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Shabbat Services - August 2020

FRIDAYS
6:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service via Zoom

SATURDAYS
9:15 a.m.- Torah Study via Zoom
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service via Zoom

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

TORAH PORTIONS
August 1st Ve-et’chanan: Deuteronomy 3:23 - 7:11
August 8th Eikev: Deuteronomy 7:12 - 11:25
August 15th R’eih: Deuteronomy 11:26 – 16:17
August 22nd Shof’tim: Deuteronomy 16:18 - 21:9
August 29th Ki Teitzei: Deuteronomy 21:10 – 25:19

SUMMER UNION SHABBAT SERVICES
We are looking forward to continuing our tradition 
of joining together as one Reform Jewish community 
in Greater New Orleans for Sabbath worship services 
throughout the summer.  However, this year we will 
plan on meeting virtually over Zoom.  For all three 
months, services will take place at one consistent start 
time:  Shabbat Evening Services will be held on Fridays 
at 6:00pm and Shabbat Morning Services will be held 
on Saturdays at 10:30am.  

This summer’s schedule of host congregations is:

JUNE – Congregation Gates of Prayer
JULY – Temple Sinai

AUGUST – Touro Synagogue

We look forward to this opportunity to gather and pray 
together with the members and clergy of Congregation 
Gates of Prayer and Touro Synagogue and feel this is an 
important statement of community at this time.  We 
hope to see you on-line for services.  Shabbat Shalom!

OPT IN FOR EMAIL ONLY COMMUNICATION
How can you care for the environment and save 

money for Temple Sinai at the same time?
Please choose to OPT IN to receive your Temple 

Bulletin and communications via email by clicking 
here.

https://forms.gle/Li4c1WobByMmLW5z8
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what I know & what I 
don’t know

Rabbi’s Message

[DISCLAIMER: I am writing this in the third week of July.  
Much could be different tomorrow – let alone when you 
may be reading this in August.]

I hope everyone is well, and trying to stay safe and 
healthy.  There are lots of questions out there.  I thought 
I would try to address a few areas that I know are on our  
minds.  There are some things I know, and so much that I 
do not know.
SHABBAT SERVICES

What I Know: Cantor Colman and I have  
enjoyed leading our Summer Union Shabbat Services 
throughout July.  I look forward to our summer services. 
I think it is wonderful that our three congregations unite 
to worship together throughout the summer.  Of course, 
this year services have felt very different.  I miss our being 
together physically and interacting in-person.  It has been 
great seeing so many faces on Zoom for services this 
month – and I know even more people have participated 
through FaceBook Live.  We are getting better and more  
comfortable with leading on-line services in an empty  
chapel– but that doesn’t mean that I like it.  This month I am  
looking forward to services being hosted by Touro  
Synagogue.

What I Don’t Know: I wonder when we will be  
back together for worship services in our building.  I had 
hoped it would have been by the end of July, but the high 
number of coronavirus cases made that an impossibility.  
Hopefully by September we will back to Phase 3 or 4, and  
we will be able to plan in-person Shabbat services.  No one  
will look forward to that more than I will.  For now, I need  
to be patient.  The health and well-being of our  
congregation and community is of the utmost importance 
to us.  And even when we can return to our building once 
again, we will continue to livestream our services and try  
to make them up-close and personal for all who will 
continue to participate on-line.  This will be our new  
normal for a long time.
HIGH HOLY DAYS

What I Know: I know that in September we will  
observe our High Holy Days and welcome the New Year 
5781.  Our Temple observances will be guided by three  
themes.  (1) Everything will be and feel different this year.  
(2) I am really hoping that we will be able to observe our
holidays in some way in-person at Temple so that we can
come together as a holy congregation.  (3) Everything that
we do will also be available on-line, as we know that there
will be many in our Temple Sinai Family who are unable
to participate in-person for health reasons.  We will be
there for everyone, one way or another, as a congregation
united in spirit.

