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MASORTI 
the congregational arm of the Conservative Movement in 
Israel, supports a pluralistic, egalitarian, and democratic 
vision for Judaism and Israel. The more than 70 Masorti 
congregations throughout Israel are a primary address 
for many of the religious and social needs of the 80% 
of the Israeli population who are not Orthodox. Unlike 
Orthodox congregations, Masorti’s spiritual services, 
b’nai mitzvah programs, nursery schools, camps, youth 
groups, and social services receive no support from the 
Israeli government.  Your contribution to Masorti is critical 
to help sustain a “third way” — not secular Judaism, not 
ultra-Orthodoxy. 

There are two ways to contribute.  Support the 
movement as a whole or contribute directly to our sister 
congregation, Ya’ar Ramot in Jerusalem.  Contributors 
of $120 or more to Ya’ar Ramot will become overseas 
members of that congregation.  

MERCAZ 
is the Conservative Movement’s party in the World Zionist 
Organization. Your membership in Mercaz enables the 
movement to secure millions of dollars of funding from 
the Jewish Agency for movement programs. Mercaz is 
one of the strongest voices in Israel on issues of Jewish 
pluralism.

This year, you can do your part to 
strengthen your family’s connection 
to Israel.

Support the institutions of the 
Conservative Movement and sustain 
the Jewish soul!

Help B’nai Israel Support 
Masorti and Mercaz

Dear Members of B’nai Israel,

Building on the recent news that B’nai Israel is reopening its doors to the community, we are excited to share our plans to 
celebrate the High Holidays of 5782. 

Thank you to the many who completed our High Holiday Survey. Based on your responses, we estimate that 50-60% of 
our congregation plans to participate in in-person services; there is a real desire for in-person youth and family service 
opportunities; and almost 99% of age-eligible members of our community are or soon will be fully vaccinated. Our Roadmap 
to Reopening Task Force has been meeting regularly for more than a year to evaluate state and local ordinances, public 
health guidance, research and data, and feelings about our particular community. Their guidance has been invaluable, as 
has the patience and cooperation of the entire community that has endured this journey through the pandemic together.

We are prepared to offer a ticket and assign seats to any member of B’nai Israel who completes the enclosed High 
Holiday Ticket Request Form before July 16. We will also allow members to purchase seats for teens and non-member 
adult relatives who wish to join our traditional services. Because seating maps will be adjusted from “normal” years, the 
only requests for specific seats we will honor are for dedicated seats in Dweck Sanctuary or Bimblich Hall. All other 
seating will be assigned on a first-come basis. Our enhanced livestream will be available for all services conducted in 
Dweck Sanctuary for those who wish to participate from home. 

Here are some other important things to know:
• Tickets will be issued for the entirety of the High Holiday season. Seats will be assigned for Rosh Hashanah morning 

services (both days), Kol Nidre, and Yom Kippur morning. Seating will be open for Rosh Hashanah evening services 
and Minha/Neilah on Yom Kippur. 

• Tickets are not required for any of our outdoor services. Reservations are requested on the enclosed Ticket Request 
Form to help us prepare, but seats will not be assigned. 

• Information about indoor Babysitting, Youth and Family Services, and Teen Services is presented here for planning 
purposes only. Online registration for these services will be sent in a separate email. All children will need to be 
registered to participate. 

• While we cannot know the exact number of participants in indoor services, we estimate that our sanctuaries will 
be filled to 60-70% of normal capacity. Please consider this estimate when making your own decisions about 
participation.

• Honors will be assigned as in “normal” years. Please fill out the enclosed form if you would like to be considered 
for an honor. Contact Allison Karasik (allison@bnaiisraelcong.org) for more information.

• Mahzor prayerbooks will be distributed at each seat. The traditional Yizkor Memorial Book will also be printed and 
distributed at seats. The mahzor will be available for purchase for those who would like a copy for home use; digital 
copies of the Yizkor book will also be available. More information will circulate later in the summer. 

• As of now, masks are required for all indoor Shabbat and holiday services at B’nai Israel, as these are considered 
large gatherings. Masks are optional for outdoor services and programs.

Please review the enclosed packet carefully and return the Ticket Request Form as soon as possible. Due to space 
limitations, ticket requests are only guaranteed for forms postmarked by July 16. Contact the High Holiday Hotline at 
240-221-2510 or hhdseats@bnaiisraelcong.org with additional questions or concerns.

Thank you for your dedication to B’nai Israel and your ongoing cooperation as we continue to navigate the uncharted 
waters of this pandemic together. We look forward to greeting you in 5782 … if not sooner.

