
 

 

More Than 4 Questions with Jerry Zakalik 
 
Jerry’s background was Conservative Judaism. Since his childhood he felt his Judaism to be a key part of 
him and it drove his future temple involvement. He started with the TBK Brotherhood in the late 1970’s, 
and other activiites soon followed. He replaced Walter Silverman’s board position and worked with 
Walter to help with fundraising. He took part, with Walter, in bringing a number of entertainers, 
authors, and others to TBK such as Lou Jacobi and Alan Dershowitz. There were the Trivia Nights too, 
and he worked with Morrie Weinstein and George Morgenstern on the Jewish Festival behind GEVA 
Theatre.  Jerry’s work on the Board led him to become TBK Treasurer and as Treasurer, it became 
increasingly apparent to him that the structural budget deficits needed to be addressed. 
 
He was TBK President in 1993-1995. The RPO called TBK and was looking for rental space to practice.  
Jerry decided along with the Board to offer the space in exchange for a Fund Raising Concert each year. 
This continues to this day.  When TBK needed a new roof, Jerry went to the congregation and via an 
assessment paid for the roof in 3 years. He, along with Sandy Gradinger, started the TBK Endowment 
drive. They made it a point to be transparent about the Temple’s finances and congregants saw the 
need and donated. The end of Jerry’s term coincided with the serious illness of our Rabbi Judea Miller of 
blessed memory.  Jerry co-chaired the Rabbinic Search Committee with Sherri McArdle which resulted in 
finding Rabbi Larry Kotok.  When almost 2 decades later it came time for TBK to once again look for a 
Senior Rabbi, Jerry heeded the call and again served on the search committee for Rabbi Stein.  
 
In 2002 Jerry retired as a business owner but he continued his long-term involvement with TBK 
infrastructure, managing the Wolk Family Center renovation and the refurbishment of the TBK Religious 
School.  At one point he and Stu Bobry hung coat racks and changed the lenses on the ceiling lights in 
the hallways. He contracted the installation of new ceilings in the hallways and organized a group of 
volunteers to get the hallways painted. 
 
Phil Fain, past President, asked Jerry to work part time on Development and Maintenance helping out 
Executive Director Carol Leichtner.  In that position he worked with Rabbi Kotok and General Myron 
Lewis, who represented the Dosberg Foundation, to set up the Kollel at TBK.  Development was still a 
pressing need so Jerry, along with Lorraine Wolch and Justin Vigdor and in conjunction with the TBK 
Board under President Ken Greene, started the TBK Foundation.   He led the projects of bringing in a 
new sound system and adding additional lights to the Sanctuary. 
 
Tom Fink and Richard Rosen got Jerry interested in TEMPRO and it was a natural fit: in Buffalo, his father 
had had a store in an impoverished neighborhood and Jerry had gotten to know the people there, and 
he understood the need to help out as much as possible. He became President of TEMPRO in 2015-
2019. As President Jerry secured grants for facilities upgrades and helped update the contract 
management.  
 
Jerry is a past Board member of the Jewish Home. He started and chaired the Religious and Spiritual 
Care Committee when he found the focus on Religious Practice too limiting. He also chaired the Search 
committee for a new Chaplin and found Chaplin Rabbi Sandra Katz.  Jerry helped initiate the Greenhouse 
Project now known as the Cottages. 
 
Currently at TBK, Jerry is active with the Building Committee. He credits his wife Bobby not only with 
getting him started on his extensive community involvement, but supporting and contributing to his 
work all along the way. 


