
SCHILIT NURSERY SCHOOL

2022–2023 Program Information

Thank you for your interest in B’nai Israel 
Schilit Nursery School!  Should you have any 

questions, please be in touch with Rachel 
Siegel, Early Childhood Education Director, at 

rachels@bnaiisraelcong.org. 

1. What programs is the B’nai Israel Schilit Nursery School offering for the 2022–2023 school year?  
Here is a listing with description of all of our school’s offerings that you can currently register for:

Baby and Toddler Shabbat Sing Playgroup 
(Children ages newborn–2-year-old with Adult)
Fridays, 9:30 AM
This group is designed for adults and babies and toddlers to get out and about, play, socialize, sing, enjoy creative 
activities, share conversations and experiences together, while also celebrating Shabbat!   There is no enrollment or 
commitment to attend each week. This playgroup currently meets strictly outdoors. Please join us and bring your 
friends! Email Rachel (rachels@bnaiisraelcong.org) for more information.

Tikvah Twos 
(Children 2-years-old between September 2022–January 2023)
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
9:30–11:00 AM, September—December, accompanied by an adult
9:30–11:30 AM, January—June, unaccompanied by an adult
Our Tikvah Twos program is a full year class designed for children turning two between September 2022 and 
February 2023. Children are acclimated to our nursery school through developmentally appropriate music, art, 
creative play, movement and Judaics. We help children make the transition from home to school with a familiar adult 
participating at the beginning of the school year. In January 2023, the students will attend class independently. The 
following year, the child will be eligible to register for one of our two-year-old classes.
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Two-Year-Old Classes
Children must be two years of age by September 1 and these are the programs 
we offer:
3-day (Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:15 AM–12:30 PM)
5-day (Monday–Friday, 9:15 AM–12:30 PM)
Full-day option until 6:00 PM available every day for two-year-old classes.
Through a variety of hands-on learning experiences and in a group setting, our twos explore 
their world and gain a sense of self-confidence in a nurturing environment. Our goal is to 
provide a trusting setting where children new to school will be empowered to develop 
independence and view themselves as capable. Opportunities for learned autonomy include 
washing their own hands, being responsible for their belongings and classroom materials, 
putting on their own coats, and pouring their own water as well as making choices and 
learning scripts that help them enhance their negotiation skills during play. Within the two’s program we take time to 
introduce and familiarize the children with the basic concepts of Shabbat and Jewish Holidays. The two-year-old program 
is a wonderful time for them to begin developing their fine motor, social and cognitive skills through explorations that 
include sensory investigation, block building, imaginative play, art work, puzzles and games of matching and sorting.

Gross motor skills are enhanced on our playground and bike room by climbing, running, jumping and pedaling. We support 
and teach children to ask questions beginning at two years of age so that they can start to develop their critical thinking 
and problem solving skills.

Three-Year-Old Classes
Our three–year-old children attend our 5-Day program.
Monday–Friday, 9:15 AM–12:30 PM or 2:00 PM
Full-day option until 6:00 PM  is available every day for three-year-old classes.
Our three-year-old children flourish through a curriculum that provides a multitude of 
opportunities for development in all areas, social, cognitive, gross and fine motor skills. 
Opportunities abound for hands on experiences with building, art, creative expression, 
sensory materials and beginning literacy skills. We expand on group work, focusing on 
the development of expressive language and social scripts. We continue to build on their 
understanding and experiences with Shabbat and other Jewish Holidays as the children 
participate in the many blessings, expand their knowledge about the history and learn about 
traditions and mitzvahs in everyday Jewish life. Giving the children access to many different 
materials allows them to learn as resourceful individuals with a natural sense of curiosity. 
Our three-year-old program is geared to help foster and further build their skills sets.

Four-Year-Old Classes
Monday–Friday, 9:15 AM–2:00 PM
Full-day option until 6:00 PM available every day for four-year-old classes.
Children in the four-year-old program engage in meaningful play where the activities are 
centered around the children’s interests, bringing a natural motivation to learn. Fostering 
independence, curiosity, creativity, critical thinking and problem solving, children are guided 
by our skilled teachers to explore classroom materials and the natural world, building 
knowledge through cooperation and the expression of their thoughts and ideas. Children 
in the four’s program also engage in long-term explorations based on their discoveries 
and inquiries. Through documenting and journaling their experience, the children extend 
the process of these investigations. Nurturing these skills, our children become confident, 
inquisitive, and self-guided learners who are prepared for the next step of academic and 
social development.

2.  What are your program hours? 
We have flexible options so you can find the schedule that works best for your family. We continue to offer our
traditional program running from 9:15 AM–12:30 PM for half-day students and 9:15 AM–6:00 PM for full-day 
students. We also offer a Before Care option that begins at 7:30 AM. Three year old classes have an additional 
option for a 2:00 PM pick-up time. Four year old classes are from 9:15 AM-2:00 PM everyday or until 6:00 PM for 
students enrolled in full-day. 



3.   I keep hearing about the Discovery Room. 
 Can you tell me more about it? 

Yes, we love our Discovery Room. You can learn more about it 
www.bnaiisraelcong.org/discoveryroom.

4.  What is the payment schedule? When do I begin  
 making payments? 

Upon enrollment, you will be asked to make a $75 
(nonrefundable) application fee and a $500 deposit.  The rest 
of the payment schedule will begin on July 1, 2022 and finish by 
April 30, 2023.  Our registration system allows you to tailor your 
own payment schedule.  

5. If I put in a deposit, am I able to change my mind? 
The $500 deposit is 100 percent refundable by Friday, May 20, 2022 and 50 percent refundable by Friday, June 17, 
2022. We are not able to provide any refunds after June 17, 2022 for withdrawal from school.

6.  Is synagogue membership required to attend your school? 
Synagogue membership is not required to attend the Schilit Nursery School although it can greatly enhance your 
experience.  We hope that the Nursery School experience will be a springboard to a lifetime of fulfillment for your 
family in our congregational community, but membership is not required.  Synagogue members also pay a discounted 
tuition rate. All Schilit Nursery School families are encouraged to participate in our Synagogue Membership Incentive 
Program which offers discounts off our B’nai Israel Synagogue membership at the following rates:

First Year – 90 percent synagogue membership discount
Second Year – 50 percent synagogue membership discount
Third Year – 25 percent synagogue membership discount

For any questions related to synagogue membership and costs, please contact Hal Ossman, B’nai Israel Executive 
Director, (hossman@bnaiisraelcong.org). 

7.   What will school look like for the 2022–2023 school year?  What are the COVID-19 precautions
  in place?

While we cannot yet predict the necessary COVID-19 protocols for next school year, we do know the protocols that have 
been in place now have had us successfully operating the school since Fall 2020.  B’nai Israel has plenty of classrooms 
and recreational spaces, both indoors and outdoors, to ensure that we can adhere to whatever recommendations are 
in place for next school year, including remaining in class “cohorts,” if necessary (hopefully not!). We anticipate that 
the circumstances may allow for a loosening of the current restrictions over time. 

Rachel Siegel, Early Childhood Director rachels@bnaiisraelcong.org

Elizabeth Carpenter, Schilit Nursery School Assistant Director elizabethc@bnaiisraelcong.org
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