
O 
ver this summer, my 11-year-old attended Jewish 

Summer Camp at Ramah in the Rockies – a fabulous 

environment in the Colorado Rocky Mountains with 

vistas and scenery out of an Ansel Adams print.  As a 

camp parent, one of my favorite things is reading the wonderful 

updates about what a unique and magical experience it is, and how 

the camp community comes together to create its kehillah 

kedoshah (holy community). The Camp Rabbi describes situations 

where “campers and staff from across the world who may not have 

met each other come together to create circumstances where 

limitations are conquered, goals are achieved, problems are 

solved, and connections are solidified.” 

As an adult, I am slightly jealous that I don’t have a camp where I 

get to climb mountains, sing, dance, compete in Yom Sports Color 

Wars and more. But then I realized – I have that all year-round in 

the Temple Isaiah Sisterhood. Through our Sisterhood, I meet 

women from outside of my everyday school and work circle with 

whom I now share camaraderie.  Through our education, social 

and Tikkun Olam  activities, I am constantly learning new things 

about myself and our community (most importantly, how to make 

blintzes from scratch!).  Through serving as Co-President, I am 

challenging myself to engage in ways that are new.  

Here are just a few ways that Temple Isaiah Sisterhood is  Kehilla 

(Community): 

Karen Schorfheide-Ray – Karen is remaining on for another year 

as our Co-President and I am thrilled that we will work together to 

continue to make Sisterhood a great experience for all. 

Education – participation in the Sisterhood clergy classes or 

attending one of the many holiday and education initiatives to 

continue our learning. 

Holidays – whether it’s tossing bread into the reservoir 

at Tashlich, celebrating in the Sukkat, Chanukah Vodka tastings 

with the Yud, or celebrating the trees at Tu B'Shevat – Sisterhood 

provides opportunities to learn about holiday traditions and 

celebrate with each other. 

Israel – through our 

Tzedakah program, 

Sisterhood members can 

nominate charities, 

including  Israeli-based 

and/or related charities, 

to support through our 

annual giving program 

supported by our 

fundraising efforts 

through the year. 

Laughter – each and 

every Sisterhood event is filled with Ruach (Spirit) and includes 

lots and lots of  laughter.  Come to a movie night, Membership 

Dinner, book club, mah jongg afternoon, or the rummage sale to 

experience it yourself. 

L’dor vador – Sisterhood is continuity - it was here yesterday, it’s 

here today, and it will be here tomorrow.  Mothers with young 

children and great-grandmothers all participate and learn from one 

another.   

Away – Give yourself  the ultimate gift of community by 

participating in the fabulous Women’s Weekend Away scheduled 

for January 19-21, 2018, at the Hyatt Regency in Boston. 

September-December 2017 

From Co-President Bronte Abraham 

Elul 5777—Cheshvan 5778 

Temple Isaiah 
Sisterhood Newsletter 

Count Yourself In! 

This first newsletter issue of the Sisterhood year is 

being sent to every household in the 

congregation. We invite all those who identify as 

female to give Sisterhood a try!  We have a wealth of 

activities and are always open to new ideas.   

See page 19 for information on joining, or join online 

at http://tinyurl.com/Count-Yourself-In-2017-18 

http://tinyurl.com/Count-Yourself-In-2016-17
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Join Us on Sunday, October 1, to  

Decorate the Sukkot Bima 
Are you looking for a short-term volunteer 

opportunity that has a big impact on the Temple 

Isaiah community?  Lynne Fisher and Esther 

Isenberg are looking for help to decorate the 

bima.  Additionally, several strong hands to help 

pick up produce from Russo’s in Watertown and 

bring it to Temple Isaiah would be appreciated. 

The bima will be decorated in the morning of 

Sunday, October 1.  The congregation will enjoy the beautiful display until 

Sisterhood dismantles it, on a date to be determined, and donates the 

apples, squashes, potatoes, etc., to a local food pantry.  Help is also needed 

on take-down day to dismantle and carry the food to cars, and then to 

unload at the food pantry location.   

Contact Lynne by phone at 781-862-8205 to help out.   

Sisterhood Board 

2017-2018 
 

Co-Presidents 

  Bronte Abraham 

  Karen Schorfheide-Ray 

VP Membership 

  Pam Awrach 

VP Development 

  Judy Stein 

VP Social Action 

  Sandy Bornstein 

VP Community Life 

  Renee Gelin 

VP Education & Jewish Life 

  Gail Maurer 

VP House & Communication 

  You? 

Treasurer 

  Lois Woodbury 

Corresponding Secretary 

  Serena Crystal 

Recording Secretary 

  Laura Lees 

Trustees 

  Shana Alexander  

  Naoko Goldberg 

  Jess Markowitz (Yud Liaison) 

  Eve Nichols 

  Sandi Rosenfeld 

  Susan Silver 

  Shari Spector 

  Bonna Terban 

  Ruth Wasser 

Past President 

  Judi Brosnan 

Advisor 

  Irene Rosenzweig 

Wine & Cheese & Dessert Greet-Up 
Thursday, September 14 

We kick off the 2017-18 Sisterhood year with 

our annual Wine & Cheese & Dessert Greet-up 

on Thursday, September 14, at 6:30 pm.   

We would like to extend a special invitation to 

women who are new to Sisterhood, or who are 

just considering joining, to this laid-back 

evening of appetizers, cheese, wine, and soft 

drinks.  Join us; meet up with old friends, make 

a new friend, find out what’s coming up in 

Sisterhood for the fall.  RSVP’s and questions 

may be directed to Bronte Abraham, 

bronteab@aol.com or 781-538-4121. 

Tashlich 
Thursday, September 21, 2017, 4:00 pm at the 

Old Reservoir in Lexington 

(After Rosh Hashanah services) 
Sisterhood will once again be sponsoring Tem-

ple Isaiah’s Tashlich service at the Lexington 

Reservoir, where we have a brief service, eat 

apples and honey, and symbolically cast away 

that which we do not want to carry with us into 

our New Year.  We need a few volunteers to 

assist us with this event on the day of the 

event.  If you would like to volunteer a short amount of time to make this 

event successful, please contact Gail Maurer at 617-448-6264, Shana Alexan-

der at 857-928-5625, or Susan Silver at 314-409-1795 (calling is fine, but tex-

ting is awesome) or email us at SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com. 

mailto:bronteab@aol.com
tel:617-448-6264
mailto:SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com
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Support the Sisterhood Rummage Sale 
Collection: October 22, 8:45am—1:00pm;  Sale: October 23, 24, 25 

The Rummage Sale is quickly 

approaching! Please dig a little 

deeper into your closets, drawers, 

and cabinets. Ask your friends, 

neighbors, and extended family for 

donations. The Rummage Sale is 

the perfect place to experience our 

giving community in action. 

Your donations not only provide us 

with the opportunity to raise money 

for charities but also to offer 

immediate assistance to those who 

come to our sale. Last year, through 

our tzedakah work during the sale, 

we helped women and their children 

who are recovering from domestic 

abuse; we helped four families who 

suffered the loss of their homes in a 

fire; we sent hundreds of pounds of 

clothing to Haiti, Nigeria and 

Ukraine; and countless more 

stories. The Rummage Sale is 

Sisterhood’s pinnacle fundraiser. 

We donate thousands of dollars to a 

wide range of organizations with the 

proceeds from this sale. 

Your donations and volunteering 

are the keys to our success. The 

more donations we have, the more 

we help the families that shop our 

sale and the charities that we 

support. The more volunteers we 

have, the better we are able to 

display the items for sale, help our 

customers find what they need, and 

raise more funds for charities.  

