We will keep you informed 
via online videos and weekly updates. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact me by email or phone. 

Be safe and stay healthy. 

Thank you, 
Harvey Cohen 

President, Jewish Congregation of Venice 
President@thejcv.org 

L’Chaim (To Life) is published  
each month by:  

The Jewish Congregation of Venice  
600 N. Auburn Road, Venice, FL 34292  

Phone: (941) 484-2022  
E-mail: office@thejcv.org  

 

Website: 
www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org  

 

Copy is due before the1st of the month for 
entry in the following month’s issue. 

jcvlchaim@gmail.com 
 

EDITOR:  
Debbie Jefko 

 

ASSISTANT EDITORS:  
Lou Jefko 

Cynthia Greene 

http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
mailto:jcvlchaim@gmail.com
mailto:president@thejcv.org
mailto:president@thejcv.org
mailto:treasurer@thejcv.org
mailto:susansanlitwerpc@gmail.com
mailto:membership@thejcv.org
mailto:rabbi@thejcv.org
mailto:cantor@thejcv.org
mailto:jcvenice2@gmail.com
mailto:jcvenice2@gmail.com
mailto:membership@thejcv.org
mailto:susansanlitwerpc@gmail.com
http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
mailto:President@thejcv.org
mailto:president@thejcv.org
mailto:jcvenice2@gmail.com
http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
mailto:jcvlchaim@gmail.com


 

5   Visit us at www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org or e-mail us at jcvlchaim@gmail.com   

 RITUAL COMMITTEE NEWS MEMORIAL PARK COMMITTEE  
  

The Holocaust 
Memorial Garden 
was recently 
beautified by Robert 
Toale and Sons. All 
the bronze plaques 
were beautifully 
restored. For those 
who do not know 
where the Memorial 
Garden is located, a 
sign has been 
installed to guide a 
person towards the 
rear of the Memorial 
Park. It is located on the left side.  The project will be 
completed when the coronavirus subsides. I invite all who 
have not viewed the Memorial Garden to visit.   

When a person dies, it is the duty of the Memorial Park 
committee to locate the correct grave site. This task 
sometimes takes 20 to 30 minutes. We are in the process of 
purchasing markers to be placed on all grave sites so they 
can be easily recognized.  

The beautification of the Memorial Park is ongoing to provide 
a respite for those who visit their loved ones. Opportunities for 

memorializing 
a loved one is 
available 
through a 
donation for 
benches and 
more trees to 
create a more 
inviting 
environment. 
This may be 
something you 
may like to 
consider. 

ShulCloud is in 
operation and 
the Memorial 
Park will be in 
the process of 
putting all our 
records online.  

If anyone has 
any questions 
please contact 
David Cook, 
Chairman.    

New Directional Sign to the JCV 
Holocaust Memorial 

JCV Memorial to Honor Holocaust Victims 

 In this extremely difficult time of 
“social distancing,” our building 
still remains off limits to us.  But 
thanks to the brilliance of all 
involved with ShulCloud, 
YouTube and Zoom, especially 
Stephanie Sondock and Nessa 
Kleinglass, our amazing Rabbi 
and Cantor were able to 
provide us with phenomenal 
Friday evening Shabbat 
Services. We also enjoyed a 
Passover Seder, replete with a 
Haggadah for the occasion.  
Our Congregants were able to 
download it from the JCV 
website.  Special thanks also go 
to Leigh Cohen and Cantor 
Marci for assembling a Siddur, 
which enabled Congregants to 
download it from our 
website. Cantor Marci has 
graced our site with a list of 
many beautiful songs she has 
assembled. We also must thank 
Beata for her invaluable 
assistance.  

We have now begun 
livestreaming Shabbat Services. 
Congregants will be kept 
advised of this by use of blasts 
through email.  

Rabbi Shull’s Torah class 
continues full “stream” ahead 
on Thursdays from 2-3. If you 
want to participate, send him 
an email (rabbi@thejcv.org) 
and he will send you an 
invitation to join the group.  

