
 

 

 

4 Questions for Jerry Zakalik 

 
Q: What brought you to TBK initially? 
A: We moved to the Rochester area from Syracuse in the late 1970’s and were looking for a 
synagogue. We originally settled on another congregation. After a year no one had ever said hello, so 
we came to TBK and had a much happier experience. 
 
Q: You’ve been very involved with TBK over the years, doing everything from building maintenance to 
leading as president of the congregation. How did all that begin? 
A: My wife Bobby suggested that I join the Brotherhood and that kicked things off: I met Tom Fink, 
Morrie Weinstein, Don Onimus, Tom Rheinstein and several other people there and slowly got more 
involved. The key to the whole thing is relationships, I keep preaching that. Getting into relationships 
gets you into the fabric of the congregation. 
 
Q: You’ve been involved with many community and social action initiatives over the years, everything 
from the Jewish Home to Tempro. Which has been most meaningful to you and why? 
A: It's hard to say. Certainly the efforts that affected people and might improve their lives was 
meaningful to me. Strengthening TEMPRO and providing a home ,though only a temporary one, for 
hundreds of homeless families is satisfying and frustrating as well, because the trauma of 
homelessness continues. In the Torah, Parshat Terumah, says something like “build me a sanctuary 
and I will dwell AMONGST you”. It took the people working together to accomplish the task. It's in the 
relationships between the individuals where God could be found. Not in an empty structure , no 
mater how beautiful. Bringing people together for the greater good is where I find meaning. 
 
Q: What would you like to see in TBK’s future?  
A: Temple is at a pivotal point. Where are the younger members? How do we get parents with kids 
still in school involved? I would like to see more development of relationships in the congregation. It’s 
all about weaving that fabric of involvement, like it was for me. 


