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Y O U R  T O U R  E D U C A T O R
Every journey we offer is accompanied by a Tour Educator (TE) who 

brings your itinerary to life. Some of our TE’s have decades of firsthand 

experience leading people to particular places.

Your TE will provide you with an authentic understanding of the 

locations you will visit, will introduce you to the locals, and will share 

his/her enthusiasm and passion for the local culture. The result is a 

journey that transforms your understanding of a place, connecting 

you to the people and places you encounter in a way that is palpable 

and unforgettable. 

Our TE's are like no other: intelligent, knowledgeable, engaging and 

fun. They will become an indispensable part of your experience and 

some might just become lifetime friends.



APRIL 16-23, 2020 

FROM $2,995 LAND ONLY 

 HIGHLIGHTS
�	  A journey of inspiration and education  
�	Connect to Jewish history in Prague, Kolin, and Berlin 
�	Bauer Villa, Prague's Castle District, and Berlin’s Brandenburg Gate: 

European gems  
�	Explore Czech and European art 
�	Shabbat in Prague 
�	Outstanding service with expert tour educator 

OUR TRIP





DAY 1  DEPARTURE
THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2020
�	Depart the US.
Overnight: Flight

DAY 2  THE START OF A SPECIAL JOURNEY | 
WALKING TOUR
FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2020
�	Arrival at Prague International Airport.
�	Meet your tour educator who will accompany you on this journey 

of education and inspiration.
�	Transfer to the city center.
�	In the Ghetto: Explore the sometimes glorious, sometimes tragic 

past of Prague's Jews with a visit to the Jewish Ghetto. From the 
13th century, Jews could live only within the ghetto's walls. In 
the 18th century, the ghetto was abolished and much of the area 
was destroyed. Nonetheless, important sites were safeguarded, 
making this perhaps the best area in Europe to experience how 
Jews once lived. Our visit will include:
�	The Maisel Synagogue: The early 16th century was a golden 

age for Prague's Jews and the ghetto became famed for its 
intellectual and economic achievements. This synagogue was 
built to serve the growing Jewish population.

�	The Pinkas Synagogue: Built in 1535, this fine synagogue is 
more evidence of the community's prosperity. Today, it also 
serves as a poignant memorial to a darker period for Czech Jews 
with tributes to victims of the Holocaust and an exhibition of art 
produced by children in the Terezin camp just outside Prague.

�	The Old Jewish Cemetery: For 300 years, the ghetto's Jews 

were buried here. This cemetery is a place to mourn but also 
to celebrate the diversity and achievements of Prague's Jews. 
The Talmudic scholar and mystic Rabbi Judah Loew (known as 
the Maharal) is buried here alongside the 16th-century scientist 
David Gans and the Gershom family, pioneers of printing.

�	The Spanish Synagogue: This golden synagogue provides a 
glimpse into Jewish life after the ghetto walls came down. This 
stunning synagogue was built in 1868 in the former ghetto area 
by Prague Jews seeking a more reformed style of prayer.

�	The Altneushul: Europe's oldest synagogue is a treasure trove of 
stories of golems and great rabbis. Find out why a synagogue 
built in 1250 was originally named the New Synagogue and is 
now known as the Old-New Synagogue.

�	Check into the hotel and enjoy free time to prepare for Shabbat.
�	Kabbalat Shabbat service at a local synagogue.
�	Looking at the Ever-Changing Map of Europe: Shabbat dinner and 

orientation dialogue with your tour educator. Overview of the 
journey, including reviewing the itinerary, the group themes, and 
the different narratives. Share group goals and proposal goals.

Meals: Dinner 
Overnight: Prague

DAY 3  THE GLORY OF PRAGUE| WALKING TOUR
SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 2020
�	The Golden City: Experience Prague's historic center on a tour of 

the Castle District. This UNESCO World Heritage Site is a haven of 
beauty, culture, and history. Highlights include:
�	A Place of Power: Prague Castle is the world's largest castle and 

has been, since the 9th century, the glorious home for rulers 



from kings of Bohemia to the current Czech president.
�	The City of 100 Spires: Many of these rulers were buried at 

St. Vitus Cathedral. Visit this great Gothic structure and ask 
why one of Europe's least religious countries has so many 
remarkable churches.

�	Golden Lane: Ordinary families also lived in the Castle District. 
Visit Golden Lane, with its homes where palace guards, 
goldsmiths, and, or so the story goes, alchemists once lived.

�	A First Glimpse of Mr. Kafka: Culture is everywhere in Prague. 
We'll stop by 22 Golden Lane, the home of Franz Kafka. We'll be 
encountering this great writer again during our journey.

�	Don't Judge a Town by Its Name: It may be called the Lesser 
Town but it's hard to imagine a more charming area with its 
Baroque architecture and the famous Charles Bridge.

