
 

 
 
 
Q: How did you come to Rochester and then to TBK?  
A: I first came to Rochester when I was working on projects for the Urban Development Corporation in 
NYC, now known as Empire State Development. One of the first was the Lehigh Valley Railroad Station 
downtown, better known today as Dinosaur Barbecue. Eventually I was contacted by a headhunter 
for a local firm, and Marge and I came and decided this would be a good place to settle down. After 
some years at Temple Sinai we came to TBK, largely because of Rabbi Judea Miller and his social 
activism. 
 
Q: What social action work have you participated in at Temple? 
A: I was the co-chair of the Social Action Committee in the ‘90s, and along with Jerry Zakalik, we 
started the Adopt-A-Cop program, which provided a great deal on homeownership in the city to 
rookie cops in exchange for community service hours. I was also on the board of Reform Jewish Voice 
of NYS, which was the precursor to RAC-NY. And my involvement in TEMPRO has been continuous, 
from the time I joined TBK until now. 
 
Q: What was your most valued work?  
A: No question it has been TEMPRO. It is really a unique contribution among synagogues to housing 
the homeless which TBK has made, and it was what drew me to become a TBK member in the first 
place. I’ve been able to work on expanding the number of units over the years, and making sure it’s 
managed properly, and it has been a source of great satisfaction to me.  
 
Q: What direction do you hope to see the Temple follow in the future?  
A: I think TBK is doing the right things. Things are complicated by Israeli politics which can divide 
congregants. It’s a tightrope walk for rabbis, and the balance we have now is good. It’s best to focus 
on local issues. All congregations are dwindling. Most people join Temples to raise their children and 
then drop out. There used to many more Chavurot, and that filled a social need. To a certain extent, 
Social Action now fills that gap.    
 


