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T O R A H  I N  A  B O X  

E R U V  I N  M Y  L I V I N G  R O O M  GA M E  

Learning Goals 
1. Children will participate in a Torah-based game. 
2. Children will learn several halachot of an Eruv. 

 
What To Know Before You Start 

 This as a game-based challenge. Children will require adult assistance. 
 
Game Plan 

1.  “Your Objective for Today: 
a. Arrange the children in two, separate areas of the room or two nearby 

rooms. 
b. You and your friend have decided that you want to hang out on Shabbat 

afternoon. You have the game you plan to play, but need to get it to your 
friend’s house. 
How can you get your game to your friend’s house on Shabbat 
afternoon?” 

2. If a child tries to move the pieces from one house to the other – ask, “What are 
you doing!? You can’t do that on Shabbat!” 

a. It is forbidden to carry on Shabbos in public domain. The Rabbis added 
that it’s prohibited to carry from one private domain to another without 
joining them through an Eruv. 

b. How do we know if we’re in a public domain or a private domain? 
i. Learn the four types of domains/areas on Shabbat. 

c. With the knowledge of the 4 domains: What domains are we dealing 
with here? 

i. Note: (define a public domain) 
1. i.e. a city square 

ii. Private domain (reshut hayachid): closed off area 
1. i.e. the houses 

iii. Karmelit: Doesn’t fit into public or private domains 
1. Street or yard that isn’t completely fenced off 
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iv. (disregard the makom petur- uncommon) 
3. When are we allowed to carry on Shabbat? 

a. Private domain = Yes 
b. Public thoroughfare = NO 
c. Karmelit = no, but if you fix it then you can! 

4. What kind of area are we dealing with? The neighborhood street 
a. Is it private? No. It’s outside our homes. 
b. Is it public? Not quite. It’s a small secluded area and doesn’t have lots of 

people passing through. 
c. Our case is not private, it’s public property, but it’s also not a public 

thoroughfare = karmelit! 
  

5. A Karmelit is a special in-between area that can be converted INTO a private 
domain. How do you convert a Karmelit into a Reshut Hayachid? 

a. What makes an area private? Walls! 
i. Let’s build a wall.   

 
6. What is an alternative to building a wall? A series of doorways! 

a. A Tzurat HaPetach is a “doorway”. In theory, a wall full of doorways is 
still called a wall. So too, we make “doorways” around the community as 
“walls” and in that way we build our Eiruv! 

7. Extra Credit #1: An Eiruv needs to have the string ABOVE the pole (על גביהם). 

Just like doors have sides and tops (lintels), so too our string tzurat hapetach 
needs a door frame structure!  

8. Extra Credit #2/Fun Fact: What makes this an Eruv? What does Eruv mean? It 
means mixture. The Mixture/Eruv is actually NOT the strings and poles! The 
Eruv is actually a SHARED food (usually a box of matzah). The Eruv is placed 
in a common place in the community that everyone can access. If the Matzah 
disappears, then the Eruv is gone as well! Guard those matzot! 