�	The Old Town Square is one of the most breathtakingly beautiful 
public spaces of Europe. It's been Prague's main marketplace 
since the 10th century, and many of its glorious buildings date 
from the 14th We'll see its Astronomical Clock, a symbol of the 
city, and explore Prague's Art Nouveau architecture. We'll find 
out, at the huge monument honoring Jan Hus, why this 14th 
century “heretic” who was burned at the stake is still considered a 
Czech hero.

�	Living History: Get your first glimpses of Prague and its famous 
architecture, history, and charm on a walking tour. Along the way, 
we'll see some of the city's landmarks including:
�	Wenceslas Square: This broad boulevard was the site of key 

moments in Czech history but is now a business and cultural 
center. We'll see the impressive main building of the Czech 
National Museum and the statue of Wenceslas, the patron saint 

of Bohemia. His younger brother Boleslaus the Cruel was rather 
less saintly and was involved in Wenceslas's murder.

�	The Enormous, Rotating Head of Mr. Franz Kafka: Say hello 
to Prague's most famous citizen, the Jewish writer of unease 
Franz Kafka. This massive kinetic sculpture cleverly evokes 
Kafka's focus on anxiety and self-doubt. We'll discuss Kafka's 
importance to Prague's culture and find out how an insurance 
broker, who died virtually unknown at age 40, became one of 
the 20th century's most influential literary figures.

�	The Velvet Revolution Memorial: This bronze plaque and statue 
is at first almost unnoticeable among all the wonders of Prague 
but it marks a key event in Czech history. On November 17, 
1989, a student protest launched the Velvet Revolution, the 
non-violent overthrow of the country's Communist dictators 
and the return of democracy.

�	Return to the hotel.
�	Three Stars in the Czech Sky: At nightfall, we will mark the end of 

a special Shabbat with a communal Havdallah

Meals: Breakfast
Overnight: Prague

DAY 4  JEWISH HISTORY IN KOLIN
SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2020
�	Depart for Kolin, a town in the Central Bohemian Region of the 

Czech Republic some 55 kilometers east from Prague, lying on 
the Elbe River (The journey is approx. 1 hour).

�	Arrive to Kolin and visit the Old Jewish Cemetery, the second 
oldest after Prague's.



�	Follow the “Stolperstein Trail”, around central Kolin and stop 
outside the many houses and businesses that were Jewish 
occupied/owned before the Shoah, and where some are now 
marked by the brass Stolperstein memorial plaques in the 
pavement.

�	Visit the New Jewish Cemetery with its impressive memorial 
erected by Rabbi Feder in 1950 to the 480 Kolin Jews who were 
murdered in the Shoah.

�	Stop by Zakladni School to view dedication plaque to those 
transported in 1942.

�	Depart to Ratborand visit Chateau Kotera, also known as the 
Mandelik family's mansion, home of the wealthiest of Kolin's 
Jewish families before the War; the beautiful house is now a hotel. 

�	Depart to visit the nearby Bauer Villa, built by a wealthy Kolin Jew 
in perfect Cubist style, a hidden gem.

�	Return to Prague.
�	Enjoy the rest of the afternoon at leisure in the Golden City. 

Prague provides more than its fair share of beautiful spots, culture, 
and history to enjoy during your free time. Here are just a few 
recommendations:
�	Given the scenery, trails, and the glorious Vtlava River, Prague is 

an awesome place for a bike ride. There are numerous bike tours 
to enjoy and pink bikes dotted around the city for cheap rental.

�	Take the funicular or walk up Petrín Hill, a huge park with great 
views of the city. While you're up there, relax in the Rose Garden, 
enjoy some family fun in the Mirror Maze, or climb the 299 steps 
to the top of lookout tower.

�	Kampa and Letna Parks are vast parks perfect for walks, lunch, 
and relaxation.

�	Popular places for Czech and European art include the massive 
National Gallery including its Veltzni Palac wing, the Museum 
Kampa, the Galerie Rudolfinim, and the Dox Center for 
Contemporary Art.

�	The Prague Zoo is one of the world's best.
�	The Franz Kafka Museum examines the relationship between 

the writer and his home city. It includes first editions of his 
works, photographs, original letters, and audiovisual exhibits.

�	The Czechs brew better beer than virtually anywhere on the 
globe. Join the locals for a drop in the many bars, beer gardens, 
and restaurants around the city or see how it's done at the 
Strahov Monastic Brewery. Cheers!

�	The Museum of Communism: Explore what life was like in 
Communist Czechoslovakia from the media and education to 
Stalinist brutality and the Velvet Revolution.

�	Prague's a city of culture and music. Check out the options at 
the National Theatre, the State Opera House, or the Rudolfinum 
(home of the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra) and keep an eye 
and ear out for the many concerts held in local churches.