What I Don’t Know: I don’t yet know what our  
services will look like and feel like.  Cantor Colman and 
I have over 50 years of experience planning High Holy 
Day services – but we have never led services under these  
conditions.  If we are able to meet in-person, we will have 

to consider how many people can be in the sanctuary at a 
time and for how long.  We will have to wear masks and 
practice social-distancing.  Our musical options will be 
limited.  We will have to be careful with prayerbooks and 
limit how we greet each other.  There will most likely be 
no receptions.  Please know that we are working on all of  
these issues and many more.  The decisions are complicated 
and will be guided by our concern for the health and  
wellbeing of our community.  We are also taking steps to 
make sure that our on-line options are better than ever.  
They will feel like Temple Sinai services, while at the same 
time, provide us with opportunities to innovate and try 
some new options, as well.
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

What I Know: I know that we cannot wait to see 
all of our students and families again for an amazing year  
of learning and growth.  The Jewish education of our  
children remains one of the highest priorities of our  
congregation.  And our kids have much to learn, to  
experience, and to look forward to.

What I Don’t Know: I am not sure exactly how 
we are going to accomplish this in the New Year.  Please 
know that Avital and our Religious Education Committee 
and advisors are working very hard on developing the right  
plans for this year.  The plans continue to change and  
adapt.  Most likely we will have to have some kind of  
combination of on-line instruction and in-person  
experiences.  We will figure it out for both the beginning 
of the school year and for the months that follow.  It will 
be challenging, but we will make it great.
B’NAI MITZVAH

What I Know: Bar and Bat Mitzvah marks such an 
important milestone in the lives of our students and their 
families.  We want to wish a MAZAL TOV to Nina Karp 
and her family as Nina became a Bat Mitzvah in July.  We 
look forward to celebrating with 5 of our families this Fall, 
as their sons and daughters become B’nai Mitzvah.

What I Don’t Know: I don’t know exactly what  
these services will look like.  Will we be celebrating in-person 
or on-line or some of both?  Will family members be able 
to travel here from out-of-town?  How many people will 
we be able to seat in the sanctuary?  Will we be able to host 
an Oneg Shabbat or a Kiddush Luncheon?  I am afraid it is 
too early to know.  But we look forward to celebrating all 
of our life-cycle moments with our Temple Sinai Family.

We are addressing all of these questions and 
more.  I ask for your patience, your support, and your  
participation.  It remains our goal this month 
and in the months ahead to continue to provide  
opportunities for our congregation to connect and 
to come together: whether through services, adult  
education classes (my new High Holy Day Prep class on 
Wednesday evenings begins on August 19), Thursday  
Lunches, meetings, programs, and more.  We want to see 
 you, and we want to be there for you.  Please know how 
much we at Temple Sinai care about you and look forward 
to our being together.  Please take care and stay safe!

Rabbi Daniel M. Sherman
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Happy Anniversary!
A year ago, we welcomed our new Rabbi, 

Daniel Sherman, to Temple Sinai.  When I sat down 
with Rabbi Sherman during Pesach 2019 for lunch 
at a great deli in Florida, we talked about the many 
things ahead and what his first year might look 
like.  Fast forward to now, and I think we have 
tossed a lot of that out of the window and have 
focused on a completely different set of priorities.  
I cannot have imagined a more different first year 
than this one, and I think that most of us can say 
the same. As a team, we’ve been challenged, and 
we have responded.  We have planned and we have 
re-planned and then re-planned again.  We have 
pivoted more than I thought humanly possible  
regarding our services, our congregants, and how 
we support each other.  So where are we now?

What we know now is changing still and 
in continual flux.  What lies ahead is determining 
what Hebrew and Religious School look like for 
the Fall, determining how we can safely have High 
Holy Days services, and completing the work in  
our Sanctuary.  Every day brings a new and different 
challenge…some from our community COVID-19 
numbers and some from the new discoveries as we 
work to fix the systems in our Sanctuary.  Even the 
conversations we are having now are completely 
different than those that we had in June about  
moving forward and returning to “New Normal.”  
What has not changed is our commitment to  
creating a safe and warm place for worship and 

congregating.  That is what we are moving towards.
Our Board has met, and following Union  

for Reform Judaism (URJ) principles and guidance, 
we are envisioning what the coming months may 
look like for all of us.  In this time, we are working 
on repairs to the Sanctuary.  We have begun 
our Capital Campaign because we could not put 
off any of the emergency work without risk of  
further damage to the Sanctuary. 
We celebrated with Nina Karp and her family, 
as Nina was called to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah.  We have readied our office for the safe 
return of our clergy and staff, who are settling in  
and working as a team.  It is our clergy, our office 
staff, our leadership and our incredible  
congregants who will get us successfully through 
this next phase, and will hopefully lead us on a  
path to congregating safely together.