The committee has recently 
met, and discussions have 
begun about High Holy Day 
Services.  At this time there are 
no definite plans and you will 
be kept informed. We would 
like to hear from YOU, our 
Congregants, about what your 
favorite parts of High Holy Day 
Services are and what you 
would like to see and hear in 
the event that they are 
streamed, “YouTubed” or 
“Zoomed.”  Please feel free to 
reach out to me at 
susansanlitwerpc@gmail.com. 

http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
mailto:jcvlchaim@gmail.com
mailto:Rabbi@JCV.org
mailto:Rabbi@JCV.org
mailto:susansanlitwerpc@gmail.com
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A COMMUNITY OF CARING 
 

“The gift of a donation to the 

JCV to honor or remember 

family, friends and special 

events and occasions, is a 

meaningful recognition that 

will last forever…” 

 

SUNSHINE  
 

Support the JCV and save a trip to the card store!  We have get 

well, condolences, simchas and friendship cards.  Order them 

from Sunshine Chair, Vicki Solomon at sailingvicki@gmail.com or 
call 941-492-5043.  Send a check for $5 for each card and mark it 

“Sunshine Card” to the JCV: 

(continued on page 12) 

NEW MEMBER PROFILE 

Recovery:  
To: Josh Greenspan from Will and Joyce Lyons 
 
Congratulations: 
To: Stephanie and Joanne Sondock in honor of doing good deeds 
from Barbara Swartz 
To: Susan Kohnstam Thank-you for making face masks to help 
prevent virus spreading. Much appreciation from Joyce and Will 
Lyons, Bobbie and Jim Nolan, Henry and Linda Werner 

To: Sandra Waldman Happy Birthday from Sheila Rosen 

DONATIONS 

 

A special thank you to the 
following people who 
donated their Seder money 
to the JCV: 

Mardi Skoegard, Barbara 
Swartz, Judith Zangwill, Eli 
and Judy Rapaport, Harvey 
and Leigh Cohen, Sam and 
Peggy Gurian, David and 
Arlene Borans, Marc and 
Meg Antine, Mark and Judith 
Chase 

 

Mother’s Day Donations: 

Myra Silverstein, Robert and 
Susan Aaron, David and 
Arlene Borans, Sam and 
Peggy Gurian, Edward and 
Marlene Lipman, Larry and 
Debbie Levine, Susan Litwer, 
Lou and Debbie Jefko, Craig 
and Celia Marion, Mardi 
Skoegard, David and Julie 
Mendelowitz, Faye Rossman, 
Harvey and Leigh Cohen, 
Dee Andrews, Barry Bye 

Richard and Barbara Moitoza 
to the general fund 

Dee Andrews in honor of 
Bobbie Nolan, Judy Rapaport 
and Susan Kohnstam, for their 
help during the pandemic 

Aaron and Deborah Rosen, 
Vicki Solomon, Allen and 
Rhoda Katz, in honor of Susan 
Kohnstam 

 

Father’s Day Donations 
(through 5/15/20): 

Janet Wagman, Myra 
Silverstein, Barry Bye, Larry 
and Debbie Levine, Debbie 
and Lou Jefko, Vicki 
Solomon, Peggy and Sam 
Gurian  

Lea Sherman 

Lea was born and raised in Milwaukee, WI.  She graduated from 
Milwaukee Area Technical College with a degree in Practical 
Nursing.  When Lea married Robert, they moved to the Miami area 
where Lea attended the Miami Dade Community College, 
graduated with an AA degree and went on to become a 
Registered Nurse.  The Orlando area was their next home and they 
then moved to Brazil for 2 

years. Returning to Miami, Lea 
worked at South Miami 
Hospital for 30 years as an RN.  
When it was time to retire, Lea 
and Robert decided that since 
they had honeymooned at 
Longboat Key and fell in love 

with this coast, they would 
move to Venice.  Lea is now a 
widow, but she keeps busy 
playing Mah Jongg, doing 
water aerobics, tricycle riding 
around her community, 
dancing, traveling, and 

attending live theater when 
possible.  Although a new JCV 
member, Lea has been an extremely active Sisterhood member 
for several years as well as a familiar face at the bake sale table 
during our Food Festivals. We look forward to getting to know Lea 
at our JCV services and many activities.  Welcome to our family, 

Lea! 