Meals: Breakfast
Overnight: Prague

DAY 5  MEMORY & CONTINUITY
MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2020
�	Check out of the hotel.
�	Meet your tour educator in the hotel lobby and begin your 

journey to Terezin (Theresienstadt), the town that was part of 
humanity's ugliest process. We'll visit the ghetto-camp established 



here during World War II where over 100,000 Jews were worked to 
death or sent to extermination camps in the East.

�	Our visit to Terezin will include:
�	Part of a Terrible Process: Explore the Historical Exhibition which 

explains the history of the camp and its role in Hitler's Final 
Solution.

�	Truth and Lies: We'll also see the chilling propaganda movies 
made by the Nazis which were designed to convince the 
world that Terezin was a spa town and retirement center for 
elderly Jews rather than a death-ridden way station to the 
extermination camps.

�	Day-to-Day Devastation: Glimpse the brutal realities of daily life 
in Terezin with a reconstruction of the overcrowded dormitory 
and other parts of the camp complex. Here, we'll understand 
how so many Jews died in this place of malnutrition and 
disease.

�	Resistance Through Culture: Many prominent cultural figures 
were imprisoned in Terezin and they helped create in the 
camp, despite the constant threat of deportation and death, a 
remarkable cultural life. Children were educated, including in 
art, and we will see remarkable pictures they created. Professors 
gave lectures, a lending library of 60,000 books was maintained, 
and concerts and performances were given. We'll visit 
exhibitions on art, music, literature, and theater in the camp, 
each of which provides insights into the determination of Jews 
in Terezin to maintain their humanity and creativity.

�	“Despite All This, We Have Not Forgotten YOUR Name”: Despite 
the brutalities in Terezin, somehow faith was not destroyed. Visit 
the Hidden Synagogue that an inmate, Artur Berlanger, created 

out of a tiny storage space. A skilled artist, we'll see the Jewish 
prayers and symbols that he and others painted on the walls as 
they built a secret sanctuary of holiness.

�	Paying Tribute: Around 140,000 Jews were transferred to Terezin. 
Over 33,000 died in the camp itself. We'll reflect on this loss at 
the cemetery where they were buried and at the crematorium. 
Our visit to Terezin will conclude with a memorial service 
where we'll remember those who died here as well as the more 
than 80,000 Jews who were sent to be killed in Auschwitz and 
elsewhere in the east.

�	Lunch at a local restaurant.
�	Depart from Terezin and begin to drive to Berlin (The drive is 

approximately 3.5 hours).
�	The Enigma that Is Berlin: Introduction to Berlin with your tour 

educator.
�	Arrive in Berlin and check into the hotel.
�	Enjoy the rest of the evening at leisure.

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
Overnight: Berlin

DAY 6  BERLIN - PAST & PRESENT
TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2020
�	Looking Backwards and Looking Forward with your tour educator.
�	A Walk Through History: Experience Berlin's extraordinary heritage 

and transformations on a tour of some it most famed landmarks 
including:
�	The Brandenburg Gate: This neo-classical gate is architecturally 

impressive, but its real importance lies in what it reveals about 
Berlin and its changes. Built in the 1790s when Berlin was rising 



to power and locked behind the Communist side of the Berlin 
Wall during the Cold War, it is now Germany's most famous 
symbol of reunification and freedom.

�	The Holocaust Memorial is designed to provoke questions 
rather than provide obvious answers. For some visitors, its 2711 
gray, slightly askew concrete slabs symbolize that the Holocaust 
is beyond understanding. Many other interpretations are 
possible.

�	View of the Reichstag: Explore Germany's traumatic political 
past and prosperous present as we stop at the Bundestag, 
the German Federal Parliament. The building, set in the 
reconstructed Reichstag, is rich with history.

�	The Berlin Wall Memorial is an ideal place to examine the Cold 
War that divided both Berlin and the world. Situated on a one-
mile strip of the original wall, it includes exhibits explaining why 
this was once one of the tensest places on earth.

�	We'll see Humboldt University, a key example of Berlin's role 
as a center of learning and knowledge. It has been associated 
with 41 Nobel Prize winners and is considered one of the great 
universities of Europe.

�	In Berlin, culture was destroyed as well as nourished. The Book 
Burning Memorial at Bebel Square marks where, on May 10, 
1933, Nazi-supporting university students began a massive 
bonfire of “un-German” books.

�	A trip to Alexanderplatz illustrates how life has changed in 
former East Germany. This huge public square was developed 
in the 1960s as a symbol of Communist strength. Today, as we'll 
see, it has been conquered by a new force: consumerism.