This has been a challenging and busy year.  
One in which we have met head on and will get 
through together.  If you have a few minutes to 
brighten the day of our Rabbi who works so hard 
for our congregation, please email him, call him or 
send him a text to wish him a happy anniversary 
and thank him for all he is doing for us.

B’Shalom, 

Tracey Dodd
traceyddodd@gmail.com

Tracey Dodd

PResident’s Message
August 2020

mailto:traceyddodd@gmail.com
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Capital Campaign Construction Work Update
First, I would like to thank everyone who has  
answered our telephone calls and made a pledge 
to support the 2020 Capital Campaign.  The  
initial work on the new Sanctuary air conditioning  
system is well underway.   It is quite a sight to 
see the entire Sanctuary filled with scaffolding.  
The old air conditioning system was removed 
and the new unit is now in place.  Now the large  
temporary air conditioning unit that was sitting  
out on Calhoun St. is gone.  The new system was 
turned on July 13th, but there are still supplemental 
units to be installed and adjustments to be made.   
The Sanctuary ceiling is being prepped for  
installation of new LED lighting fixtures that are 
controllable remotely, and the large chandeliers  
are down and are being rewired to reduce the heat 
load and energy costs.  Once the ceiling and lighting 
are complete, the attic will be insulated.  As I have 

said previously, this has been a major emergency 
expense and we will need the generous support of  
our entire Temple Sinai family to restore our  
facilities. When you receive the call to help  
preserve Temple Sinai for today and for future  
generations, I hope that we can count on your  
generous contribution.

Jay Corenswet
Capital Campaign Chair

CaPital CaMPaign
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When I moved down south to New Orleans 
in 1987, I used to say “August in New Orleans is like 
January in Montreal -  You just don’t go outside”.  I 
wish you all cool summer days as we weather the 
summer.

As we approach month six (yikes!) of pandemic 
 social dynamics, digital communication has become 
vital. For many, the computer has been the only way 
we have stayed informed and engaged. Without  
emails, Zoom meetings, social media and the website, 
Temple Sinai would not have been able to connect 
with our congregants, hold services, have our virtual 
Annual Meeting, offer religious school classes, deliver 
our bulletins and just this past month, send out our 
statements. I hadn’t realized how much technology 
allowed us to continue (albeit not exactly the same) 
our offerings to our members.

Since June 15th, our fulltime staff has moved 
from working at home to the Temple.  It has been 
wonderful reconnecting. We have made some 
changes including separating work areas, placing a  
Plexiglass shield at the reception and following entry 
protocols for visitors to minimize possible exposure 
to Covid 19. The Temple is being cleaned several times 
a day to further ensure a germ-free environment. We 
are all adapting and making sure that Temple Sinai 
is fully here to meet your needs as your Temple.

As we move forward, we will continue to rely 
on electronic communications for many reasons 
beyond virus prevention. Digital communication 
is more efficient. Through emails, people receive  
information much faster without the risk of mail 
getting lost. Emails save trees as they do not use 
paper and, by not using the postal service, we save 
money. Utilizing emails also saves on labor – printing,  
folding, stuffing, sealing and posting letters takes 
a lot of time that could be used for more produc-

tive tasks in the office. You may have seen on your 
weekly emails and on your Temple statement, the  
opportunity to receive communications digitally.  

We encourage you to elect to receive your  
communications by email. Please take the time to 
check that your email is correct and reach out to 
the office to confirm. For those who do not have a  
computer or an email address, or choose to still 
receive papermail, please do not worry; we will 
continue to distribute our bulletin and  
communications via US mail. For the above 
reasons, we just hope to maximize our digital use. 
Thank you for your serious consideration.