 -Bobbie Cohen Nolan 

http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
mailto:jcvlchaim@gmail.com
mailto:sailingvicki@gmail.com
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CelebratingCelebrating  FathersFathers  

Looking down at my hand I notice how time 
has gone by… 

Surprisingly adult sized with wrinkles that seem 
to have unknowingly appeared… 

So many years have passed from when it was 
just a smooth, pudgy little fist enveloped by 
daddy’s ever warm hands...I called him “my 
radiator” 

Life changes as I head off to college…  
hearing that sweet gentle voice on the phone 
ask how school is going and if I am happy… 

Always caring for my best interests…always 
feeling his pride in my accomplishments… 

Walking me down the aisle at my wedding or 
radiant at the prospect of becoming a 
grandfather…perhaps great-grandfather 

(which he would have adored) 

Beaming at the sight of his grandchildren and 
watching that pride shine in his beautiful blue 
eyes… 

Tears cloud my own as I recall sitting by his 
bedside and knowing that the time for us to 
part was imminent, but still those warm hands 
held on tight as I felt his love envelope me 

We will always have the memories of the 
man…Daddy, Dad, Grandpa or Papa…  

It makes no difference what he was called  

He will always have that special place in all 
our hearts… and we are thankful for that…  

Happy Father’s Day Dad! Love abounds… 

-Debbie Jefko 

Vicki Lynn Solomon in memory of my father, 
Albert Green 
 

Elissa Bendit in memory of my father,  
Sidney Bendit 
 

Robert Aaron in memory of my father,  
Albert A. Aaron 
 

Susan Aaron in memory of my father,  
Max H. Chernoff 
 

Debbie Jefko in memory of my father,  
Herman Siegal 
 

Lou Jefko in memory of my father,  
Berek Drzevko 
 

Susan Litwer in memory of my father,  
Philip Litwer 
 

Barry Bye in memory of my father,  
Herman Bye 
 

Cynthia Greene in memory of my father, 
Herman Snider 
 

Harvey Greene in memory of my father,  
Eli Greene 
 

Sam Gurian in memory of my father,  
Dr. Sydney H. Gurian 
 

Peggy Gurian in memory of my father,  
John H. Clancy 
 

Memories of Dad 

http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
mailto:jcvlchaim@gmail.com
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CelebratingCelebrating  FathersFathers  

 

Rabbi Ben Shull and family in memory of my 
father, Samuel Shull 
 

Dr. Stacy Lang and family in memory of my 
father, Peter Schwartzman 
 

Alma Rogers in memory of my father,  
Russell Pollack 
 

Bruce Sprague in memory of my father,  
Arthur Sprague 
 

Karla Sprague in memory of my father,  
L. Schwartz 
 

Harriet Schaeffer in memory of my father, 
Isadore Berkowitz 
 

Jules Schaeffer in memory of my father, 
Arnold Schaeffer 

Arlene Borans in memory of my father,  
Sidney Sugarman 
 

Dave Borans in memory of my father,  
Louis H. Borans 
 

Barbara Swartz in memory of my father,  
Morris Cooper 
 

The Swartz family in memory of their father, 
Kenneth Swartz 
 

Baila Miller in memory of my father,  
Herschel Wlodawski 
 

Mark Schuldinger in memory of my father, 
Max Schuldinger 
 

Janet Turow in memory of my father,  
Sam Beletz 

Mardi Skoegard in memory of my father, 
Marvin Konigsburg 
 

Jack Mallinger in memory of my father, 
Samuel Mallinger 
 

Myra Silverstein in memory of my father, 
Emanuel Hagler 
 

Barry Buchman in memory of my father,  
David Buchman 
 

Bettye Buchman in memory of my father, 
Samuel Rosenberg 
 

Ellen Schenker Papetti in memory of my father, 
Manuel Jacob Schenker 
 

Lucy Hirsh in memory of my father,  
Morris Krupka 
 

Janet Wagman in memory of my father,  
Philip Lewis Markowitz 
 

Annette Blum in memory of my father,  
Joel Blum 
 

Dr. Samuel Landa in memory of my father, 
Leib Landa 
 

Joan Attenberg in memory of my father, 
Morris Schwartz 
 

Steve Attenberg in memory of my father, 
Sidney Attenberg 

http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
mailto:jcvlchaim@gmail.com
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CelebratingCelebrating  FathersFathers  

