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Originally from Staten Island, Mike went to Cornell Law School and after graduation came to Rochester 
to work at Lacy Katzen Greene and Jones (now known as Lacy Katzen LLP). In 1970 when the war in 
Vietnam was only starting to wind down he drew a low lottery number in the draft and so enlisted in the 
National Guard. When he returned from basic training a fix-up brought him together with Suzanne, and 
they married in November, 1971.  

Mike was brought up in the Conservative/Reconstructionist tradition, although his great grandparents 
were Orthodox and his family kept kosher. After being invited to services by his new boss, Leon Katzen, 
Mike and Suzanne began attending services at Beth El. On occasion they also attended at the UR 
Interfaith Chapel. As their oldest son Aaron grew older they started thinking about joining a synagogue. 
Attracted by the architecture and design of Temple Sinai, they tried going to services there on a Shabbat 
morning but the temple was closed. They then drove to TBK, and the rest is history! The service that 
morning was in the chapel, with Rabbi Roz Gold officiating. They joined TBK in the mid-70s, and became 
involved in the Social Action committee.   

When the Schnittmans joined Temple B’rith Kodesh, the Sanctuary Movement was very important to 
them. Remembering those Jews who were turned back during the Holocaust, it only made sense to 
stand up for those who were escaping persecution in Central America in the 1980s. Temple members 
had concerns about the legality of helping undocumented refugees. Mike wasn’t concerned, even as a 
lawyer, and supported the temple’s helping Alejandro Gomez from El Salvador and his family, whose life 
was in danger. A congregational meeting was convened to try to get a resolution passed to commit to 
helping the family and Mike and Suzanne called everyone they knew to get 100 people to vote for it. 
Rabbi Miller was instrumental in getting it passed, with the help of Elie Wiesel who came to speak to the 
congregation within weeks before the vote. Once the resolution was passed, the congregation endorsed 
it and subsequently received a prestigious award from the RAC (Religious Action Center of Reform 
Judaism). When Alejandro was in jail and his bail was raised significantly, the Rochester community 
raised $50,000 on his behalf. In all, he and his family were here for at least seven years.  

Outside of TBK, Mike has been involved with doing pro bono legal work for volunteer legal services. 
JustCause is one example of an organization he has been involved with for years, which represents 
people on a pro bono basis regarding creditor’s rights, defense of foreclosures, debt settlement, 
payments, etc. Also, he has been very active in fundraising for JustCause through its Campaign for 
Justice.  

Mike and Suzanne shared Rabbi Miller’s commitment to anti-death penalty work and to interfaith 
relations, such as the establishment of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend pulpit exchange. They 
believe that a unifying thread in many of these efforts is the ability of the local Jewish community to 
participate with other faiths. They went on the interfaith trip to Israel with Rabbi Katz and Bishop Clark 
in 1998, when interfaith relations were at their peak. Mike was chair of the interfaith commission at the 
Federation for several years. Currently, he urges members of the congregation to participate in activities 



pushing back against gun violence. He is concerned about the lack of Jewish participation and wishes 
more of the congregation would participate in vigils, collecting food for victims’ families or holding a 
service. He believes that showing up is very important - that if we expect others to show up for us, or to 
be allies, we need to demonstrate our support of the Black community that is experiencing so much gun 
violence. Mike puts involvement by members of the community at a high priority. If people show up two 
to three times/year, that’s great. “The most important thing people can give is their time. If they can 
spare an hour a week or an hour a month to show up - and make sure that others know that we care - 
that is important. We are a minority - for us not to realize the very tenuous hold we have in this country, 
especially given these past few years, is unrealistic - we need as much support as we can get, so we also 
have to show up for others. That’s not the only reason to show up of course, but it’s an important one”. 