All our members should have received their 
2020-2021 Temple statement by mail and email 
with a cover letter. July 1st is the first day of our 
fiscal calendar year and it is when we renew all our  
membership commitments. Your dedication to  
Temple Sinai is very important and we value and 
appreciate your support and choice to be a member. 
With all the uncertainty happening today and, in  
order to help with our cash flow, we hope to confirm 
your annual financial commitment and when you  
plan to send it in.  If you have any questions or  
concerns, or just want to talk, please feel free to call 
me at 504-861-3693 or email me  at 
lyager@templesinaino.org. 

Stay cool. Stay safe. Reach out. We will get 
through these tough and uncertain times together. 
Temple Sinai is here for you.

B’Shalom,
Liz

Liz Yager

diReCtoR’s Message
August 2020

mailto:lyager@templesinaino.org
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eduCation

Avital Kadosh

“Backstreet’s back all right! Oh my God we’re back 
again…” 
If you recognize these lyrics, you might be an older 
millennial like me, or you remember your children 
blaring this song from their boom boxes in the late 
nineties. In fact, “Backstreet’s Back” was released 
this month 23 years ago. When I sat down to begin  
writing to the congregation about my return to work 
post-maternity leave, this song just stuck in my head. 
Which to be honest was a welcomed break from the 
lullabies that have occupied my brain for the last 2 
plus months. It did get me thinking, however, about 
changing trends and moments in time. 

A very wise congregant explained to me that in New 
Orleans specifically, time could be looked at as pre 
and post Katrina. In fact, my first full class of B’nai 
Mitzvah students were “Katrina babies.” When I  
announced my pregnancy, parents of these students 
shared stories of having babies in FEMA trailers,  
giving birth in cities outside of New Orleans, and 
other unique experiences. At the time, I had no idea 
that I would be having what will most likely be known 
as a “COVID baby.” We will look back on this time 
not only in New Orleans, but globally, as pre and 
post COVID-19. 

While my hospital experience was not in a FEMA 
trailer, or out of town, it was in its own right unique, 
as well. But COVID-19, like the Backstreet Boys and  
all of their musical glory, is just a moment in time. 
Like all trends, we will grow, change and move past 
it. We are however, currently in it. We are monitoring 
this situation closely. We are actively in conversation 
 about how to keep our congregation safe. The board 
and many committees have dedicated much time 
over the summer to these discussions. While we are 

prioritizing safety, we are striving to keep up our 
engagement and strong connection to our Jewish 
values and Jewish identities. 

We are all concerned about our kids. The one thing 
we know for sure is that we do not know what will 
happen. Things have changed so many times over 
the summer. We are working and preparing for  
every option as it pertains to High Holy Day services, 
and the opening of Religious School and other  
family programming. We will continue to be in  
communication by email, so please keep an eye on 
your inboxes. We are preparing for online options, 
hybrid options, and small group in-person options 
IF it looks like it will be safe. We will take our cues 
from our community. We are looking to our local 
secular schools, our sister congregations, the Jewish 
community at large, the URJ, etc. Just know we are 
always critically thinking and planning. 

Please be in touch with me if you would like to share 
feedback. If you have the time, try and familiarize 
yourselves and your families with Zoom if you 
have not done so already. It’s better to be safe than  
sorry! That being said, please be prepared to  
potentially download an additional educational app 
or two. More information will be coming soon. Stay 
tuned, stay cool and stay safe. It’s great to be back; 
I am excited, energized and in the words of another 
great Backstreet Boys song, “I’ll be there for you!”
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 In case you haven’t been by Temple Sinai  
during the last few weeks, our grounds have been 
getting some special attention. Our President,  
Tracey Dodd, and Elizabeth and Stephen Brodt have 
been busy at work weeding, shaping and cutting 
back over growth. In some cases, they found shrubs 
hidden under bushes!
 Stephen and Elizabeth Brodt, members of 
 Temple Sinai for about 7 years, are avid gardeners  
and were very excited to help. Elizabeth was just 
installed as a Temple Sinai board member and chairs 
the membership committee. Elizabeth and Stephen 
worked on the Palmer Street entrance, the circular 
drive on St. Charles and the courtyard, clearing  
pathways and seating areas. Once fully cleared and 
landscaped, they hope to place a few benches for 
members to sit and meet. These benches would be a 
great way to honor or memorialize a special person.
 

