
The Names we Carry and the Decisions we make: Parashat Tetzaveh 

Exodus 28 
15 You shall make a breastplate of decision, worked into a design…28 The breastplate shall be 

held in place by a cord of blue from its rings to the rings of the ephod, so that the breastplate 

rests on the decorated band and does not come loose from the ephod. 29 Aaron shall carry the 

names of the sons of Israel on the breastplate of decision over his heart, when he enters the 

sanctuary, for remembrance before the Lord at all times. 30 Inside the breastplate of decision you 

shall place the Urim and Thummim, so that they are over Aaron's heart when he comes before 

the Lord. Thus Aaron shall carry the instrument of decision for the Israelites over his heart 

before the Lord at all times. 

 
Breastplate of decision/hoshen mishpat- mishpat is judgement.  

• Robert Alter believes that the actual judgement function of the of the breastplate was 

executed through the Urim and Thummim. That this was an oracular device of some 

kind. “Some prefer to render mishpat as “decision,” although there is evidence that the 

Urim and Thummim were often used to determine who was guilty of a particular trespass 

(The Hebrew Bible, 326).” 

 

• Urim and Thummim- unclear what it means. The two words, could possibly, mean Light 

and Perfection, or Curse and Innocence, or represent a beginning and an end as the words 

start with first letter, aleph, and last letter, tav. They certainly indicate some binary 

response- yes/no, guilty or innocent. 

 

• Exodus 13( just prior to Song at the Sea)17 Now when Pharaoh let the people go, God did 

not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although it was nearer; for God said, 

"The people may have a change of heart when they see war, and return to Egypt." 18 So 

God led the people roundabout, by way of the wilderness at the Sea of Reeds.Now the 

Israelites went up armed out of the land of Egypt. 19 And Moses took with him the bones 

of Joseph, who had exacted an oath from the children of Israel, saying, "God will be sure 

to take notice of you: then you shall carry up my bones from here with you." 

 

 

 

 