Donations, Sunday, October 22, 8:45 am—1 pm 

 Separate men’s, women’s, and children’s items 

 Pin together matching pieces 

 Place on hangers 

 Bring special items for men, women, and children to the boutique for  

special pricing 

 Only shoes and boots in excellent condition; please tie each pair of shoes 

together or secure with a rubber band 

 Only cookbooks and children’s books, please; all other books will be packed 

and donated to other charities 

 Tape sheets together and label with their size (twin, king, queen, or double) 

 Tape all boxes 

 Dishes, bric-a-brac, pots, kitchen tools, and art are great sellers, but we 

cannot accept plastic wear or baskets 

 Baby clothes and clothes for young children are always in great demand; 

however, we cannot accept car seats, strollers, or cribs 

 No bicycles, high chairs, or sporting equipment, please 

 NO ELECTRONICS, please 

 Jewelry is always in great demand 

 

Volunteers: 

 Become a committee member – we are looking for people who can be the lead 

volunteer for an area; for instance, household goods or men’s clothing. 

Contact Irene at irenenan@aol.com. Volunteer now, and you can be trained 

to lead in future years -- we need more leaders! 

 October 21, Saturday Night Set-Up – Bring in the rolling racks, put up signs, 

and get ready for deliveries  We need as many people as possible. 

 October 22, Sunday Sorting – We ask all donors to bring in their items and 

sort them; you will direct them to the right place or assist those who need 

help. 

Floor Shifts – Sign up on the doodle (http://tinyurl.com/2017rummage) for one 

hour or many hours; come and go as you must; all help is appreciated; you will 

help clients, work at checkout, or keep areas tidy. 

 October 23, Monday floor shifts 

 October 24, Tuesday floor shifts 

 October 25, Wednesday morning floor shifts 

 October 22—24, Kitchen Committee – We bring in pizza on 

Saturday night, have a community supper on Sunday, and lunch on 

Monday and Tuesday; we provide snacks around the clock and take 

care of the many volunteers.  You can help plan, shop, prepare, 

and/or keep the kitchen clean. Please contact Sally Huebscher to 

volunteer at sally.huebscher@me.com. 

 Post Rummage Sale Help – October 25 Wednesday afternoon – 

you can’t imagine how important this is;.  You will help sort what’s 

left and send it to places where it is truly needed. 

Fill in the doodle or contact Irene 

Rosenzweig at irenenan@aol.com 

to volunteer. Please write “Rummage 

Sale Volunteer” in the subject line. 

SHOP! 

Sunday, 6 pm—8 pm 

Monday, 9 am—7 pm 

Tuesday, 9 am—7 pm 

Wednesday, 9 am—noon 

mailto:irenenan@aol.com
http://tinyurl.com/2015rummage
http://tinyurl.com/2017rummage
mailto:sally.huebscher@me.com?subject=Kitchen%20Rummage%20committee
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Temple Isaiah Author’s Night to be Held October 30, 7:00pm 

Calling all authors, wanna-be-authors, book 

lovers, and readers of all genres! Sisterhood 

is pleased to announce our first Author’s 

Night, Monday, October 30, 7 pm. We will 

celebrate the authors in our Temple Isaiah 

family, hear about their process and experi-

ences, and might just get inspired to pick up 

a fountain pen, tap on a keyboard, or other-

wise get our own stories out. We have 11 au-

thors signed up, but we would love to have a 

few more fiction writers!  

The evening will include brief speeches and 

a panel discussion, as well as fabulous door 

prizes, giveaways, wine and cheese, coffee 

and dessert, and opportunities to schmooze 

and buy books.  If you are interested in 

being one of the featured authors, or in 

volunteering to help, or both, contact 

Renee Gelin at jesmom@gmail.com or 781-

258-0916. 

Save November 9 for the Sisterhood Membership Dinner  

Mark your calendar now—the annual 

Sisterhood Membership Dinner is Thursday, 

November 9, at 6:30 pm in the Temple Isaiah 

Social Hall. This event is FREE to all 

registered Sisterhood members—so 

register for Sisterhood now (see page 19) 

and then RSVP to the dinner when you 

receive your invite! 

Our 2018 Co-Chairs, Judi Brosnan, Bonna 

Terban, and Sally Huebscher, are planning a 

Mexican fiesta,  complete with appetizers, 

entrees, dessert, and, of course, sangria!  

With delicious food and great company, an 

awesome evening is guaranteed. 

Thank you to Friend Lumber and Omega 

Cabinets who have provided generous 

donations to support our dinner.   

Registered Sisterhood members will receive an email invitation to the dinner in early September.  For those few who 

do not use email, you may RSVP by calling Judi Brosnan, 781-863-5921. (We prefer online RSVPs as they are easier 

to track.) 

 

mailto:jesmom@gmail.com
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Monday Evening Book Group 
This book group meets monthly, 

usually on a Monday (except where 

holidays conflict, as noted). Feel free 

to come every month or only once in a 

while. This group is open to all 

Sisterhood members and welcomes 

your opinions and participation. We 

meet in the LEFTY Lounge on the 

second floor of Temple Isaiah. Kindly 

RSVP to each monthly hostess.  It’s 

very helpful to the hostess, and you’ll 

be contacted in case there are any 

changes. 

The time for each meeting is 

7:30pm for 

coffee, 8:00-

9:30pm for book 

discussion, 

unless 

otherwise noted. 

For further 

information or to 

be put on the 

email list please contact the 

coordinator, Carol Sacerdote, at 

carolsac@rcn.com or 781-861-7298. 

The Evening Book Group will be 

meeting on Monday, September 25th, 

to discuss the Austrian-Jewish 

novelist and journalist Joseph Roth’s 

masterpiece, “Radetzky March.”  Mary 

Haskell will be the discussion leader 

for this psychologically and politically 

fascinating book from 1932 about three 

generations of a family seen in the 

context of the decline and fall of the 

Austro-Hungarian empire.  Please 

respond to hostess Abby Brown at 

abby@thetunk.org or 978.254.5681. 

Our October meeting will be on 

Monday, October 23rd, to discuss “Here 

I Am” by Jonathan Safran Foer.  Sue 

Tafler will be discussion leader for this 

family novel about American Jews 

searching for their identities as 

individuals, as family members, as 

American and as Jews. “Here I Am” is 

CJP’s recommended book from the 

Jewish Learning and Engagement 

team:  
https://www.jewishboston.com/pac

kage/read-on/ .  It’s a bit longer than 

our usual, so please allow extra time to 

read it.  RSVP to hostess Marge Albin 

at marge.albin@rcn.com or 781-861-

0783. 

“Born A Crime:  Tales of a South 

African Childhood” by Trevor Noah of 

the “Daily Show” will be our selection 

for November 27th, with Rebecca 

Shahmoon 

as 

discussion 

leader.  

This is 

Noah’s 

autobiographical book about his 

growing up as the son of a black father 

and white mother who couldn’t live 

together during Apartheid.  Please 

respond to hostess Harryot Goldstein 

at harryot1010@gmail.com or 781-

538-5884.  

On December 18th we’ll discuss “The 

Housekeeper and the Professor” by 

Japanese author Yoko Ogawa.  This 

novel is about the relationship 

between a brilliant math professor, 

whose head injury from an auto 

accident has left him with only 80 

minutes of short term memory, the 

housekeeper who has been hired to 

take care of him, and her son.  The 

book explores how very different 

people can come to a deep, mutual 

understanding.  Linda Schaye will be 

the leader.  Please respond to hostess 

Rebecca at rivkashah@verizon.net 

or 781-641-0748.  

Yud programming is geared 

towards the interests of a 

younger generation of Sisterhood 

and provides members a 

connection to their greater 

Temple Isaiah community and 

Judaism.   