 Some of the beds have received some color  
and fresh plants! Tracey purchased coleus plants for 
the St. Charles front glass doors and foxtail fern by 
the front sign. 
 
 “It’s still a work in progress. There’s lots more 
to do!” said Elizabeth. “We are working on long 
term plans that will highlight our architecture and  
beautify the grounds.”
 
 If you want to help out, bring your gloves  
and tools on Sunday, August 2nd at 8 a.m.  
Brotherhood and Sisterhood have committed to be 
involved as well. Respond to them or call Elizabeth 
Brodt for more details. 504-444-9240.

Landscaping During 
the Time of Covid
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Cantor Joel Colman

CantoR’s Message
Music & more

As I write this article on July 21, I never could 
have imagined back in early winter what these 
summer days would be bringing to our world.  In 
June I had planned on attending the American 
Conference of Cantors in San Diego, working for 
a week at our URJ camp just north of San Diego 
called Sci-Tech West, and then riding my Indian  
motorcycle back home.  Also on my summer 
calendar was visiting our amazing Jacobs Camp 
for the first and second sessions so I could see our  
Temple children having the time of their lives in  
Utica, MS.  

Our July services have been held via Zoom/Facebook 
Live with the Rabbi and me in the chapel.  As we 
head into August, instead of going over our typical 
High Holiday service planning while tweaking certain 
things, we are having to re-imagine what September 
will bring us so we can have services in our beautiful 
sanctuary.  We know that our high holiday services 
this fall will be very different at Temple Sinai, but at 
the very least we will most certainly be on-line for 
these Days of Awe.

Planning and work goes on at Temple.  Under the 
guidance of our Temple president, Tracy Dodd 
and past Temple president Dr. Cliff Kern,  we have  
installed a new HVAC system and lighting in 
our sanctuary.  Changing out such complex systems 
in our sanctuary is no easy task.  There is 
wiring along with other construction pieces 
that have not been changed since the  

sanctuary was built over 90 years ago.
 
In addition we are still meeting with Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
students, all on-line of course, and we continue to 
offer adult programs on-line.  Still, our summer 
also brings us the opportunity to worship with our  
sister congregations, Touro Synagogue and Gates of  
Prayer.  It is always a special time when our  
Reform Jewish community can worship together 
during these hot summer days.  And of course  
because of COVID-19, all our worship services are  
being watched on a computer monitor.  We all know 
it is not the same as being together in person, but we 
do what we can under very difficult circumstances.

So as we head into the conclusion of our Jewish year 
and welcome a new one, we all pray for a time when 
once again we can all be together in the same space 
at the same time.  In the meantime, please know that 
your Temple leadership is working hard in creating 
a safe, healthy environment at Temple Sinai.  Please 
check your email for Temple Sinai communications 
that will keep you up to date on what services will 
look like once we begin the month of September.

Be well, be healthy and wear a mask!

B’shalom,

Cantor Joel Colman

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Fittingly titled “Dolores”, the author of this work is Emma Lazarus (1849-1887), a Jewish-
American poet who is perhaps best remembered for her sonnet “The New Colossus”, which is 
inscribed upon the base of the Statue of Liberty. Dolores, the woman of Emma’s affections, is 
sleeping restfully beside her as Emma wakes for the day. She gazes over the woman she loves, 
commenting on all she finds beautiful about her, each observation tinged with a painful longing 
for the wedding she knows would never be possible for two women living in the 19th century. 
As we enter the month of Av, and with Tu B’Av (celebrated in much of Israel as “Chag HaAhava”, 
the holiday of love) fast approaching, I can’t help but be grateful for the great gift of love in my 
life. Like many of us, I’ve been spending most of my time in quarantine in the company of my 
partner, holed up together in our little apartment. Which brings me back to the poem. Part of 
what endears this work to me is its similarity to our Nisim B’chol Yom- our blessings for daily 
miracles. The Nisim blessing expresses wonder and gratitude towards our Creator for things 
that many of us are lucky enough to possess: sight, mobility, freedom, the clothes on our backs, 
health, etc. That same sense of awe, that gratitude for the simple things that make life possible 
for so many, that is what I see in Lazarus’s work. The Nisim B’chol Yom that Emma was familiar 
with would certainly look a little different from the ones we read in our Reform prayer book 
today, but the formatting is similar enough to strike a chord of resonance in us modern readers.  
 