Larry Levine in memory of my father,  
Edward Levine 
 

Debbie Levine in memory of my father,  
Leon Rosenfeld 
 

Dave Elson in memory of my father,  
Harry Elson 
 

Ilene Bisogno in memory of my father,  
Hank Hauer 
 

Caren Carr in memory of my father,  
Abe Casel 
 

Eli Rapaport in memory of my father,  
Rubin Rapaport 
 

Judy Coe Rapaport in memory of my father, 
James Reuben Coe 

Rona Feldman Herdman in memory of my 
father, Isadore Feldman 
 

Linda Werner in memory of my father,  
Stanford C. Stone 
 

Henry Werner in memory of my father,  
George Werner 
 

Michelle Werner Davis in honor of my father, 
Henry Werner 
 

Marci Vitkus in honor of my father,  
Joel Reznick 
 

Robin Williams in memory of my father,  
Jesse Taub 
 

David S. Mendelowitz in memory of my father, 
Monroe R. Mendelowitz 

Julie T. Mendelowitz in memory of my father, 
Raymond R. Westphal 
 

Ruth Bauers in memory of my father,  
Samuel Markman  
 

Sandra Mirhige in memory of my father,  
Jacob Levine 
 

Stephen Weiss in memory of my father, 
Herman Weiss 
 

Susan Kohnstam in memory of my father, 
Solomon Stieglitz 
 

Pieter Kohnstam in memory of my father,  
Hans Kohnstam 
 

Pieter Kohnstam in memory of my stepfather, 
Carlos Meerapfel 
 

Harvey Cohen in memory of my father,  
Max Cohen 
 

Leigh Cohen in memory of my father,  
Herman Cohen Mack 
 

Michael Spiegelman in memory of my father, 
Joseph Spiegelman 
 

Martha Spiegelman in memory of my father, 
Robert Barnes 
 

Sy Rubenstein in memory of my father,  
Ben Barish Rubenstein 

http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
mailto:jcvlchaim@gmail.com


 