We’re looking forward to another 

great year of Sisterhood and friendship.  New faces are always 

welcome. We hope you’ll come check out a Yud event this year.  In 

addition to our bi-monthly Yud Book Group (October 17th), we’re 

planning an outing to the Boston Jewish Film Festival, our signature 

Drinks & Dreidels Chanukah Party, our annual Jerusalem Potluck 

dinner, and more!   

To get all the latest Yud news directly in your inbox, join the Yud 

Facebook Group & Yud Listserv.  You can also email the “Y 

Team” (the group of women who keep the Yud chugging along) at 

yudtempleisaiah@gmail.com. 

YUD Update 

mailto:carolsac@rcn.com
http://bit.ly/LikeYud
http://bit.ly/LikeYud
http://bit.ly/JoinYud
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Month/Date Hostess/Location Facilitator(s) Topic 

Tishri / September 25 (M) Sue Tafler Susan Marx High Holidays 

Cheshvan / October 18 (W) Sandi Rosenfeld Candice Kiss  

Kislev / November 15 (W) Carol Sue Hai Carol Sue Hai Lost Lives, Lost Art 

Tevet / December 18 (M) Ruth Budd Sue Tafler 1917, 1947, 1967:  Israel 

Shevat / January 17 (W) Jane Paulson Sandi Rosenfeld  Vegetarian Dinner (7 pm) 

Adar / February 12 (M)   Music 

Nissan / March 19 (M) Abe Smerling Abbe Smerling Passover Pot Luck/Jerusalem Cookbook 

Iyar / April 23 (M) Karen Schorfheide-Ray Pam Awrach Just What is Rosh Chodesh? 

Sivan / May 16 (W) You? 

Karen Schorfheide-

Ray 

Sharing Our Life Stories, Featuring Renee 

Gelin and Her Newest Memoir 

Rosh Chodesh, the Head of the Month, is the 

celebration of the new moon. This observance, dating 

from Biblical times, is recognized as a women’s holiday, 

a day associated with 

women’s renewal and 

celebration.  

 

Each month, Sisterhood 

women gather at each others’ 

homes on Monday or Wednesday evenings (we alternate 

days to afford people the opportunity to come), and take 

turns hosting and facilitating these gatherings. We 

explore a breadth of subjects on themes related to 

Judaism or womanhood, sharing and exploring ideas, 

looking inward, and enjoying the warmth of a 

thoughtful evening with our Sisters. 

 

Rosh Chodesh Tishri:  Susan Marx will kick off the 

year with a discussion related to the High 

Holidays.  Join us on Monday, September 25, 2017, at 

7:30 PM,  as women of Sisterhood come together to 

welcome both new beginnings on our Jewish calendar – 

the new moon and the new year.  We will gather at the 

home of Sue Tafler, 8 Carriage Drive, Lexington 

02420.  Please RSVP to Sue Tafler 

at suetafler@verizon.net or call her at 781-863-8815. 

  

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan will meet on Wednesday, 

October 18 at 7:30 pm.  Candice Kiss will facilitate the 

discussion.  We will meet at the home of Sandi 

Rosenfeld, 3404 Main Campus Drive, Lexington. Please 

RSVP to Sandi at rxsandi@gmail.com or call 781-862-

7480. 

  

Rosh Chodesh  
Rosh Chodesh Kislev will meet on Wednesday, 

November 15 at 7:30 pm.  Carol Sue Hai will lead a 

discussion on the topic of Lost Lives, Lost Art:  tracing 

the Nazi confiscation of extensive art collections— 

the German and Austrian Jewish collectors, the theft, 

and the quest for justice, including the clashes between 

the heirs fighting to retrieve their inheritance from the 

present owners. Carol Sue will host the evening at her 

apartment: 3114 Main Campus Drive, 

Lexington.  Please RSVP to Carol Sue 

at csh25@cornell.edu or call her at 781-861-1715. 

  

Rosh Chodesh Tevet will meet on Monday, December 

18 at 7:30 pm,  at the home of Ruth Budd, 24 Percy 

Road, Lexington.  Sue Tafler will lead a discussion on 

1917, 1947, and 1967, very important years for 

Israel.  Please RSVP to Ruth at 

ruthbudd@post.harvard.edu or call her at 781-861-

0363. 

  

Rosh Chodesh Shevat will meet on Wednesday 

January 17, 2018 at 7:30 pm, at the home of Jane 

Paulson, 5 Carol Lane, Lexington.  Sandi Rosenfeld will 

lead the discussion.  Please RSVP to Jane 

at je.paulson5@gmail.com or call her at 781-863-0543. 

 

Look for information about 2018 Rosh Chodesh 

discussions in the next Sisterhood Newsletter. 
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Education and Religious Life 
As Vice-President of Sisterhood’s Education and Religious Life, I am 

thrilled as we embark on another year of stimulating and meaningful 

programming. Sisterhood Trustees, Shana Alexander and Susan Sil-

ver, both of whom have worked on our programming for the past year 

or two, are taking on significant roles within the area of Education and 

Religious Life. Additionally, we are always looking for volunteers to 

help, whether it is for an hour or for a more intense experience!  

 

Programs include Lilith Salons, Movie Nights, Wellness Programs, 

Paint Night, Tu B’Shevat Seder, Passover Seder, Friday Night Sister-

hood Shabbat Service. and more. 

 

All programs will be advertised in the Sisterhood e-blasts, Sisterhood 

Facebook page, and Yud Facebook page. To contact us with questions, 

comments, or requests to volunteer, please either text or email (yes, 

you may call, also.) 

 

Gail Maurer 617-448-6264 

Shana Alexander 857-928-5625 

Susan Silver 314-409-1795 

 

SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com  

LILITH SALONS 

Monday, September 11, 2017, at 7:00 pm, in the Lefty Lounge – Summer Edition – “Calling Out Her 

Name” by our own Linda Werthheimer! 

Sunday, December 18, 2017, at 7:00 pm, in the Meeting Room – Fall Edition 

Monday March 5, 2018, at 7:00, in the Meeting Room – Winter Edition  

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 at 7:00, in the Meeting Room – Spring Edition  

Lilith Salons provide a chance for Sisterhood members to come together four 

times a year for a glass of wine and some munchies, and to talk about issues 

brought up in the current issue of Lilith.  Lilith is a 48-page Jewish feminist 

quarterly magazine, and each edition includes a variety of short pieces exploring 

a range of interesting topics.  Our Lilith Salons are wonderful occasions for a 

relatively small (10-20) group of women to gather for Community.   

WRJ has joined with Lilith to help develop and promote these Lilith Salons and 

has put two requirements on Lilith Salons.  The first is that women who partici-

pate in a Lilith Salon be members of a WRJ-affiliated Sisterhood (which we are). 

 The second is that each participant has her own subscription to Lilith (at a re-

duced rate of $21.97/year).  There will be subscription forms available at 

our Lilith Salons.  If you are not a member of our Sisterhood or you do not cur-

rently have a subscription to Lilith, please join us anyway to see what the excite-

ment is about.  For questions, comments, or to lend a hand, please contact Gail 

Maurer at 617-448-6264, Shana Alexander at 857-928-5625, or Susan Silver at 

314-409-1795 (calling is fine, but texting is awesome) or email us at Sisterhood-

JewishLife@gmail.com. 

mailto:SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com
mailto:SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com
mailto:SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com
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Education and Religious Life (Continued) 

WELLNESS PROGRAMS 

Our Wellness Program provides an opportunity to bring a program to our Sisterhood (and often, our larger commu-

nity) concerning health and wellness.   