She awakens to a new day, but cannot begin until she’s taken stock of the gift that life has given 
her, the love that sustains her and fuels her on through another day. Emma’s life was anything 
but simple. Life for women in the 19th century was rough, let alone for someone who was also 
an activist, an artist, a feminist, a Jew, and a lesbian. Though she died tragically young, it cannot 
be said that she lived a life lacking momentum, power, and purpose. As our rabbis and sages 
made sure to emphasize in our siddur, and as Emma herself shows us in her poetry, it is from 
those little miracles that we draw the strength to face the world and persevere.

L’Shalom,
Rachel Chamness

  
 
Praise to you, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the 
universe, who removes sleep from the eyes, 
slumber from the eyelids.
 
Praise to you, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the 
universe, who crowns Israel with splendor. 

A light at her feet and a light at her head,
How fast asleep my Dolores lies!
Awaken, my love, for to-morrow we wed-
Uplift the lids of thy beautiful eyes.
 
Too soon art thou clad in white, my spouse:
Who placed that garland about thy heart
Which shall wreathe to-morrow thy bridal brows?
How quiet and mute and strange thou art! 

Rachel Chamness

“A light at her feet and a light at her head,
How fast asleep my Dolores lies!

Awaken, my love, for to-morrow we wed-
Uplift the lids of thy beautiful eyes.

Too soon art thou clad in white, my spouse:
Who placed that garland above thy heart

Which shall wreathe to-morrow thy bridal brows?
How quiet and mute and strange thou art!

And hearest thou not my voice that speaks?
And feelest thou not my hot tears flow

As I kiss thine eyes and thy lips and thy cheeks?
Do they not warm thee, my bride of snow?”

thoughts on blessings & 
MiRaCles
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Nina F. Karp was called to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah on Saturday, July 18, 2020.  Nina 
is the daughter of Edward and Anne-Marie 
Karp and she has an older brother, Benjamin.  
Nina is a rising eighth grader at Isidore 
Newman School.  Besides being dedicated 
to her academic endeavors, Nina is very 
involved with tennis, chess, piano, and 
learning different languages and cultures.
 
Nina’s Mitzvah Project involved donating 
tennis equipment and funds to the local 
nonprofit organization called A’s & Aces.  
The mission of A’s & Aces is to provide 
academic assistance, life skills, and tennis to 
New Orleans public school children.
We are very proud of Nina and her 
accomplishments in her Jewish studies.

Mazal Tov to our beloved Rabbi Emeritus, 
Edward P. Cohn, who was invited this 
summer to join the Board of Trustees of 
Xavier University of Louisiana.  Both the 
Xavier President and Board Chairperson 
wrote to thank Rabbi Cohn for his service 
and leadership in the community and at 
Xavier, and to express how “we are thrilled at 
the prospect of working with [Rabbi Cohn] 
to advance our mission to contribute to 
the promotion of a more just and human 
society.”

We are very proud of Rabbi Cohn, who 
is honored to accept this three-year 
appointment to the Xavier Board of Trustees.  
Yishar Koach!

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Mazal tov’s & shout outs!

Beth Shore Teles and Patty Barnett on the birth of their grand/great  
grandson, Moshe Tzvi, to parents Arielle & Yaakov Teles. 
 
