
 

More Than 4 Questions with Justin Vigdor 

 
Justin and Louise grew up in the Bronx, and Justin attended law school in NYC. It was a 
Catholic institution but he ended up as its student president. He graduated during the Korean 
War, then applied and received a commission for the Judge Advocate General’s Corp. After 
serving for 3 years he decided to return to civilian life. He and Louise had determined that they 
didn’t want to go back to NYC to raise the family and narrowed their choices down to Syracuse 
and Rochester. The first offer came from Rochester and they arrived here in 1954.   
 
Although he grew up in an Orthodox Jewish household he was not especially drawn to 
orthodoxy and so they originally joined Temple Beth El at a colleague’s recommendation. At the 
time TBK was very much in the Reform mainstream of the era with little Hebrew in the service, 
and TBE felt more comfortable. Over time however, as both TBE and TBK became more 
traditional in practice and the children started Hebrew school, TBK felt like the better choice.   
 
When they first moved to Rochester it felt like the city was run by a small group of parochial, 
insular, and generally non-Jewish people. That began to change in the ‘60s after the riots, with 
the arrival of organizers who helped focus people’s attention on the problems of the city, both 
racial and otherwise. Justin had always been interested in bringing people together for the 
common good but found that the existing Community Chest funding was not doing that 
sufficiently. At one point the CC wanted to combine multiple beneficiary social organizations into 
a single one to save money but Justin felt it was important to keep them and their missions 
separate. He knew something about the needs of these agencies, having worked with the Mary 
Cariola Center when Mary and just a few other mothers of disabled children were meeting in a 
single room. He suggested that the various agencies – Mary Cariola, MS, ARC of Monroe 
County among others at the time - should not be merged but would be well served to locate 
together under one roof – that was the start of the Al Sigl Center as we know it today.  
 
Justin served on many boards – he “shared goals” with many community organizations and 
organizers and was in turn honored by many, including the Rochester Area Community 
Foundation, but was also active in many professional organizations. He was very involved with 
the County and State Bar Associations, and with multiple initiatives. His enthusiasm for positive 
change extended to politics, and he ran unsuccessfully for a state senate seat, for Brighton 
Town Supervisor, and for the Brighton School Board.  
 
Justin served as NYS Uniform Law Commissioner which gave him the opportunity to work on a 
draft state securities law with Joel Seligman, who eventually came to Rochester as president of 
U of R. When while in that position he planted the seed for what became the Rochester Fringe 
Festival, the president knew just whom to call for gratis legal work in forming the corporation – 
Justin not only did so but has also been chairing it ever since.  
 
The common theme in all these efforts is the importance of bringing people together, and 
shouldering responsibility together. Justin feels Rochester has changed enormously for the 
better over the decades due to people’s working together on issues, one by one. The arts have 
blossomed, the city has become more diverse and interesting. For Justin personally, the efforts 
have all been very gratifying and their own reward. And to the head of the list of his and Louise’s 
most rewarding projects, he places his 4 children, 8 grandchildren, and 5 great grandchildren.  