The Wellness program came close to being taken out of our lineup the past couple of years when it seemed people 

were not interested in helping to make sure the program continued. However, due to a handful of committed indi-

viduals, we kept Wellness alive and had successful programs. This year, we are planning to have five Wellness pro-

grams, as long as we can get volunteers to make them successful programs. Although we have not settled on spe-

cific topics, we have a list of possibilities, including line dancing, diabetes, LGBTQ update, the healing power of 

prayer, intersectionality, Zionism, and stress reduction. What topics are important to YOU?  

You can be a part of helping to make our Wellness program a success by giving 

topic suggestions or by being part of our Wellness committee. What are you willing 

to do to make sure this important program continues? To give topic recommenda-

tions, to join the Wellness committee, or for questions and comments please contact 

Gail Maurer at 617-448-6264, Shana Alexander at 857-928-5625, or Susan Silver 

at 314-409-1795 (calling is fine, but texting is awesome) or email us at  

SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com. 

Monday, October 16, 2017, 7:00pm in the Social Hall  

Sunday, November 5, 2017, 2:00pm in the Meeting Room  

Monday, February 5, 2018, 7:00 pm in the Meeting Room  

Thursday, March 22, 2018, 7:00 pm in the Meeting Room  

Thursday, May 10, 2018, 7:00 pm in the Meeting Room  

SISTERHOOD MOVIE NIGHTS 

Kick off your shoes, have a glass of wine, munch some popcorn, and spend a 

couple of hours with the Sisters, watching a (hopefully) good movie, chat-

ting, and getting a chance to relax. Sounds like just what the doctor or-

dered. Get in on the ground floor and help us decide what our future movies 

will be. The only requirement is that they have some Jewish connection. For 

questions, comments, to lend a hand, or to recommend a movie, 

please contact Gail Maurer at 617-448-6264, Shana Alexander at 857-928-

5625, or Susan Silver at 314-409-1795 (calling is fine, but texting is awe-

some) or email us at SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com. 

Tuesday, August 22, 2017 @ at7:00 in the Meeting Room – We will be watching “The Band’s Visit,” a film about 8 

Egyptian musicians who mistakenly show up in a remote Israeli town in Israel’s Negev Desert. With no transporta-

tion out of the town and no hotel to stay in, the eight Egyptian musicians and the town’s residents must find a way to 

make this work. Subtitles included! See the movie before the play hits Broadway this fall!  

Monday, November 20, 2017at 7:00pm in the Meeting Room  

Monday, January 8, 2018 at 7:00pm in the Meeting Room  

Thursday, April 26, 2018 at 7:00pm in the Meeting Room  

Wednesday, June 13, 2018 at 7:00 in the Meeting Room  

tel:617-448-6264
mailto:SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com
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Education and Religious Life (Continued) 

NAME YOUR PROGRAM 

Thursday, January 18, at 7:00 pm, in the Meeting Room 

Do you have a program you would like to see Sisterhood’s Education and Religious 

Life provide? Come up with an idea, a plan, and let us know about it. We are eager to 

have fresh ideas and new energy. This is your chance to design the evening you would 

like. Email us at SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com. 

PAINT NIGHT 

Saturday, February 10, 2018 @ 7:00 pm in the Social Hall 

Join Sisterhood at our first ever paint night and create a per-

sonal keepsake for your Seder table. For a small fee, you will 

be provided with materials and instructions to make your 

Miriam’s Cup, as well as wine and munchies. Step-by-step 

instructions will be provided as the evening progresses, so 

whether you cannot draw a straight line with a ruler or are 

an accomplished artist you will have a delightful evening 

with your Sisters. Your Miriam’s Cup will look wonderful at 

the Passover table. 

We still need an artist or two, volunteers to help with organi-

zation, and volunteers to help the evening of the event. For 

questions, comments, or to volunteer, please contact Gail 

Maurer at 617-448-6264, Shana Alexander at 857-928-5625, or Susan Silver at 314-409-1795 (calling is fine, but tex-

ting is awesome) or email us at SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com. 

SISTERHOOD PASSOVER SEDER 

OPEN TO EVERYONE:  MEN, WOMEN, CHILDREN, AND FAMILIES! 

Sunday March 25, 2018, 4:00 PM 

Meeting Room 

(Cooking and set begins at 2:00 PM) 

 

Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend our Passover Seder as we recall, 

retell, and reenact the story of our exodus from Egypt, weaving in stories of the 

often forgotten women of our journeys, of freedom, and of how the Passover story 

fits into our lives today. 

RSVP instructions will be provided closer to the event.  However, if you would 

like to be part of the committee organizing this event, please contact Gail 

Maurer at 617-448-6264, Shana Alexander at 857-928-5625, or Susan Silver at 

314-409-1795 (calling is fine, but texting is awesome) or email us at Sister-

hoodJewishLife@gmail.com. 

mailto:SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com
tel:617-448-6264
mailto:SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com
tel:617-448-6264
mailto:SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com
mailto:SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com
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THE YUD The Yud is geared towards 

the interests of a younger generation 

of Sisterhood and provides members a 

connection to their greater Temple 

Isaiah community and Judaism. Over 

the past year, we gathered for a 

Boston Jewish Film Festival 

screening, our "Drinks & Dreidels" 

Chanukah Party, and a Jerusalem 

Potluck dinner, with a few hikes and 

happy hours sprinkled in 

between.  For more information, 

please email 

yudtempleisaiah@gmail.com or 

find us on Facebook at http://bit.ly/

LikeYud. 

WALKING GROUP We enjoy 

exercise and each other’s 

conversation, plus scenery and 

gardens on residential streets, 

conservation land and the bike path.  

This group meets at Peet’s in 

Lexington center and walks for about 

an hour, weather permitting, year 

round.  Walk with us whenever you’re 

available.  Please contact Carol 

Sacerdote to be put on the email list, 

or to be matched with other walkers:  

carolsac@rcn.com or 781-861-7298. 

DOG WALKING We are looking for 

a contact person for a dog walking 

circle:  exercising and socializing for 

both your dog and you. We’d like to 

meet for one hour each week, starting 

across the street from the Temple.  

Participants will select exact times.  

Contact Naoko Goldberg at 

naoko@eatmoresushi.com. Or 781-

652-8454. 

One of the best parts of Sisterhood is 

the many Circles that are available to 

join. These groups enable Sisters to 

meet others with similar interests, 

make connections and strengthen 

friendships. New Circles are always 

forming! If you have an idea for a 

Circle, please contact Naoko Goldberg 

at naoko@eatmoresushi.com and 

she will assist you in starting up your 

new Circle. Ongoing Circles are always 

looking for new members! These are 

the ongoing Circles: 

EVENING BOOK GROUP Mondays 

monthly; coffee 7:30 pm , discussion 8-

9:30 pm. Open to all Sisterhood 

members.  Please see page five for 

details and the complete fall schedule. 

Contact Carol Sacerdote, 

carolsac@rcn.com or 781-861-7298.  

DAYTIME BOOK GROUP Mondays 

monthly; 10:00 am to noon. All are 

welcome.  We choose our books and 

meeting times as we go along.  To 

RSVP and ask questions, please 

contact coordinator:  Carole Goldberg, 

781-891-3626 (preferred contact) or 

c.goldberg7@verizon.net. 

GAMES Every other Friday at 12:30 

pm. Please join Sisterhood members in 

the Temple library for about an hour 

and half of games.  We play Taboo, 

Scattergories, Trivial Pursuit, Apples 

to Apples, Encore, Celebrity, Set, 

Speed Scrabble, and Boggle, to name a 

few.  New members are encouraged 

and we will teach newcomers.  It is lots 

of laughs and is good to stretch the 

mind as well! Contact  Abbe Smerling, 

781-862-0455 or 

aksmerling@aol.com to be on the 

email list. 