�	Painting Freedom on the Wall: The years 1989-1990 were 

miraculous as the Berlin Wall came down, the Cold War ended, 
and West and East German reunified. See how artists reacted 
to those remarkable days at the East Side Gallery. The “gallery” 
is actually the longest stretch of the Berlin Wall still in existence 
and was covered with murals by German and international artists 
immediately after reunification. Look out for the famous graffiti 
painting of the Soviet and East German leaders, Brezhnev and 
Honecker, locked in a “socialist fraternal kiss” and a Trabant - the 
iconic, awful automobile of Communist Germany - seemingly 
bursting through the Wall.

�	Between the Lines: Take an architectural tour of the Jewish Museum 
Berlin and see how architect Daniel Libeskind's design - with 
its zigzagging lines, inclined walls, and concrete “voids” - retells 
German-Jewish history. We'll explore this prize-winning post-
modernist building and discuss what feelings it evokes for us.

�	Return to the hotel.

Meals: Breakfast
Overnight: Berlin

DAY 7  JEWISH LIFE IN BERLIN
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2020
�	Berlin's Jews Today: Who Are They? What Do They Believe? The 

city where the Holocaust was planned now hosts Europe's fastest 
-growing Jewish population. Talk with Jewish educator Sandra 
Anusiewicz-Baer about the identities, achievements, and dilemmas 
of this community. Dr. Anusiewicz-Baer is coordinator of Zacharias 
Frankel College, Berlin's Conservative/Masorti rabbinical seminary.

�	The Distinguished Jews of Berlin: Introduction by your tour 
educator.



�	What Was Built, What Was Lost: Our tour of the Jewish Quarter 
will explore the achievements and vitality of Berlin's Jewish 
community. The tour will include:
�	Hackescher Market: In 1671, 200 Jews fleeing persecution 

elsewhere in Europe were allowed to move to an area just 
outside Berlin's Old City walls. We'll see this area - which is 
now a hotbed of entertainment and nightlife - and discuss the 
development of Jewish life in Berlin.

�	The New Synagogue and Centrum Judaicum: This richly 
ornamented synagogue, which once seated 3,000 people, is 
an impressive example of the size, prosperity, and confidence 
of Berlin's Liberal Jewish community in the 19th We'll learn 
how the synagogue was saved from destruction during the 
Kristallnacht pogrom and today is once again a center of 
German Jewish culture.

�	The Jewish Cemetery: From the late 17th century, this was 
where many of Berlin's Jews were buried. It was bulldozed by 
the Gestapo in 1943. We'll view the recently restored tombstone 
of Moses Mendelssohn, the great philosopher, and discuss his 
influence on German and Jewish life and thought.

�	We'll stop outside the home of Rabbi Regina Jonas, the first 
woman to be ordained as a rabbi, and discuss her pioneering 
life, her death in Auschwitz, and the role Berlin played in 
reforming Judaism for a modern age.

�	We'll also visit two important reminders of German resistance 
to the Holocaust. The Museum of Otto Weidt's Workshop for 
the Blind honors the man who risked his life during World War 
II to hide and protect Jewish workers in his broom and brush 
workshop.

�	The Rosenstrasse Sculpture commemorates the successful 1943 
protests against Nazi plans to deport the last remaining Jews 
from Berlin. The protest was led by non-Jewish women seeking 
to protect their Jewish spouses from persecution.

�	“Jews May No Longer Own Pets”: In a city of Holocaust 
memorials, the Places of Remembrance is perhaps the most 
controversial. Hung, seemingly randomly, on street lampposts 
in the Bavarian Quarter are 80 signs that highlight anti-Jewish 
laws and regulations established by the Nazis. These signs push 
passers-by to contemplate the almost-forgotten history of this 
neighborhood, which was once home to prominent Jewish 
intellectuals, including Albert Einstein and Hannah Arendt.

�	The Path to Auschwitz: Visit Gleis (track) 17, the railway track in 
Grunewald station from which many Berlin Jews were deported 
to the death camps and ghettos in the East. This quiet, powerful 
memorial is a chance to contemplate the infrastructure, including 
the German train system, of the Holocaust and to commemorate 
the people caught up in its inhumanity.

�	Return to the hotel.
�	Farewell dinner at a local German restaurant.

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Overnight: Berlin

DAY 8  UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN
THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2020
�	Check out of the hotel.
�	Transfer to Berlin International Airport and check in for your return 

flight to the US.

LEARN MORE
CLICK HERE

R E G I S T E R
CLICK HERE

https://arzaworld.com/IsaiahLexington2020.aspx
https://arzaworld.com/IsaiahLexington2020-register.aspx


 “One’s destination is 
never a place, but a new 
way of seeing things.”
Henry Miller



* Custom-crafted trips for individuals and groups to the Jewish World are available upon request.

trips to the
jewish world*
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