
 
 
Q:What brought your family to Rochester?  
A: My family fled Germany and arrived in NYC in 1939. My father was a textile engineer and set out to find 
work. He put out feelers and got a response from a second cousin in Rochester, Ruth Wolf, who was the 
widowed wife of TBK’s second rabbi, Horace Wolf. She knew the Feinbloom brothers who had textile 
factories in Perry NY, and up we came.  
 
Q: So that explains how you got to both Perry AND to TBK. What has been your involvement with TBK? 
A: When we were living in Perry it was a significant drive to Rochester in the middle of gas rationing, and 
we came mostly for the high holidays. But after I finished law school in NYC I knew I didn’t want to live 
either there or in Perry and after a stint in the Army Reserve I accepted a job offer in Rochester. And I 
joined TBK for $20 per year. I played bridge at TBK and soon became an usher, then head usher, then 
active in the Men’s Club which had 300 members at the time. Around that time I met Joyce, who 
fortunately agreed to convert from Orthodox Judaism. Eventually I became president of the Men’s Club 
and in 1970 I went on the Board and in 1978 became TBK president. From 2006 until last year I served as a 
member of the TBK Foundation. 
 
Q: Which social action activities have you been involved with over the years, and which have been most 
personally meaningful? 
A: I’ve been active with the Social Action Commission of URJ, and I got to know Al Vorspan there, and 
later David Saperstein. And of course Rabbi Judea Miller was very active in social action at TBK and I was 
kind of a conduit from RAC to TBK. These included immigration activities, letter writing, the leadership 
program. In the late ‘60’s Rabbi Herb Bronstein decided we needed a program for the homeless and that 
was the start of Tempro, where I was and am still active. I have been very involved with the ARC of 
Monroe, and with the URJ filing of briefs in support of Church and State separation issues. I think the 
immigration activity resonated most deeply with me due to my own experiences.  
 
Q: What would you like to see in TBK’s future? 
A: I think we need to do more things jointly, and increase programming, involving more members. It’s a 
much smaller congregation now than it was 50 years ago, and less of our budget proportionally comes 
from dues, and that’s a reality we have to face up to. People are less involved than they used to be too, 
and we have to figure out how to bring them back. 