MOVIES We are a group of fun, 

friendly and interesting women who 

get together once a month to discuss a 

movie we’ve seen.  The group meets at 

Panera Bread in Lexington for lunch 

on the first Wednesday of the 

month.   Please contact Helene 

Rosenthal at 781-538-6903 or 

hlnrsnthl@cs.com. 

 

 

BEGINNERS AND ADVANCED 

BEGINNERS MAH JONGG 

Interested in learning to play mah 

jongg? Know the basics but would like 

to learn more and play regularly? We 

have options for this circle, depending 

on the interest level. We can do a new 

beginners class, meeting for 3 

consecutive weeks to learn the basics 

and then continuing to practice 

together for as long as desired. We 

can also do a review class and then 

organize a regular game of those 

interested. To participate, or if you 

have other mah jongg related ideas or 

questions, contact Randi Levine at 

rkleinlevine@alumni.tufts.edu or 

781-863-5906. 

DROP-IN MAH JONGG FOR 

EXPERIENCED PLAYERS 

Thursdays at 1:30 pm at Temple 

Isaiah.  Please let Nina Rayfield-Tate 

know if you plan to drop in.  This is a 

friendly, non-betting game.  All 

Sisterhood players are welcome.  

Contact Nina at 

t8brood@gmail.com to be included 

on the weekly email blast, to RSVP, 

or for more information. 

YIDDISH ANYONE? Our Yiddish 

group meets once a month on various 

afternoons at 1 pm at members' 

houses. We share Yiddish stories and 

try to speak in Yiddish as much as 

possible. We do not meet during 

January/February/March.  Exact 

meeting times will be arranged 

according to participants’ schedules.  

Anyone interested should contact Elly 

Edelstein, elly12@verizon.net or 

781-275-3243. 

POT LUCK PARTIERS Take part 

in pot luck suppers from the 

Jerusalem Cookbook and other 

Jewish themed books. For further 

information please contact Sally 

Huebscher, 

sally.huebscher@me.com or 781-

863-8159.  

 Sisterhood Circles  

http://bit.ly/LikeYud
http://bit.ly/LikeYud
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This fall the Sisterhood Social Action Committee will 

make 200 welcome kits for adult immigrants, refugees, 

and other newcomers to the United States.  The kits will 

be distributed by English At Large, a 47-year-old 

nonprofit organization that provides individual and 

small group instruction to adults seeking to acquire  the 

English language skills and cultural knowledge needed 

to adapt to life in the United States. EAL’s one-to-one 

tutoring program, conversation groups, Career Access 

Lab (CAL), and beginner English classes serve more 

than 500 newcomers from 60 different countries each 

year.  Members of Temple Isaiah have served as active 

EAL volunteers for many years. 

The kits prepared by the Sisterhood Social Action 

Committee will consist of a tote bag, laminated reference 

sheets with key websites, essential English phrases, and 

“survival” information (e.g. how to use 911 and access 

translation and emergency health services), immigrants’ 

rights cards, MBTA maps and Charlie Cards,  pamphlets 

about cultural and outdoor activities in the Boston area, 

a New England guidebook, and notebooks and other 

stationery supplies. EAL tutors will give the welcome 

kits to new learners at their first meeting. 

The Social Action Committee is seeking financial 

donations for the tote bags, guidebooks, and other items 

included in the welcome kits.  If you can help out, 

please send your check (with “EAL Welcome Kits” on the 

memo line) to Temple Isaiah Sisterhood, 55 Lincoln 

Street, Lexington, MA 02421.   

If you would like to learn more about the activities of the 

Social Action Committee, please e-mail committee 

chair, Sandy Bornstein, at sandra.a.bornstein@gmail.com. 

The first meeting of the Committee in the fall is 

scheduled for Wednesday, September 13. 

To learn more about EAL and how to volunteer as a 

tutor, conversation group facilitator, book club discussion 

leader, or mock interviewer for the Career Lab, go to the 

EAL website at http://www.englishatlarge.org. 

Welcome Kits for Immigrants and Refugees 
Watch for Date Announcement 

IMPORTANT! The deadline for submissions for the winter edition of the newsletter is November 10. Please send 
all submissions to our communications team at SisterhoodCommunications@gmail.com with “Newsletter” in the 
subject line. Formats can be text, .pub, .doc, .docx, or jpg. Please, NO PDF files. We reserve the right to edit 
articles as needed for content and length. 

mailto:sandra.a.bornstein@gmail.com
http://www.englishatlarge.org/
mailto:SisterhoodCommunications@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20submission
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Mazel Tov! 
Donna Vigoda on the birth of her grandson, 

Devin Sid Vigordon; 

Alicia McGee on the birth of her daughter, 

Cooper; 

Masha Traber on the birth of her grandson, 

Isaiah Lionell Wolfson; 

Gail Maurer on the birth of her grandson, 

Amichai Tzvi Maurer; 

Marilyn Friedman on the engagement and 

subsequent marriage of her daughter, Alison 

Criscitiello, to Amy Nihls; 

Ellen Campbell, Jennie Goldfarb, Dawn 

Kociubes and Karen Schorfheide-Ray on their 

each becoming a Bat Mitzvah; 

Lois Woodbury on the birth of her grandson, Kyle 

Michael Burke, Jr.; 

Shari Bartholomew, on the birth of her son, 

Nathan Jack Bartholomew; 

Nancy Feld on the marriage of her son, Adam, to 

Tina Whitney. 

 

 

May their memory be an abiding blessing… 
 

Robert (Bob) Cohen, father of Deborah Strod; 

Barbara Dale Glass, sister of Sydney Pearlman; 

Rubin Zallen, father of Karen Zallen; 

Laura Foster, past Sisterhood President (1962-

64); 

Chieko Matsumoto, mother of Naoko Goldberg; 

Winton Bakke, father of Connie Noble; 

Robert Louis Borshay, father of Amy Bokser; 

Herbert Stein, father of June Kern; 

Edward Strauss, brother of Ruth Fleischmann; 

Ken Traub, husband of Pamela Cohen; 

Ellen Kimball, mother of Karen Maslow; 

Merna Green, mother of Lisa Green; 

Naomi Linowitz Graff, mother of Andrea 

Gingrande; 

Reba Faigeles, mother of Robin Abrams; 

Rose Halperin, mother of Ceci Warsawski; 

Harold Speert, husband of  Kathryn Speert and 

father of Nancy Slater; 

To Our Sisters, with Love 

Visit the Judaica Shop for All Your Holiday Needs 

The Fall brings us back to Temple Isaiah, the Jewish High Holidays and Hebrew 

school. Your Sisterhood Judaica Shop welcomes you back with beautiful items 

for all occasions. 

Rosh Hashanah begins the evening of Thursday, September 21, 2017.  We have 

beautiful apple and honey plates to welcome a Sweet New Year.   

Yom Kippur begins the evening of Saturday, September 30, 2017.  We 

have Yahrzeit candles and Yahrzeit candle holders.  Kol Nidre, a beautiful start 

to Yom Kippur, begins on Friday evening, September 29.  To adorn your table during that meal before the fast, we 

have beautiful Safed candles, Kiddish cups, challah boards, knives, and challah covers. 

Would you like to try a new recipe?  Come to the Judaica shop for a variety of cookbooks. Have a Bat or Bar Mitzvah 

or wedding coming up? We have tzedakah boxes and mezzuzot, and lots more. 

The Judaica Shop is open on Sunday mornings 9:00am to 1:00pm and Wednesday afternoon 3:45pm to 5:00pm when 

Religious School is in session.  Our opening day coincides with the first day of Hebrew School, September 10th, 

2017. 

