
Our curriculum, Livnot Kehillah, Building Community, is designed around the core concepts of 

social and emotional learning, experiential learning, project-based learning and cooperative 

learning models.  

As 6th graders enter middle school, it is time for them begin the process of developing a more 

mature relationship with Kehillah, community, and their own emerging pre-teen Jewish identity. 

The overarching theme for 6th grade, Livnot Kehillah (also the name of curriculum!) combines 

the well-developed themes of the past six years with an emphasis on building community.  

Our guiding principles focuses on encouraging students to spend time reflecting and revisiting 

their Jewish educational experience thus far in Talmud Torah, and at the same time, look towards 

their ongoing Jewish education as they begin the transition to Noar B’Yachad (our upper school). 

Hebrew 

Students will complete their study of tefillot, prayers, by mastering the Torah service, Aliyah 

blessings, Haftarah blessings, and developing a D’var Torah. In addition, they will review all the 

prayers they have learned since 3rd grade as a refresher for completion of our lower school 

curriculum. Following “brushing up” on skills, new prayers will be introduced with a 

continuation of learning the Kavanah, meaning, of each new prayer while learning how to read 

and chant them. As students progress in learning prayers, we encourage them to take part in our 

tefillah-based Gold Kippah program which follows the framework of the prayers we teach. 

Please see https://www.bnaiisraelcong.org/gold-kippah for a list of prayers in the Gold Kippah 

program.  

By attending Shabbat services, completing homework assignments, and practicing rituals in the 

home, your child’s fluency reciting prayers and their ability to decode and identify words will 

increase. 

Prayer List 

Students will be able to sing each prayer through a mix of rote learning and familiarity with text. 

• Torah Service 

• Torah blessings 

• Haftarah blessings 

https://www.bnaiisraelcong.org/gold-kippah


• Kaddish Shalem 

• Aleinu 

• Ashrei  

 

Hebrew Goals and Objectives 

Each student will complete a thorough refresher in the fall and by the end of the school year be 

able to: 

• Read with more fluency and accuracy 

• Quickly regain familiarity and knowledge of prayers taught in previous grades 

• Identify a connection between the Kavanah and Avodah, the meaning and the prayer 

• Enrich Torah service Hebrew prayer vocabulary 

• Read and chant new prayers with proficiency 

 

Judaics 

Judaics is divided into the following subjects: 

Neviim, Prophets – Students will take a close look at the roles of major Neviim, prophets, such as 

Elijah, Jeremiah, and Isaiah as preachers of social justice. They will also look at the Neviim as a 

major part of Haftarah readings.  

 

Jewish History – Students will continue learning Jewish history focusing on the cultural richness 

of Eastern European Jewry from 1881-1914 and the great migration of Jews to America. They 

will look closely at Jewish Nationalism and Zionism and following the First World War, focus 

on the American Jewish community, completing the year of study with the British Mandate and a 

hope for a Jewish homeland.  

 

Tanakh– Parshat Hashavuah – Students will look at the weekly parsha, Torah portion, as well 

as Haftarah. During their weekly study, they will develop their own understanding of Torah and 

will begin creating a D’var Torah, Torah related sermon, that shows a deep understanding (in an 

age-appropriate way) of the text. In addition, they will add their own personal story to each 

parsha. 

 

Goals: 

Neviim – Prophets 

• Students will learn about the importance of social justice in ancient Israel and how it 

relates to their own lives today. 



• Students will understand why we have a weekly Haftarah portion in addition to a Torah 

portion and why they are connected. 

Jewish History 

• Students will look at the role of Eastern European Jewry in helping create an American 

Jewish community based on culture, practice, and history. 

• Students will learn about the foundations of Zionism and the struggle of world Jewry to 

found a national homeland against all odds. 

• Students will learn how American Jewry and Zionism relate to one another in creating 

societies that embrace a way of life based upon survival, cultural heritage, and a shared 

belief in Jewish values and history. 

Tanakh– Parshat Hashavuah 

• Students will look at the Torah and its cycle in addition to understanding how its design 

and messages relate to our modern world.  

• Students will interact with each parsha in order to create their own narrative and 

understanding of Torah.  

• Students will create their own D’var Torah, interpretation, with narrative of each parsha. 

 

Student Materials:  

Neviim – Prophets:  

• The Prophets: Speaking out for Justice  

Jewish History 

• The History of the Jewish People Vol II chapters 1-7 

TaNaKh– Parshat Hashavuah 

• Parasha – Experiencing the Weekly Torah Portion 

 

Tefillah Hebrew:  

• Hebrew in Harmony:  Prayer curriculum with an online component 

• Siddur Sim Shalom 

 


