
TEMPLE B’RITH 
KODESH IS MORE 
THAN JUST A 
SYNAGOGUE
Most people know Temple B’rith Kodesh as an iconic landmark. 
To many, it is much more than an edifice.
It is the heart of Reform Jewish life and community in Rochester, New York.
Vibrant. Empowering. Uplifting.
Dedicated to enhancing the lives of those it touches. 
Passing on traditions and teachings to future generations.
Caring. Active. Involved.
Taking steps to aid those in need from every walk of life. 
Nurturing personal growth.
Comforting in times of despair. Sharing in times of joy. 

The whole value  
of a benevolent deed  

lies in the love that inspires it.
Babylonian Talmud, Sukkah 49B

Connecting within our B’rith Kodesh 
sacred community is inspirational.

TBK congregant, 2018

Temple B’rith Kodesh, founded in 1848,  
is the oldest Reform Jewish congregation in Rochester.  

We are proud to be celebrating our 170th birthday this year.  

THE HOLY COVENANT OF COMMUNITY



A MESSAGE FROM
OUR SENIOR RABBI
From the very earliest era in Jewish history, we read descriptions of how members of the 
community take responsibility for one another. In the Torah, we read that all who are able 
give gifts “as their heart moves them to do.” Through these gifts, these contributions, the 
community was able to maintain its strength.

In modern American Judaism, synagogues developed a system of membership dues. For 
many decades, this worked well in providing synagogues with the resources they needed. 
TBK has a long history of using this kind of a membership model.

In recent years, especially as we maintain a priority on being inclusive and accessible, we 
have studied the implications of our dues model. Many synagogues around the country 
have asked similar questions and many have come to the same conclusion.

Membership should not rely on fixed dues. Rather, we should return to the Torah’s image 
of contributions that come from the heart. We should embrace the core value of tsedakah, 
and enable our members to support all that TBK aspires to do in their own manner.

       Rabbi Peter W. Stein

RABBI PETER W. STEIN  serves as 
the sixth senior rabbi of Temple B’rith Kodesh. 
His rabbinate at TBK and in Rochester is de-
voted to the creation of an inclusive, accessible, 
and joyful community. His leadership is devoted 
to social justice, strong relationships between faith 
communities, and a modern engagement with our 
ancient texts and traditions.



MICHAEL KAUFMAN   Being associated with Temple B’rith Kodesh, 
and the amazing things we do for our congregation (and community)  

is extremely rewarding. TBK keeps me connected to my Jewish  
faith which is an important and meaningful part of my life!

TEMPLE
B’RITH KODESH  
IS A VIBRANT
GATHERING 
PLACE

SUE LOCOCO  Being a lifelong member of TBK has helped to shape my strong Jewish identity. 
Through my rewarding volunteer work on a variety of committees, I have had the opportunity to
meet and form deep, lasting relationships with members of the Temple community. I am proud

to be a member of TBK. As we celebrate the 170th anniversary of our founding, we need to  
continue to support TBK to ensure the future of this vibrant Temple for the next generation.



CLARA SANGUINETTI   Although I was always 
passionate about my Jewish identity, growing up I did 

not understand why being part of a Jewish community 
was so important. As I grew older, I began to yearn for 

that sense of belonging; for the opportunity to share 
the empowering and joyful traditions and values of 

Judaism. My husband and I joined TBK in 2015. Being 
part of this congregation has helped us fill our lives 

with fun and meaningful opportunities to nurture our 
Judaism. Every individual we have met here has shown 

so much commitment to our congregation, to make it 
the most welcoming, lively and supporting place. I have 
never felt so strongly connected to my Judaism and my 

community. It is like having a really big Jewish family. 
How awesome is that?

EVERYONE HERE
IS SO

WELCOMING 



After much research, counsel and prayer, the Temple B’rith Kodesh Board of 
Trustees is introducing a new commitment policy designed to better fulfill our 
sacred mission and stimulate membership giving and growth.

The new policy moves away from our traditional dues system and replaces 
it with a personal pledge system. Now, your pledge (an investment in the 
Temple’s future) is up to you. It is designed to build membership by adopting 
a policy that is more closely aligned with contemporary Jewish culture and 
values. And… to give congregants the free will to give more and increase their 
support. In fact, we hope it will inspire 100% of our members to increase their 
commitment dollars. Your personal contribution creates change and impacts 
lives while shaping our financial future.

How much should you pledge to support the works and programs of Temple 
B’rith Kodesh is simple. Give to your heart’s content.

Support the future of 
Temple B’rith Kodesh

SUPPORTING THE 
TEMPLE SHOULD 
BE A PERSONAL 
DECISION –
ONE THAT COMES 
FROM THE HEART



IRENE NAROTSKY  
Temple B’rith Kodesh helps 
us develop relationships, 
cultivate Jewish meaning, 
inspire personal growth and 
foster leadership so we can 
transform ourselves, our 
community, and the world.

JERRY ZAKALIK  We join together as a congregation to form the sacred community called 
B’rith Kodesh, Holy Covenant. Our new “give from your heart” way of funding the expenses 
incurred to create our sanctuary, house of prayer, house of meaning, and place of education 
adopts this sense of covenant. We and our children are educated and taught the beauty, depth, 
and traditions of our Judaism at our Temple. The new policy hopes to create a covenant of 
membership between each individual member and the congregation. It is where we connect 
and make life long relationships. This new policy builds these relationships and replaces the old 
transactional process of dues. It is incumbent for each member to take ownership and to “give 
from the heart,” give until it feels good. I support this covenant of membership. 

TEMPLE 
B’RITH 
KODESH IS  
A PLACE  
TO GROW


