
 
 
 
 
Q: How did you come to Rochester and then to TBK?  
A: I was born in the Bronx, grew up in Queens, and went to college in Binghamton. After a brief detour 
to New Orleans we decided we wanted to be nearer family and returned to the northeast when my 
then-husband was offered a job at U of R. I was encouraged to join a synagogue when my son Adam 
made it quite clear that he wanted to become a Bar Mitzvah. TBK at that time had a female rabbi, 
Rabbi Gold, which was both unusual and a major plus for me. 
 
Q: What social action work have you participated in at Temple? 
A: I’ve been active on everything from Mitzvah days to TEMPRO to flower delivery for Sisterhood to 
baked goods for Israeli soldiers. It was hard to turn down TEMPRO involvement when the initial 
request came from my husband Don Onimus, who happened to be TBK president! 
 
Q: What was your most valued work?  
A: Certainly my work with TEMPRO has been the most important to me, as well as where I’ve put 
most of my efforts over the years. It touches the lives of women and children which is a priority for 
me, and it allows me to put my accounting and record-keeping skills to good use for the larger 
community. 
 
Q: What direction do you hope to see the Temple follow in the future?  
A: Temple is all about building relationships and we need to continue to work on that: try to meet 
someone new at services, be welcoming, outreach is important. We’re aging in the Reform 
movement, our congregation has shrunk by ½ and resources are limited. We can make closer ties with 
other Reform congregations. I’d like to see more joint services and social events. More Chavurot, a 
revitalized Brotherhood. It’s most important just to show up, and share your story. My mantra is 
“Hineni” – here I am. 
 

 

 


