Parshat Beshalach

January 27, 2024 | 77awn vaw ™!
Rabbi Mitchell Berkowitz | B’nai Israel Congregation

Look Ahead and Look Up

1. Exodus 14:10-16

5Then GOD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to Me? Tell
the Israelites to go forward.
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2. Rashi on Exodus 14:16

Why do you cry out to Me? — This teaches us that Moses stood
in prayer. The Holy Blessed One said to him, “It is no time now
to pray at length, when Israel is placed in trouble.” Another
explanation: This matter is mine and not yours, as it later says,
“Concerning My sons and concerning the work of My hands
will you command Me?” (Isaiah 45:11)
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Tell the Israelites to go forward — There is nothing for them to
do but to journey on, for the sea will not stand in their way:
their ancestors’ merits, and the faith that they placed in Me so
that they left Egypt will suffice to divide the sea for them.
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3. Ibn Ezra on Exodus 14:16

Why do you cry out to Me? — Some say that Moses was crying
out to God, but this is incorrect, for God had already said to
Moses, “I will gain glory through Pharaoh” (Exodus 14:4). On the
contrary, this was told to Moses who stood in Israel’s stead
because the Israelites cried out to God.
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Go forward — Little by little until they reach the edge of the sea.
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4. Exodus 15:22

Then Moses caused Israel to set out from the Sea of Reeds.
They went on into the wilderness of Shur; they traveled three
days in the wilderness and found no water.
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5. Rashi on Exodus 15:22

their will.

Then Moses caused Israel to set out — He made them journey against LYY ,0M2 2V2 |V'ON .nwn Yo'
their own will, because the Egyptians had adorned their horses with 2NT 'D'YINA DN'DI0 NX D1IXN
gold and silver jewelry, and with precious stones, and the Israelites ['NXIn 78! 01, NI2IL DAXI D))
were finding these in the sea. Greater was the booty they obtained at D0 NTA NN N2iTa — DA iR

the Red Sea then the booty they had brought out of Egypt, as it is said NPV 10T NIN" 1KY 0N¥N NN
“We will add wreaths of gold to your spangles of silver” (Song of Songs | ('N D"'win 1'w) "q020 NiTpRI DY 7?2
1:11). Therefore, he was compelled to make them journey on against :0N12 V2 [Y'O0? NIXN 72'97 —