10   Visit us at www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org or e-mail us at jcvlchaim@gmail.com   

CELEBRATIONS 

June Birthdays  

Jerome Stoltz  7 

Kae Ellen Englander 8 

Ilene Shapiro 13 

Liz Gellis 14 

Ruth Young 15 

Allen Kramer 15 

Bernard Meyers 15 

Nessa Kleinglass 16 

Will Lyons 16 

Jules Schaeffer 17 

June Anniversaries   

Edward and Eileen Bradbury 2 

Warren and Christine Beiderman 5 

Andy and Marci Vitkus 6 

Jack and Irma Rapaport 7 

Irwin and Lidia Jacobs 7 

Rick and Marla Lien 8 

Bruce and Amanda Capsuto 8 

Murray and Fredda Kanetsky 10 

Seymour and Sandy Waldman 11 

Howard and Caryl Sandler 11 

Howard and Debbie Weiner 12 

Henry and Linda Werner 14 

Meg and Marc Antine 14 

Larry and Deborah Levine 15 

Norman and Linda Guy 16 

Peter and Suzy Phillipes 16 

Daniel and Holly Meyer 16 

Rod and Carol Ann Margolis 17 

Steve and Joan Attenberg 17 

Richard and Julia Hyman 20 

Arthur and Lynne Firester 21 

Harry and Fran Hertz 21 

Mitchell and Carol Rabinowitz 21 

David and Vicki Brostrom 22 

Stephen and Sandra Weiss 24 

Richard and Toni Gortz 24 

Ron and Mary Ellen Shapiro 24 

Richard and Linda Diamond 24 

David and Barbara Goldstein 25 

Victor and Judy Haran 29 

Martin and Edythe Wolf 29 

Arnold Barish 29 

Edward Bradbury 18 

Pieter Kohnstam 18 

Sandra Jordan 19 

Herman Miller 20 

Gerald Ronkin 22 

Lucy Hirsch 23 

Meg Antine 23 

Sam Landa 24 

Nancy Perlow 26 

Daniel Stenman 29 

Thank You, Susan 

Our first “Hero of the 
JCV” certainly needs no 
introduction.  This is to 
recognize Susan 
Kohnstam for her service 
to JCV members and 
the community.  Susan 
has fabricated over 500 
masks during this very 
difficult time and simply 
given them away to 
anyone who has asked.  
The only thing she 
requested was elastic to 
keep her project on-
going.   Recently she 
delivered masks to the 

employees of her local Publix store to thank them for 
their service to her neighbors, Tidewell Hospice, Venice 
Hospital, Venice Fire Department and Venice Quilt 
Guild.  The Quilt Guild then delivers them to agencies in 
need.  Susan and her husband, Pieter, are long-time 
members who have been found at the JCV on many 
occasions whether it is Shabbat services, Crafty Mavens, 
Sisterhood events, Food Festival…and we could go on.  
Thank you so much for your caring and generosity.  We 
are so proud of you and your commitment to others.  
Susan, you are truly a “Woman of Valor” and we, at the 
JCV, are so proud of you. 

http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
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5. How we eat- We must eat 
less “on the run,” less in front of 
the “boob tube” and more in 
front of one another.  We must 
experience the spirit of 
enjoyment, savoring the food 
and the company. 
6. How we play- Together or 
separately?  To win or to 
enjoy? 

Now, you might be saying to 
yourself, “What do these steps 
have to do with finding God, 
they’re all about finding one 
another?”  And yes, that is 
true, but I come from a 
tradition that holds fervently to 
belief that God is found in the 
faces of those who are closest 
to us.  If we ignore those 
nearest to us, then we have 
obscured God as well.      

The following story is told of 
the great Lithuanian Rabbi 
Israel Salanter. 

While on a lecture tour, this 
nineteenth-century Rabbi 
accepted a man’s invitation 
for a Sabbath dinner. As he 
and his host were preparing to 
sit down for the meal, the man 
threw an angry fit at his wife 
for forgetting to cover the 
challot (loaves of Sabbath 
bread). Wounded by her 

husband’s words and 
ashamed in the presence of 
their distinguished guest, the 
woman ran off to the kitchen 
and remained there. Rabbi 
Salanter, shocked by the 
man’s behavior, leaned over 
and said to him, “Excuse me, 
but I’m getting older and my 
memory is weakening. Could 
you remind me of the reason 
we cover the challot until after 
we recite the Kiddush (the 
sanctification of the Sabbath 
wine)?"     

The man, proud to be of 
assistance to such a 
prominent sage, explained 
the symbolism behind the 
custom, “ The challot are 
covered so that they are 
spared the “embarrassment” 
of being exposed while all the 
ritual attention is being 
focused on the wine….” After 
he finished, Rabbi Salanter 
rose and rebuked him: “You 
are so meticulous about a 
mere custom of not 
“embarrassing” a loaf of 
bread. And yet you are so 
quick and ready to dishonor 
your wife and hurt her feelings. 
I cannot eat with you.” Only 
when the man hurried into the 
kitchen and pleaded with his 
wife to forgive him did Rabbi 

Salanter consent to remain. 
 
Husbands cherishing their 
wives, wives loving their 
husbands, children respecting 
their fathers and revering their 
mothers, parents nurturing and 
teaching their children… these 
are all necessary elements of 
creating a holy home.  Also, 
lighting Shabbat candles, 
affixing a mezuzah and 
creating a Jewish home library 
are ways of turning a house 
into a sacred home.  And, of 
course, home is not only a 
structure.  Home is the 
connections we make, 
especially when we are living 
alone, with friends or other 
dear ones.  And, thank God, 
we live in an age when 
technology enables us not 
only to “phone home” but to 
"Zoom" home as well. 
 
