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Yerushalayim: THEN 

Background 

Yerushalayim is the holiest city in the land of Israel.  Its significance dates back to the days of the 

Avot - it is where Akeidat Yitzchak took place, as well where Yaakov slept when he dreamt of 

the ladder ascending to shamayim.  Many years later, it was the place where Dovid HaMelech  

established his kingdom and his son, Shlomo, built the Beit HaMikdash.  Today, it is the capital 

of the state of Israel, and the home of the Kotel Hama’aravi, where thousands of Jews come to 

The Beit HaMikdash 

The most joyous time of the year in Yerushalayim during the time that the Beit  

HaMikdash stood was the holiday of Sukkot.  On that day, Jews from all over the world 

would gather together in the Beit HaMikdash.  Anyone who knew how to play a musical 

instrument would bring it along, and those who did not would join in with their voices.  

The greatest rabbis of the day would dance in front of everyone, and everyone else 

would join in by singing, clapping, and playing their instruments.  The celebration lasted late 

into the night.  The simcha was so great that the rabbis in the gemara say that anyone who did 

not see this event has never seen true simcha in their lives. 

Rabbi Akiva and the Fox 

Tragically, the Roman army destroyed the second Beit Hamikdash.  Soon after-

ward, Rabbi Akiva and his fellow rabbis were walking by the place where the 

Beit HaMikdash had stood.  In its place was a large pile of rubble.  As they 

walked by, they saw a fox walking on the rubble right near the place where the 

kodesh hakadashim, the holiest part of the Beit HaMikdash, used to stand.  When 

Rabbi Akiva’s fellow rabbis saw this they began to cry, however Rabbi Akiva himself 

began to laugh.  Rabbi Akiva turned to them and asked, “Why are you crying?”  His 

fellow rabbis responded, “This is the holiest place in the world, where no one is per-

mitted to enter except for the Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur, and now there is a fox 

walking there - of course we are crying!  How can you laugh?”  Rabbi Akiva re-

sponded, “That is why I am laughing.  There were two prophesies. One was that Beit 

HaMikdash would be destroyed  and one that it will eventually be rebuilt.  Now that 

I see with my own eyes that the first prophecy came true, I know that the second one 

will as well.  Therefore I am laughing out of the  

happiness of knowing that the Beit HaMikdash will be rebuilt.” 

Please learn with your parent about the background of this city and turn the page 

for a fun activity based on what you just learned! 
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Yerushalayim: NOW 

Yerushalayim is the capital of the State of Israel and its largest city, with more than 

800,000 residents.  Many important government institutions are located there in-

cluding the Knesset, the Supreme Court, and the offices of the President and the 

Prime Minister. Many important Torah institutions are located in Yerushalayim, 

including the Mir Yeshiva, the Chevron Yeshiva, and Mercaz Harav, as well as Hebrew University, 

ranked among the top 100 universities in the world. 

Har Habayit Beyadeinu 

In June of 1967, things did not look very promising 

for the State of Israel.  Facing attack from multiple Ar-

ab countries, including Syria, Jordan, and Egypt, out-

numbered by many thousands, and with much less 

military equipment, all odds were against Israel’s sur-

vival.  However, in possibly the greatest miracle in 

modern times, Israel not only survived, but in only six 

short days had defeated the Arab armies and nearly tripled the size of 

the country.  The most important area that Israel reclaimed during this 

war was Har Habayit, the place where the holy Beit Hamikdash once 

stood, and the Kotel stands to this day.  Motta Gur was the chief of staff 

of the Israeli Defense Force at the time, and the commander of the unit 

who overtook this area.  In an emotional outburst he cried, “Har 

Habayit b’yadeinu,” “Har Habayit is in our hands,” and the Jewish peo-

ple all celebrated that we once again had the opportunity to visit the 

holiest place on earth. 

Story 

Background 
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• Har HaBayit 

 

• Coins from the days of 

the Beit HaMikdash 

 

• The Parliament of  Israel 

 

• A shul from India that 

was built in the 1500’s 

 

• The Ramban’s Shul 

 

• The Menorah, the sym-

bol of the state of  Israel 

 

• The Kotel Tunnels 

 

• The Jewish National and 

University Library 

 

• The oldest Tanach in the 

world 

 

• Three different 

campuses in 

Yerushalayim 

•  

 

•  

 

•  

The Israel Museum 

Israel’s national museum. It was 

founded in 1965. 

•  

 

•  

The Old City 

The original city of Yerushalayim. 

•  

 

 

 

•  

The Knesset 

The home of the government 

of the State of Israel 

Please look at these 4 locations in 

Yerushalayim. 

Then, connect each phrase on the right to 

the place in which you would find it. 

Hebrew University 

Israel’s second oldest university.  

It was opened in 1925. 

•  
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Davenning at the Kotel 
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The Symbol of modern  

Jerusalem 


