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Chevron: THEN 

Background 

When Sarah Imeinu died, Avraham went looking for a place to bury her. He 

found the perfect cave, but it was owned by a man named Efron. Avraham 

asked Efron if he could buy the field. Efron said that he would give the field to 

Avraham for free, but Avraham chose to pay money anyway. He didn’t do it 

privately. In front of everyone in the city, Avraham bought the field of Efron with the cave in-

side, so that everyone would know that it belonged to Avraham. This is the first piece of land 

in Israel that was owned by the Jewish People. 

The cave is called Me’arat Ha’machpeilah. Avraham buried Sarah there, and was later buried 

there himself. Do you know who else is buried there? There are some very famous people bur-

ied in that cave: Adam and Chavah, Avraham and Sarah, Yitzchak and Rivkah, Yaakov and 

Leah. 

Yerushalayim became the capital city of the Jewish people, but Yerushalayim was not always 

owned by the Jews. When Dovid became the king of the Jewish people, the capital city was 

Chevron until he was able to take control of Yerushalayim. 

A Head in the Cave  

Yaakov passed away in Egypt when he was 147 years old. All of his children 

went along to bury him in Israel, in Me’arat Ha’machpeilah. Eisav, his brother, 

showed up and tried to stop them from burying Yaakov; Eisav wanted to be bur-

ied in the cave. Naphtali’s son Chushim (who was deaf) was very angry that 

Eisav was stopping them from burying his grandfather, so he took out his sword 

and cut off Eisav’s head. So, Eisav’s head is also buried in Me’arat Ha’machpei-

lah.  

Please learn with your parent about the background of this city and turn the 

page for a fun activity based on what you just learned! 

Background 

Story 
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Read the list of women and the list of men, 

then circle the people who are 

buried in Me’arat Ha’machpeilah 

Next, draw a line to connect the 

husbands to their wives as they are 

buried in the cave. 

Moshe 

Avraham 

Amram 

Aharon 

Dovid 

Ephraim 

Yitzchak 

Yonaton 

Adam 

Shmuel 

Levi 

Yaakov 

One of the Imahot is not buried in 

Me’arat Ha’machpeilah. She’s not 

even buried in Chevron. Put a box 

around her name above. 

 

Devorah 

Rivkah 

Esther 

Miriam 

Sarah 

Yocheved 

Rachel 

Leah 

Ayelet 

Shifra 

Tzippora 

Chavah 

 

It is called Kever ______________ 
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Chevron: NOW 

Parshat Chayei Sarah in Chevron 

The Shabbat of Prashat Chaye Sarah is called Shabbat Chevron. On this Shabbat throngs 

of different Jewish people come to visit the ancient city of Chevron and read the Torah 

portion that describes Avraham purchasing the land of Chevron. Some years more than 

30,000 Jewish people visit for that Shabbat.  

How Rabbi Shlomo Goren Single-handedly captured Chevron 

Rabbi Shlomo Goren woke up late on the 29th of Iyar 1967. It was late be-

cause the Israeli Defense Force had already left Jerusalem on its way to cap-

ture the ancient city of Hebron. Rabbi Goren thought it was very important 

to be with the army when they captured the holy city so he told the driver 

of his jeep to drive quickly to Chevron.  

At each turn in the road Rabbi Goren expected to find the Israeli army just ahead. 

When he didn’t find them he thought that he must be very late and that the army 

had already secured the city. So when he came to Hebron he drove straight through 

the city.  

What he didn’t know was that the Israeli army had decided to secretly go around 

Chevron and was still waiting for orders to enter the city from the other side. When 

Rabbi Goren drove through the city he did not find the army. Instead, he saw white 

sheets hanging from every building in Chevron. The Arabs who lived in Hebron 

were saying that they surrender.  

Rabbi Goren quickly made his way to Me’arat haMachpela, the cave of the patri-

archs, and blew his Shofar. With this trumpeting he proclaimed that the Jewish peo-

ple had once again returned to the city which their forefathers lived in.  

Background 
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R A B B I G O R E N  Z K 

 T H M W P C H U S H I M 

 R S H O F A R J W C Q Y 

 L U D E R X V Y O U H C 

M R W R I B G C R O L H 

 D R C V A V O T D K B E 

J E E P  R B Q  N A S M V 

 W N T X A C H A V A H R 

 B D V M X A Q R T R U O 

 L E Y U J V K W C A B N 

 A R M Y T E A X P H L B 

G H F W Q X V Z B M K W 

Hebrew Words 

Chevron 

Avot 

Sarah 

Chavah 

Shofar 

Chushim 

English Words 

Cave 

Sword 

Rabbi Goren 

Surrender 

Jeep 

Army 

Find the following words that 
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