Many search far and wide to 
find God, to find meaning and 
to find purpose in their lives. 
But, as Dorothy reminded us, 
you really do not have to look 
any further than your own 
backyard.  Be it ever so holy… 
there is no place like home. 

B'shalom, 

Ben 

SHULL TO SHUL  

(continued from page 3) 

CANTOR’S CORNER 

(continued from page 3) 

a time of year that connects us, l’dor vador, all the way back to our great grandparents and 
beyond. 

But I know that despite the disconcerting feeling we get when change is thrust upon us, we need to 
welcome the change. Invite it in like the Sabbath Bride who we so warmly welcome during the 
L’cha Dodi. Boi Kallah! Come in, oh lovely Bride! 

So now my ‘Tax Day’ preparation swivels and I need to rethink everything.   

I ask you, dear congregant, take a moment to reflect on the feelings of the New Year. What do you 
look forward to? Yearn for?  What makes the High Holy Days HOLY for you? 

Let me know.  

Cantor Marci 
cantor@thejcv.org 

http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
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A COMMUNITY OF ENGAGEMENT 

SISTERHOOD 

(continued from page 6) 

Steve Shoub in memory of his 
wife, Dr. Christine Shoub 

Carol Ann Margolis in memory 
of her mother, Judith L. 
Sherman 

Rod Margolis in memory of his 
mother, Florence Margolis 

Joan Attenberg in memory of 
her mother, Faye Schwartz 

Madeline Minora in memory of 
her father, Joseph Greiss 

Madeline Minora in memory of 
her mother, Sylvia Greiss 

Judie Kreitman in memory of 
her aunt-in-law, Minnie 
Freedman 

Debbie Jefko in memory of her 
mother, Lilyan Siegal 

Debbie Jefko in memory of her 
father, Herman Siegal 

Debbie Jefko in memory of her 
sister, Toby Cohen 

Janet Turow in memory of her 
husband, Dick Osborn 

Vicki Solomon in memory of 
her uncle, William Green 

Peggy and Sam Gurian in 
loving memory of her mother, 
Helen Clancy 

Betty Katzin in memory of her 
father, Henry Bledy 

Muriel Harran in memory of her 
brother, Eugene Adoff 

Robert and Ruth Young in 
memory of his mother, 
Gertrude P. Young 

Sis Blecman in memory of her 
father, Morris A. Fishkin 

Susan Aaron in memory of her 
father, Max Chernoff 

Sandra Jordan in memory of 
her brother, Robert Markman 

Pieter and Susan Kohnstam in 
memory of his mother, Ruth 
Wetzler Meerapfel 

Barry Napshin in memory of his 
father, Louis Napshin 

Dee Andrews in memory of her 
grandmother, Rose Lieberman 

Irwin Jacobs in memory of his 
grandfather, Michael Lee 

Barbara Swartz in memory of 
her husband, Kenneth Swartz 

In addition to the JCV general fund 
you may also donate to the following 
restricted use funds: 

New Book, Kitchen, Library, Mitzvah, 
Music (cantor or performance), Rabbi 
(salary or discretionary), Scholar in 
Residence, Torah or Tzedakah. See 
Beata for details. 

Special donations to our safety 
and security fund are now needed 
in response to the antisemitic 
actions at Synagogues nationwide! 

JCV SISTERHOOD UPDATE 

As we near the end of the 
2019-2020 fiscal year at the 
JCV, I would like to remind all 
congregants who have an 
outstanding dues balance to 
please submit your payments. 

On approximately June 1st, 
2020-2021 dues invoices will be 
sent to all congregants via 
ShulCloud.  Annual dues for full 
time members are $700 and 

$400 for seasonal members, 
payable July 1st. You will have 
two options for paying your 
dues this year: 

 You can access your 
personal ShulCloud account, 
review your invoice and send 
a check to the JCV 

 Once you login to ShulCloud, 
you can select the donation 
tab and select type as “Dues 

2020-2021” and pay by 
credit card. Please consider 
the convenience fee to 
cover credit card processing 
costs to the JCV. 