If you are making a special trip to the Temple to shop at any of these times, please call the office to confirm that the 

Shop is open. We are happy to open by appointment; please call Marjorie 781-862-6355 or Wendy 781-862-9952, or 

emailIsaiahjudaica@aol.com. 

Profits from the Shop are distributed with Sisterhood tzedakah to Temple Isaiah and to local, national, 

and international charities. 
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Save the Date—November 19 

Holiday Marketplace 

Find us on Social Networks! 

 

Sisterhood has a members-only private Facebook 

group—go to 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/isaiahsisterh

ood 

and ask to join, so we can count you in right away. 

 

Follow us on Twitter—@TI_Sisterhood 

 

YUD’ies are invited to join the YUD Facebook group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/theyud/ 

URJ Biennial Boston December 6-10 

The Sisterhood Newsletter is produced by a small team 

of volunteers. Many thanks go to the women who 

carefully and critically read this issue to improve 

content and find any errors: Bronte Abraham; Marsha 

Byrnes; Renee Gelin; Meryl Junik; Barbara Mende; 

Eve Nichols; Kathryn Prager; Carol Sacerdote; Gini 

Shevrin; Susan Silver; and Sue Tafler. Thank you as 

well to the many contributors. Lastly, thank you to 

David Gardner of Boyd’s Direct, for his assistance with 

layout, aesthetics, printing, and mailing. 

 

Karen Schorfheide-Ray, Editor 

Put Sunday, November 19, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., on your 

calendar and plan to be at Temple Isaiah  for Sisterhood’s 

annual Holiday Marketplace. In addition to many vendors 

and delicious nosh, Sisterhood’s Judaica Shop will have a 

large shopping area with an array of:  

 Both beautiful and fun chanukiyahs 

 A nice selection of Chanukah candles and dreidels 

for children and for adult collectors 

 Mah Jongg bags, coin purses, and other items. 

 Books and more.  

You can, of course, also shop for your Chanukah needs in 

our lobby Judaica Shop during our regular hours or by 

appointment. 

According to the URJ, the URJ Biennial is the largest Jewish gathering in North America.  This December,  

BOSTON welcomes an estimated 5,000 attendees who will come together to worship, learn, sing, build community, 

and shape the future of the Reform Movement. This is our opportunity to gather with other Reform Jews from across 

North America right in our own backyard to get recharged with learning sessions, net-

working opportunities, plenaries, worship, and entertainment — all tailored to inspire and 

empower lay leaders, clergy, and synagogue professionals. 

This year’s URJ Biennial will include more than 140 sessions designed to provide congre-

gational leaders with tools to enhance their effectiveness and to highlight innovations in 

Jewish spiritual life. Presenters include experts from academia, the private sector, Reform 

Movement institutions, and congregations, offering sessions across five intensive tracks: 

Strengthening Congregations; Tikkun Olam; Audacious Hospitality; Youth Engagement; 

and Transforming Texts (in partnership with HUC-JIR). 

Temple Isaiah plans to provide buses from the Temple to the Biennial for the Friday night service and the Sunday 

service, which we understand to be free.  Please look-out for more information from the Temple. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/isaiahsisterhood
https://www.facebook.com/groups/isaiahsisterhood
https://www.facebook.com/groups/theyud/
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TU B’SHEVAT SEDER 
Sunday, January 28, 2018, at 4:00 in the Meeting Room 
(Cooking and Setup begins at 2:00!)  

  

Open to all, women, men, children and families 

  

Come join us as we celebrate Tu B’Shevat, the birthday of the trees.  It will be a fun and in-

formative time together at our Seder table as we partake of fruits and of the seven species 

called out in the Torah as abundant in Israel, talk about the connections be-

tween Tu B’Shevat and ecology, self, and Israel, and experience our Tu B’Shevat as one family.   

Tu B’Shevat, first observed by Kabbalists in the sixteenth century in Sephardic communities, has spread in recent 

times and is now celebrated in many Jewish communities around the world.    

There is something in this participatory Tu B’Shevat Seder for everyone, whether it is ecology, self-knowledge, spirit, 

song, history, or Israel.  Come by yourself, with your family, or with your friends.  Just be sure not to miss this wonder-

ful Tu B’Shevat Seder! 

Although no formal ‘meal’ will be served, nobody leaves this vegetarian Seder hungry! 

RSVP instructions will be provided closer to the event.  However, if you would like to be part of the committee organiz-

ing this event, please contact Gail Maurer For questions, comments, or to lend a hand, please contact Gail Maurer at 

617-448-6264, Shana Alexander at 857-928-5625, or Susan Silver at 314-409-1795 (calling is fine, but texting is awe-

some) or email us at SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com. 

Annual Mah Jongg Tournament 
Sunday, March 11, 1:30 pm—5:30 pm 

On Sunday, March 11, from 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm, Sisterhood will host our annual Mah Jongg tournament.  Irene 

Rosenzweig and Gini Shevrin are again planning a fun time for all, from experienced players who want to compete for 

cash prizes to “newbies” who just want to play for fun.  Raffle tickets will be available to win Mah Jongg related good-

ies as well.  Light refreshments will be served.  

This year’s tournament falls on Daylight Savings “Spring Ahead” day, before we 

have switched to the 2018 card, so we will still be playing the 2017 card.   

Pre-registration for this event will be available starting sometime in January. Keep 

your eye on the e-blasts. Entry fee is $30, with an option to pre-purchase raffle tick-

ets.  All proceeds will be added to the monies that Sisterhood gives away to charities 

in the spring. 

We will need to borrow some card tables and Mah Jongg sets, so be ready to offer 

those items when you register in the spring!  Thank you for that. 

Come on out and spend a spring afternoon with other Mah Jongg mavens!  Spread the word to your friends from the 

larger community.  Make this a successful event for your Sisterhood! 

SAVE THE DATE for the annual Women’s Weekend Away! We will be spending a fabulous winter weekend in the 

beautiful city of Boston, from late afternoon Friday, January 19, to midday Sunday, January 21, 2018 (there will be a 

one-night option for those who need it).   

All Sisterhood members are invited!  Please join us again, if you have come before.  Please join us this year if you have 

never come before.  There will be women of all ages, of all levels of involvement with Sisterhood, and with all different 

interests and ideas. If you’re afraid you won’t know anyone, or if you haven’t been and you don’t know anyone going. 

Come anyway! You will feel at ease within a very few minutes. We have fun, relax, connect, learn and share together 

during this wonderful annual tradition.  

More details will follow in late October. For questions or concerns, contact Judy Fine-Edelstein 

at judyfineedelstein@gmail.com. 

Women’s Weekend Away January 19-21 

mailto:SisterhoodJewishLife@gmail.com
mailto:judyfineedelstein@gmail.com
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This year we have 

two compelling 

topics, plus a bonus 

fall mini-session! 

Here are all the 

details. 

Come for the 

learning, the snacks, 

and the community! 

Participation is without cost, though we request that 

participants support Sisterhood by registering as 

members. (Men may join as associate members.) 

For questions, contact Rebecca Shahmoon at 781-641-

0728 or rivkashah@verizon.net. 

 

FALL MINI-SESSION  

Sept. 14 - Single Teaching Session on the High Holidays 

with Cantor Doob. 

FALL SESSION  

Voices of the Torah– This fall, our clergy will lead us in 

study on some of the voices of the Torah, helping to bring 

the text to life. 

Dates - October 19, 26, November 2, 9, 16, 30, December 

14, 21. 

SPRING SESSION 

Jewish Time – This spring, our clergy will help us explore 

the wisdom of increasing meaning through our holidays !  

