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I heard a wonderful teaching last week, what I consider to be an
inadvertent midrash.  I was attending the installation service for the new
senior pastor at Third Presbyterian Church.  Many of you know that we’ve
had a long and rich relationship with Third, and it was an honor to join in
celebrating the installation for Rev. Rebecca Segers.  I look forward to
introducing her to all of you through joint activities in the coming months.

One of Rev. Segers’ mentors and friends, Rev. Eddie J. Jusino, preached
the sermon.  Now, understand the context: last Sunday was, for us,
Shavuot.  On the church calendar, therefore, it was Pentecost.

Not only was it Pentecost for them, but it was, of course, the culmination of
a long and arduous search process to find the right minister for the church.

And so, the speaker used as his refrain, “No more waiting!”

No more waiting!  An outstanding new leader is in place.

No more waiting!  The time for courageous change and a recommitment to
social justice is now.

And, no more waiting…Pentecost had come.

For me, this resonated in important ways.

No more waiting!  After the long 50 days of the counting of the Omer, we
were at Shavuot.  We were once again at Mt. Sinai to receive…present
tense…the Torah.  Shavuot isn’t about the remembrance of events from
ancient times.  Rather, it is an opportunity to recommit, to Jewish learning
and to shaping the world into one of peace, justice, and equality.



And, for us, tonight, no more waiting!  We have reached 50 years of women
serving in the rabbinate, commemorating Rabbi Sally Priesand being
ordained at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in
Cincinnati, Ohio in June 1972.

But, as with Shavuot, this milestone anniversary needs to be about more
than just remembering an event that occurred half a century ago.  This
moment in time is one where we can celebrate the extraordinary ways that
Rabbi Priesand and her 800 plus female identifying colleagues…including
the six women who have been our rabbis, teachers, and guides…have
transformed the world.

This moment is, I believe, one when we can and must identify the next
steps on the path to equality and opportunity in our community.

If I can interrupt myself, one side note…Third Church was founded in 1827,
195 years ago.  And Rev. Segers is the first woman to serve as senior
pastor of the church!

So, progress.  And a reminder that there is still so much work to be done.

Ten years ago, in marking the fortieth anniversary of women in the
rabbinate, an important book was published.  It was entitled Sacred Calling,
and we hosted an event involving Rabbi Gold, Rabbi Kobey, Rabbi
Gutterman, and Rabbi Levy in a memorable Shabbat.

In that book, there is a lengthy section marking all of the “firsts”…and that
list continues to grow every year.  There are still communities and
leadership roles and innovations that are accomplished for the very first
time by wise and strong women each and every year.



I am honored that Elana Arian is with us this Shabbat, to give voice to our
celebration and to our yearnings.  I pray that this Shabbat will be a time
when we renew our commitment to inclusion and accessibility.  We hold to
wonderful ideals: everyone is welcome…everyone is
celebrated…everyone, of every identity.  And yet, no more waiting—we still
have work to do to make that a reality.

I suppose that my reflection this Shabbat is a simple one.  Yes, let’s join
together with our movement in celebrating the milestone of Rabbi
Priesand’s ordination and all that has flowed from it.  It is a deserved
moment of celebration.

And yet, my reflection is this: as far as we’ve come on the path to equality,
there is so much more work to be done.  I am eager to work alongside all of
you in creating a community where women and LGBTQ members are
equally represented in leadership roles, where every space and every
moment in our congregation’s life is free from harassment and from
unwanted touch or speech, and where we become a light and an example
for the community of a holy congregation that fulfills the ideal of inclusion,
equality, and opportunity.

No more waiting: tonight we celebrate and tonight we begin the essential
work that lies ahead.

Shabbat Shalom!