If you have a concern about your 
dues payment, please contact 
me, Sam Gurian, Treasurer at 
treasurer@thejcv.org or  
941-484-3590. 

Thank you, 
Sam 

Treasurer’s Update 

We would like everyone to know 
that we are thinking of you as 
we look forward to the time 
when we can all be together 
once more.  Our elections were 
held by email and this year’s 
Board will be:  Debbie Jefko- 
President, Lynda LaRocca,-Vice 
President, Daureen Gutterman- 
Recording Secretary, Toni Gortz- 
Corresponding Secretary, Meg 
Antine-Treasurer,  Program 
Chairs-Caren Carr and Carol 
Ann Margolis, Membership Chair
-Annette Blum,  Member-At-

Large-Peggy Gurian and Mardi 
Skoegard-Immediate Past 
President.   

The JCV Sisterhood, referred to 
as “The Heart of the JCV,” is an 
organization of women 
dedicated to the beautification, 
education, and enhancement 
of the JCV. It is considered a 
fundraising arm of the temple. 
We understand the importance 
of providing programs that 
nurture and sustain Jewish life 
and vitality. 

Most importantly, being a 
Sisterhood member provides 
new friends, experiences and 
just having fun! Membership is 
open to both JCV members 
and non-members. Dues are still 
only $25, payable by June 30.  
Checks can be made out to 
JCV Sisterhood and sent to our 
office.  Until we can once more 
be together, we wish everyone 
good health and Shalom, 
peace. 

-Debbie Jefko 

YAHRZEITS 

http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
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June 1-11 

Bertha Bendit grandmother of Elissa Bendit 

Susan Bendit sister of Elissa Bendit 

Florence Berman-Waldman mother of Sheila 
Rosen 

Joel Greenspan son of Josh and Marcy 
Greenspan 

Herbert Hauer husband of Florence Hauer 

Murray Kayne father of Mara Jerard 

Sophia Lee grandmother of Irwin Jacobs 

Edward Levine father of Larry Levine 

Molly Levine mother of Larry Levine 

Phillip Levine great uncle of Jonathan Mirhige 

Philip Levine uncle of Sandra Mirhige 

Sam Markman father of Sandra Jordan 

Francis Markow aunt of David Elson 

Anna Pearl Napshin mother of Barry Napshin 

Hyman Reznick father of Joel Reznick 

Hyman Reznick grandfather of Marci Vitkus 

Seymour Segall brother of Bernice Yerich 

Dr. Sylvan Segall father of Bernice Yerich 

Harry Shoub father of Steve Shoub 

Herman Siegal father of Debbie Jefko 

Lilyan Siegal mother of Debbie Jefko 

Estells Weitz aunt of Irwin Jacobs 

Anne Weitzman Caplan mother of Rhoda 
Katz 
 

Remembered by the JCV: 
Jeanne Friedenberg  
Min Harran 
Louis Jacobs 
Gerald Samuelson 

 

June 12-18 

Pauline Heller mother of Judith Zangwill 

Annette Hurwitz mother of Dee Andrews 

John Howell Clancy father of Peggy Gurian 

Rose Lipman grandmother of Ilene Shapiro 

Naomi Reznick-Blumberg sister of Joel Reznick 

Naomi Reznick-Blumberg aunt of Marci Vitkus 

Doris E. Sedgwick mother of Caryl Sandler 

Elaine Toister Kahn mother of Susannah 
Genossar 
 

Remembered by the JCV: 
Nina Goldfeld 
Abraham Keshner 
Joel Posner 
Michael Shiffman 
Sally Stage 

 

June 19-26 

Toby Cohen sister of Debbie Jefko 

Elliot J. Englander husband of Kae Ellen 
Englander 

Lillian Mallinger mother of Jack Mallinger 

Sam Mallinger father of Jack Mallinger 

Ron David George son of Linda Leiby 

Robert Kast husband of Carol Kast 

David Hart remembered by the JCV 

Harry Landau remembered by the JCV 

 