Dates - February 1, 8, 15, March 1, 8, 15, 29, April 5 

All classes are held from 9:30 am until 11:00 am. 

 

Thursday Study Classes with the Clergy 

Sisterhood Provides Life Cycle Gifts for Congregants 

As most of us know, Sisterhood takes the lead in many activities and events that support Temple families. Included 

among these is the overseeing of the gifts that the Temple gives to congregants to celebrate Life Cycle events. The re-

cipients of Life Cycle gifts include our graduating Tichon Isaiah students, each Bar/Bat Mitzvah, members of the con-

firmation class, and all adult B’nai Mitzvah.   

For the past two years, Sisterhood member Eve Nichols has overseen the co-

ordination and presentation of these Life Cycle gifts.  This job requires great 

attention to detail to ensure that each recipient receives the appropriate gift 

(all wrapped nicely!) right on time for the event they are celebrating.  Eve 

works closely with Rabbi Amy Hertz and her team, Rabbi Jill Perlman, and 

Sisterhood’s Judaica Shop’s longtime coordinator Marjorie Bladd to identify 

the recipients, order the slated gifts, wrap and label them – all just prior to 

the Life Cycle event being celebrated. 

These gifts range from a Torah commentary for teens, Shabbat candlesticks, 

kiddush cups, or valued Jewish books that would be an asset to anyone’s per-

sonal library. Marking these important Life Cycle events with gifts from the 

Temple has been a long-standing tradition.  The Sisterhood Board gives a 

heartfelt yasher koach to Eve Nichols for taking on the coordination of this 

important Sisterhood responsibility for these past two years – and is thrilled 

she has agreed to continue! 

mailto:rivkashah@verizon.net?subject=Clergy%20Class
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Hunger (continued) 

Food Link 

JFCS—Jewish Family Table 

Lex Eat Together 

Greater Boston Food Bank 

 
International 

Agape Global Health For Haiti 

 
Justice 

Southern Poverty Law Center 

 

Shelter 

On the Rise 

Second Step 

Household Goods 

Transition House, Cambridge, MA   

Pine Street Inn 

Rosie’s Place 

Annual Tzedakah Report for 2017 
Each year, Sisterhood donates money we raise to Temple Isaiah and its programs, as well as to 

outside charities representing the interests and concerns of the women of Sisterhood.  The process of 

submitting charities for review is done by the Sisterhood Donations Committee. The committee 

ensures each organization is a registered 501(c)(3), and researches all organizations to identify their 

goals and accomplishments, determine that they meet our funding criteria, and most importantly, 

establish that they fulfill the Sisterhood mission. 

The Committee and Board would like to note that organizations are chosen based on your submissions.  If we did 

not contribute to a certain organization or area of interest, it is because no one from our membership submitted that 

organization or area of interest. For example, no charities concerning Israel were included this year for because no 

Sisterhood members nominated them.  We would like to stress the importance of your participation EACH year.  

Members must submit a charity when requested each year or consideration will not be given.  So please, please, 

please PARTICIPATE. 

The Donations committee was chaired once again by Irene Rosenzweig. Many thanks to her and the members of her 

committee, Laura Lees, Serena Crystal, Liz Cohen, Janey Solis, Gini Shevrin, Sally Huebscher, Marlene Simpson, 

Lily Dayan-Cimidoro, Jennifer Rosenberg, and Barbara Chandler, for their careful stewardship over this process. 

The charities listed below are the local and international organizations that you, our members, submitted for 

consideration and that were chosen as the 2016-17 recipients (in addition to Temple Isaiah programs). Charities 

that receive goods directly from our Rummage sale are not listed (such as Second Chances). 

Animals 

Buddy Dog Humane Society 

 

Special Needs / Special Situations 

Me2Orchestra 

Friends of Belmont SPORT, Inc 

National Education for Assistance Dog Services 

(NEADS) 

JFCS—Boston ChaiWorks Program 
 

Education 

Metco College Scholarship Fund 

Summer Search 

Margaret Fuller Neighborhood House, Inc 

Minds Matter Boston 

PJ Library Program / Harold Grinspoon Foundation 

 
Environmental 

Acadia Center  

 
Health and Human Services 

Domestic Violence Services Network 

Caring Canines 

H.A.L.O Foundation 's Family Circle 

Parents and Researchers Interested in Smith 

Magenis Syndrome (PRISMS) 

Planned Parenthood of Massachusetts 

Right-turn.org 

 
Human Rights 

American Refugee Committee 

HIAS 

 
Hunger 

Grandma's Pantry 

Waltham Community Day Center  

Women’s Lunch Place 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

For the 2017-18 Sisterhood year, we will again 

be soliciting charity nominations early in the 

year instead of all year long. This will allow 

the dedicated Donations Committee sufficient 

time to research and consider all nominations. 

 Please nominate charities using the online 

form at http://tinyurl.com/tzedakah2018, 

or use the form on the next page. (It is much 

easier for the committee if you use the online 

http://tinyurl.com/tzedakah2018
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The mission of Temple Isaiah Sisterhood is to bring 

together the women of Temple Isaiah to serve our 

Temple, support our community, and enrich our lives 

through personal growth and friendship. We strive to 

foster and further the highest ideals of Judaism. We 

accomplish this mission through social and educational 

programs, worship, fundraising, community service, and 

involvement with the Women of Reform Judaism. Our 

activities, enhanced by the richness of our diversity, 

further our commitment to Jewish ideals, education, 

spirituality, social action, and leadership development.  

Each year, we solicit nominations for beneficiaries of our 

hard-earned tzedakah monies. Our Rummage Sale, 

Holiday Marketplace, Mah Jongg Tournament, Judaica 

Shop, and other fundraisers bring in tens of thousands 

of dollars that we largely donate to Temple Isaiah and to 

the greater community that we impact.  

This year we are seeking charity nominations earlier 

than in the past. This is your opportunity to suggest 

recipients before we start our research and decision 

process.  

Nominated charities MUST be 501(c)(3) organizations, 

and must in some way reflect the mission of Sisterhood. 

Rather than suggest your favorite personal 

charity, please consider charities that will have 

relevance to the mission of Sisterhood and that 

will benefit from our small ($200 or less) donation. 

We seldom donate to large, well-funded organizations. 

Suggestions must be RECEIVED by the Donations 

Committee by December 31, 2017.  

We much prefer that you use the online survey found at 

http://tinyurl.com/tzedakah2018, but if you are 

uncomfortable with computers, you may mail this paper 

form to Sisterhood Donations Committee, Temple 

Isaiah, 55 Lincoln Street, Lexington, MA 02421. 

Each year we start fresh so that the spring donations 

reflect the wishes of the current Sisterhood membership. 

DO NOT ASSUME that a charity will remain on the list, 

unless you suggest it again now!  

Thank you for giving your input. Beginning in March 

the donations committee will review the suggestions and 

choose about 50 charities that represent the passions of 

our current Sisterhood members. 

If you would like to become a member of the Donations 

Committee, please contact Irene Rosenzweig. The work 

mostly consists of researching the suggested charities 

(using the internet), and then meeting as a group to 

discuss the fit of each charity into our overall tzedakah 

goals. Contact Irene at irenenan@aol.com. 

 

 

Tzedakah nominations requested for 2018 

Name 

Address 

Phone / Email Address 

Health & Human Services

  

Environmental 

Education 

Disaster Aid 

Which general areas do you think Sisterhood should support? 

Arts & Jewish Culture Shelter 

Hunger 

Special Needs 

International (outside Israel) 

Israel 

Other: 

Other (please specify below)
  

Please list the FULL NAME of specific organizations you 

would like Sisterhood to support. It is helpful if you also list 

their website, if known. Organizations MUST be 501(c)(3) 

charities in order for Sisterhood to offer support. Be aware 

that many charities have similar names, so please be very 

specific.  