Shalom,

Rabbi Michael Safra, Senior Rabbi   Scott Hodes, President
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 Schedule of  Services

www.bnaiisraelcong.org/highholidays

ROSH HASHANAH
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 – ROSH HASHANAH EVENING
6:15 PM Evening Service in Dweck Sanctuary (Livestream Option) 
8:00 PM Outdoor Evening Service in Parking Lot A

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 – ROSH HASHANAH DAY ONE
8:45 AM Shaharit Service in Dweck Sanctuary/Bimblich Hall/Gudelsky Hall (Livestream Option)
 10:00 AM Torah Service
9:00 AM Shaharit Service in Goodman Assembly Hall
 10:15 AM Torah Service
9:15 AM Family Tots Experience
10:00 AM Youth and Teen Services
4:30 PM Outdoor Family Service
6:30 PM Tashlikh
7:15 PM Minha/Ma’ariv 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 – ROSH HASHANAH DAY TWO
8:45 AM  Shaharit Service in Dweck Sanctuary/Bimblich Hall/Gudelsky Hall (Livestream Option)
 10:00 AM Torah Service
9:00 AM Shaharit Service in Goodman Assembly Hall
 10:15 AM Torah Service
9:15 AM Family Tots Experience
10:00 AM Youth and Teen Services
4:30 PM Outdoor Family Service
7:15 PM Minha/Ma’ariv 

YOM KIPPUR
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 – KOL NIDRE
6:45 PM Minha, Kol Nidre in Dweck Sanctuary/Bimblich Hall/Gudelsky Hall (Livestream Option)
7:00 PM Minha, Kol Nidre in Goodman Assembly Hall
7:00 PM Youth and Teen Services (doors open at 6:45 PM)

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 – YOM KIPPUR
9:00 AM Shaharit Service in Dweck Sanctuary/Bimblich Hall/Gudelsky Hall (Livestream Option)
 10:30 AM Torah Service
9:15 AM Shaharit Service in Goodman Assembly Hall 
 10:45 AM Torah Service
9:30 AM Family Tots Experience
10:30 AM Youth and Teen Services
3:30 PM Outdoor Family Service
5:00 PM Minha
6:30 PM  Neilah
7:45 PM Shofar

 Service Descriptions
DWECK/BIMBLICH/GUDESLKY SERVICE
This service is conducted from the bima in Dweck Sanctuary, with expanded seating in Bimblich and Gudelsky Halls. This 
service is led primarily by Rabbi Safra and Cantor Perlman, with Rabbi Berkowitz and Cantor Bolts taking leadership roles 
on the second day of Rosh Hashanah and at certain points on Yom Kippur. All services from Dweck Sanctuary will be 
broadcast via enhanced livestream.

GOODMAN ASSEMBLY HALL SERVICE
This service takes place in the large multi-purpose room in the rear of the Lenkin Education and Activities Center and is led 
primarily by Rabbi Berkowitz and Cantor Bolts, with Rabbi Safra and Cantor Perlman taking leadership roles on the second 
day of Rosh Hashanah. This service will not be broadcast via livestream.

OUTDOOR EVENING SERVICE IN PARKING LOT
• 8:00 PM on the First Evening of Rosh Hashanah

Service conducted from Lot A with parking available in Lots B and C. While tickets are not required and seats will not be 
assigned, advance registration will help us prepare appropriately. This traditional service will follow a similar format to the 
service conducted in Dweck Sanctuary. In the event of rain, this service will be cancelled with an announcement posted 
at www.bnaiisraelcong.org. 

 Opportunities to Enhance the High Holiday Experience
As we do every year, we will be offering other opportunities to enhance the experience in the month leading up to the 
High Holidays and in between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Stay tuned for more information about these and other 
programs:

• High Holiday and Shofar Workshops 
• Kever Avot Cemetery Service at B’nai Israel Cemetery in Oxon Hill on August 29
• Kever Avot Cemetery Services at Judean Memorial Gardens and Garden of Remembrance on September 12
• Ask the Rabbi
• Lay-led Adult Discussions and Presentations
• Operation Isaiah Food Drive to Benefit Manna Food Center

 Family, Babysitting, and Youth and Teen Opportunities
More details and registration information for the opportunities below will be distributed via email to our families. 
Advance registration will be required for these services. 

FAMILY TOTS EXPERIENCE
• 9:15 AM on the First and Second days of Rosh Hashanah
• 9:30 AM on Yom Kippur

This special experience and is designed for children younger than age 5. The one-hour program includes a short service, 
holiday-appropriate craft activities, and storytime.  

BABYSITTING (Ages 2–5)
• 10:00 AM until the conclusion of the Traditional Services on Rosh Hashanah
• 7:00 PM until the conclusion of the Traditional Service on Yom Kippur Eve  
• 10:30 AM–2:15 PM on Yom Kippur

Children are divided by age for play, activities, and a short prayer experience. 

YOUTH AND TEEN SERVICES
• 10:00 AM until the conclusion of the Traditional Services on Rosh Hashanah
• 7:00 PM until the conclusion of the Traditional Service on Yom Kippur Eve
• 10:30 AM–2:15 PM on Yom Kippur 

Our youth and teen services program includes a service, various activities, and opportunities for socializing with peers. 

OUTDOOR FAMILY SERVICE IN PARKING LOT
• 4:30 PM on the First and Second days of Rosh Hashanah 
• 3:30 PM on Yom Kippur afternoon 

These 75 to 90-minute services, led by B’nai Israel clergy, is geared largely to families with children in elementary school; 
but all are invited. Explore the highlights of the liturgy and share in the camaraderie of friends and community. On the first 
day of Rosh Hashanah, this service will conclude with a special Tashlikh at the pond. In the event of rain, the Family Service 
will be moved into Dweck Sanctuary and broadcast via livestream. This service will not be livestreamed except in the event 
of rain. Advance registration is appreciated for planning purposes, but seating will not be assigned for this service.


