
More Than 4 Questions with Monica Gurell 

  
Monica lives in Honeyoye Falls and works as a 9th grade Special Ed and Living 
Environment teacher at Wilson Commencement High School in the Rochester City 
School District. She grew up in Rome NY and moved to the Rochester area when she 
enrolled at SUNY Geneseo. She ended up at an apartment on East Avenue where she 
enjoyed meeting the landlord – and future husband - Dan.They have twins, a girl and a 
boy, and Earl and Rhonda Gurell are her in-laws.  
 
Monica started her TBK involvement by teaching the Gan class of 4 year olds. She and 
Dan also advised the 4th- 6thgrade youth group for five years, from 2005-2010. She 
joined the Board in 2010, and then started her work with Sunday Kollel. She served in 
various roles on the TBK Board through 2017 and has more recently been on the 
Sisterhood Board. Like her work with Kollel, she has found her involvement with 
national Clal Spark program, aimed at promoting membership engagement, to be 
especially meaningful. 
 
Her interest in the larger Jewish community was furthered when she was chosen to 
participate in the Wexner Heritage Program, a national program which aims to foster 
stronger bonds between Jewish leaders living in the same city. It’s a two year program 
that meets once/month for Jewish learning and leadership skills and it has changed her, 
helped her in terms of leadership, and opened up her eyes about siloed programs in 
Rochester. It is all about finding the common good - she wishes there were not so many 
divisions – and about people working together more towards a common goal. In her 
own words: 
 
“I would like to see a Jewish community that is welcoming, inclusive, non-judgmental, and 
forward thinking. To sustain our Jewish community new ideas and methods to engage Jewish 
people in Temple and community life need to be developed and implemented. As the Jewish 
community deals with decreasing numbers of affiliated Jews, increasing number of interfaith 
marriages, and increasing deaths due to an aging population the Jewish community needs to re-
look at what defines a Jewish person and decrease barriers to participation. As a religious 
minority that has been persecuted, singled out and denied participation in many aspects of life 
our mission needs to be to establish a global “Kehillah Kedosha” – a sacred, intimate, inclusive 
community of Jewish people. A community that looks out for each other and for those who are 
struggling, scared, oppressed, or threatened regardless of their faith. A community made up of 
stewards of social action and social reform.”  
 
Monica has had extensive involvement in organizations outside TBK as well. She joined 
Junior League in 2006; she chaired committees, and was on the Board. In 2009, her 
son was diagnosed with hemophilia and she became active with the Mary Gooley 
Center (joined their board in 2011, became VP, and served till 2017). She currently 
chairs the Hemophilia Walk Committee, which supports hemophilia-related projects and 
helps families with a hemophilia diagnosis. Since 2019 she has served as president of 
the Hemophilia Foundation of Upstate NY.  