June 27-30 

Anita Bendit mother of Elissa Bendit 

Morris Markow grandfather of David Elson 

Stanley Mayer brother of Ilene Shapiro 

Stanford Charles Stone father of Linda Werner 

David Posner remembered by the JCV 

**Please remember to mail in your Yahrzeit 
donation cards** 

Yahrzeits for the month of June 

http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
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2020 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

Schmooze 
with  

Rabbi Shull 
11:30AM 

2 
 

Cantor 
Marci’s 
Coffee 
Klatch 

10:30AM 

3 4 
 

Rabbi’s 
Torah Study 

2PM 

5 
 

Sabbath 
Candles 
7:52PM 

6 

7 8 
 

Schmooze 
with  

Rabbi Shull 
11:30AM 

9 
 

Women’s 
Discussion 

Group 
10:30AM 

10 
 

Board 
Meeting 

10AM 

11 
 

Rabbi’s 
Torah Study 

2PM 

12 
 

Sabbath 
Candles 
7:54PM 

13 

14 15 
 

Schmooze 
with  

Rabbi Shull 
11:30AM 

16 
 

Cantor 
Marci’s 
Coffee 
Klatch 

10:30AM 

17 18 
 

Rabbi’s 
Torah Study 

2PM 

19 
 

Sabbath 
Candles 
7:56PM 

20 

21 
 

Father’s 
Day 

22 
 

Schmooze 
with  

Rabbi Shull 
11:30AM 

23 
 

Women’s 
Discussion 

Group 
10:30AM 

24 25 
 

Rabbi’s 
Torah Study 

2PM 

26 
 

Sabbath 
Candles 
7:58PM 

27 

28 29 
 

Schmooze 
with  

Rabbi Shull 
11:30AM 

30 
 

Cantor 
Marci’s 
Coffee 
Klatch 

10:30AM 

        
Due to the unusual circumstances  

at the present time,  
all events are subject to change.  

 

Watch for the new JCV Weekly Update and 
important blasts for all events!  

 

The JCV building is currently closed.  
 

Committees are still meeting.  
 

Check with your chairperson  
for dates and times. 

http://www.jewishcongregationofvenice.org
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For More Information about the  
Memorial Park and Columbarium,  

contact David Cook  

Jewish  
Congregation  

of Venice 

600 N. Auburn Road, Venice, FL 34292  

941-484-2022 

    www.Jewishcongregationofvenice.org 

NEED A BACK ISSUE OF THE L’CHAIM? 

Email us at: 

JCVLCHAIM@GMAIL.COM 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

A COMMUNITY OF SHARING 

So many members at the JCV 
have been communicating 
how much they miss seeing 
one another.  The Board of 
Directors and members of the 
Membership Committee have 
been trying to keep in touch.  
Some members shared that 
they are taking this time to find 
new interests and certainly to 
learn new ways of 
communication.   
 

We have also been seeing so 
many people in our 
community, state, and across 
the nation being recognized 
as heroes during this 
pandemic.  This made me 
think about the heroes/
heroines within the JCV who 
have been doing something 
special for many years.   

Did you know? 

Vicki Solomon has been 

quietly and efficiently sending 

Sunshine cards to our friends, 

families, and neighbors. Buck 

Isenberg and Paul Bond have 

been consistently fixing and 

repairing the small things and 

the big things in our building. 

Beata has organized and kept 

the JCV functioning no matter 

who the president or rabbi is, 

or how many new members 

we have. Billy Hershkowitz has 

been a key player in the 

success of our Food Festival.  
Harriet Davidson, Peggy Park, 

and Gail Bond have been our 

chief chefs at the Food 

Festival. Susan Kohnstam has 

been preparing and sending 

out the UPDATE to our 

members and our community.  

Did you know that the Crafty 

Mavens members make 

Challah covers that Bobbie 

Nolan delivers to every new 

JCV member and then 

interviews and writes about 

them for the L’Chaim?  Thank 

you everyone for all you’ve 

done and continue to do for 

the JCV.   
 

I know there are many more 

heroes/heroines among us.  

Please share this with me.  Do 
you know someone who is a 

JCV hero/heroine so I can 

share it in the next L’Chaim?  
 

Nessa Kleinglass 

Membership Chair 

membership@thejcv.org 
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