Charity Name (Exact) 

Website or Physical Address 

How does this charity fit in the Sisterhood mission? 

Charity Name (Exact) 

Website or Physical Address 

How does this charity fit in the Sisterhood mission? 

Please use separate paper if you have more suggestions or 

information.  

Last Question—are you willing to participate on the 

Donations Committee?  We need women who are comfortable 

using the internet to research the charities. Contact Irene 

Rosenzweig if you are interested, at irenenan@aol.com. 

Please fill in this form and mail it to Sisterhood 

Donations Committee, 55 Lincoln St, Lexington, MA 

02421. Anonymous submissions will not be considered. 

Only Sisterhood members may nominate charities. 

 

http://tinyurl.com/tzedakah2017
mailto:irenenan@aol.com?subject=Donations%20committee%20volunteer
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Sisterhood Calendar 2017-18 

August  

22 7:00 pm Movie Night 

September  

7 7:15 pm Board Meeting 

10 9:00 am Religious School Parent Coffee 

11 7:00pm Lilith 

13 7:00 pm Social Action Committee Meeting 

14 9:30 am Clergy Class  

14 6:30 pm Wine and Cheese 

20  Erev Rosh Hashana 5778 

21 4:00 pm Tashlich 

25 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Tishri 

25 7:30 pm Book  

29  Erev Yom Kippur 

October  

1  Sukkot Decorations/Bima  

4  Erev Sukkot 

5 7:00 pm Board Meeting @ Maurer's @ 7:00pm 

16 7:00 pm Wellness/Social Hall 

18 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Chesvan 

19 9:30 am Clergy Class  

19 7:00 pm Social Action Committee Meeting 

21-25  Rummage 

23 7:30 pm Book Club 

26 9:30 am Clergy Class  

30 7:00 pm Author’s Night/Social Hall 

November  

2 9:30 am Clergy Class  

2 7:15 pm Board Meeting 

5 2:00 pm Wellness 

9 9:30 am Clergy Class  

9 7:00 pm Sisterhood Membership Dinner 

15 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Kislev 

16 9:30 am Clergy Class  

16  Social Action Committee Meeting 

18  Holiday Marketplace Set-Up 

19 10 am—3 pm Holiday Marketplace 

20 7:00 pm Movie Night 

27 7:30 pm Book Club 

30 9:30 am Clergy Class  

December  

7 7:15 pm Board Meeting 

10-16  URJ Biennial 

12  Chanukah Begins 

14 9:30 am Clergy Class  

18 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Tevet 

18 7:30 pm Book Club 

18 7:00 pm Lilith Salon 

21 9:30 am Clergy Class  

January  

4 7:15 pm Board Meeting 

8 7:00 pm Movie Night 

17 7:00 pm Rosh Chodesh Shevat 

18 7:00 pm Social Action Committee Meeting 

18 7:00 pm Name Your Program 

19-21  Sisterhood Weekend Away 

22 7:30 pm Book Group 

28 4:00 pm Tu B’Shevat Seder 

February   

1 9:30 am Clergy Class  

1 7:15 pm Board Meeting 

5 7:00 pm Wellness 

8 9:30 am Clergy Class  

10 7:00 pm Painting Night--Meriam’s Cup/Social Hall 

12 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Adar 

15 9:30 am Clergy Class  

15 7:00 pm Social Action Committee Meeting 

26 7:30 pm Book Group 

28  Erev Purim 

March  

1 9:30 am Clergy Class  

5 7:00 pm Lilith 

8 9:30 am Clergy Class  

8 7:15 pm Board Meeting 

11 1:30 pm Mah Jongg Tournament 

15 9:30 am Clergy Class  

15 7:00 pm Social Action Committee Meeting 

19 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Nissan 

22 7:00 pm Wellness 

25 4:00 pm Passover Seder 

26 7:30 pm Book Group 

29 9:30 am Clergy Class  

30  Erev Pesach 

April  

5 9:30 am Clergy Class  

12  Yom Hashoah 

12 7:15 pm Board Meeting 

23 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Iyar 

26 7:00 pm Movie Night 

30 7:30 pm Book Group 

May  

3 7:15 pm Board Meeting 

6  Mitzvah Day 

10 7:00 pm Wellness 

16 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh Sivan 

17 7:00 pm Social Action Committee Meeting 

21 7:30 pm Book Group 

22 7:00 pm Lilith/Lefty Lounge 

June  

10 11:00 am Sisterhood Brunch 

13 7:00 pm Movie Night 

21 7:00 pm Social Action Committee Meeting 
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Join Sisterhood 2017-2018 

Count Yourself In! 
Have you joined yet? Join online at http://tinyurl.com/Count-Yourself-In-2017-18 

 or fill out this page and mail to:  

Gini Shevrin, 5 Graham Rd, Lexington, MA 02420 

Name: _______________________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________________  

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________  

Home phone: _________________________________________  

Cell phone: ___________________________________________  

Email: _______________________________________________  

*Are you a Temple member?  ________ 

 

Do you wish to OPT OUT of having your personal informa-

tion listed in the Sisterhood Directory? Your name alone 

would be listed should you opt out. 

I wish to OPT OUT of having my information listed in the 

directory ____________. 

Make checks payable to Temple Isaiah Sisterhood 

(check one): 

Contributor:  $  40 ___ 

Sustaining Member: $  75 ___ 

Benefactor:  $100 ___ 

Chai Benefactor: $200 ___ 

Complimentary Member: 

 For all 1st year Temple Isaiah Members – NO 

CHARGE ____ 

  Become a member simply by checking here for no 

charge ____  

(Send any other amount of your choosing, by check, if 

you wish.)  

The Sisterhood directory is available as a pdf file by email, or as a hard copy (paper) directory available for pickup 

at the temple.   

 

____YES, print me a paper copy of the directory  ____NO, I don't need a hard copy, just email me the pdf  

 

Are you interested in any of our special interest circles? The circle leader will contact you with more information.  

I have an idea for a new Circle!: 

            

Evening Book Group 

Daytime Book Group 

Daytime Movie Discussion Group 

Games 

Learn to Knit 

Learn to Play Mah Jongg 

Beginners and Advanced Beginners Mah Jongg 

Drop-in Mah Jongg (Experienced Players) 

The Yud (for Younger Women) 

Dog Walking 

Potluck Partiers 

Second Family Holiday Traditions 

Yiddish 

Walking Group 

Get involved in our events, committees, and activities. Please check all that interest you. The event / committee lead-

ers will contact you with more information. Participating in our many activities is a great way to make new friends, 

expand your own skills, and make a huge impact on our community! 

 Gather for Rosh Chodesh 

 Work at the Judaica Shop (ongoing) 

 Participate in Lilith Salons (quarterly) 

 Attend Thursday classes with the Clergy 

 Participate in Sisterhood Social Action Committee 

 Participate in Sisterhood Wellness Committee 

 Set up for special events 

 Cook/Bake for special events 

 Help with newsletters / e-blasts / publicity 

 Participate in WRJ regional & national events 

 Help with setup for Tashlich  

 Help with Membership Dinner  

 Volunteer at the Rummage Sale (10/21—10/25) 

 Assist at Holiday Marketplace  

 Help with Tu B'Shevat Seder (1/28) 

 Participate in the Women's Weekend Away 

 Participate / help with Women's Seder 

 Help Plan Mah Jongg Madness Event (3/11) 

 Help plan Spring (Legacy/YES) Brunch 

http://tinyurl.com/Count-Yourself-In-2017-18
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