John and Doris Baron welcome their fifth grandchild, Josephine Marie Baron, daughter of 
Miriam and Tricia Baron of New York City. She is also the granddaughter of Kris and Russ 
Ostermann of Rhinelander, Wisconsin.  “Jo” is the namesake of her great grandfather, the 
late Rabbi Joseph L. Baron of Milwaukee, and the great granddaughter of the late Bernice 
Singer Baron. “Jo” is also the great granddaughter of the late Dr. and Mrs. Seymour Solomon 
of Monroe, LA 

 
Gene and Linda Fendler on the recent marriage of their daughter , Abigail Leigh 
Fendler to William Brice Barker 
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2020 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Henry Bernstein
Walda & Sydney Besthoff, III
Tracey & Mike Dodd
The Goldring Family Foundation
Arvilla & Dr. Clifford H. Kern, III
 
ANNUAL GIFT DRIVE
Avery & Jay Corenswet 
 
ANNUAL GIVE NOLA DAY
Carlos Adame
Patricia L. Barnett
Marc Behar, D.C.
Jack C. Benjamin, Jr.
Tamie & Lee Bressler
Kathy Buckman
Rachel Chamness & Silas Eames
Ellen Cohen
Sandy Cohen
Joshua Danzig
Tracey & Mike Dodd
Jenni Evans
S. Gene Fendler
Dr. Madeleine Crilly & Madelyn Fireman
Leah Foster
Holly Friedman
Judy Gainsburgh
Jeri Glodowski
Kelsey Haddow
Amy & John Haspel
Andrea Huseman
Janice Jensen
Keith Katz
Philip Katz
Dr. Clifford H. Kern, III.
Sharon Kirkpatrick
Courtney Kloor
Keith Kornman
Emily & Ethan Kullman
Saundra K. Levy
The Liederman Family
David Loeb
James Meyer
Gabrielle & William Mimeles
Ruth Petal
Robert Rothman
Dr. Ariane & Kevin Rung
Judy Schwartzer & Chris Schneidau
Joan E. Soboloff
Amy & Mark Stein
Beth Shore Teles

Ann & Shaw Thompson
David Tucker
Eileen Wallen
Liz Yager
Gary Zoller 

BIMAH FUND
In Honor of Nina Karp Becoming A Bat Mitzvah
Anne-Marie & Edward Karp
In Memory of Dr. Joseph Brenner
Ronnie Brenner & Family
In Memory of Jan Corenswet, John Corenswet, &  
Sam Corenswet, Jr.
Avery & Jay Corenswet
In Memory of Herman Yuspeh
Susan Strug Kottwitz & Jerry Strug

CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND
In Honor of Sylvie Zoller Becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Lisa Pulitzer Zoller & Gary Zoller

JACOBS CAMP FUND
In Memory of Leslie Young Kastl
Temple Sinai Sisterhood

RENEWING THE SACRED
Shannon & Dillon Entrekin
Bunny & Victor Koock

SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND
Avery & Jay Corenswet
Patricia Corkren & Peter Webb
In Honor of Rabbi Sherman’s First Anniversary as  
our Senior Rabbi
Amy & John Haspel
In Honor of Sylvie Zoller Becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Lisa Pulitzer Zoller & Gary Zoller
In Memory of Wendy Good
Jan Benjamin
Julian Good, Jr.
In Memory of Ralph Frederick Kerner
Jerry Strug
In Memory of Eli J. Murov
Luz Molina
In Memory of Robert Daniel Sloan
Darcy J. Dye
Drs. Theresa & Rand Voorhies
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Our Community & Beyond

TEMPLE FUND
Lorynne D. Cahn
Desire DiRosa
Eliana Ginsburg
Susan & William Hess
Billy Kohlmann
Judge Max N. Tobias, Jr.
In Appreciation of Rabbi Sherman’s 
Statement on the Death of George 
Floyd
Jane Lowentritt
In Memory of Michael C. Abrahm, Jr. & 
Jack Zoller
Jennifer & Jack Benjamin, Jr.
In Memory of J.M. “Jimmy” Fried
Naomi & Larry Orlansky
In Memory of Edel Zeve Gainsburgh
Rachel Chamness & Silas Eames
In Memory of Wendy Good
Jennifer & Jack Benjamin, Jr.
Caroline & Bob Brickman
Milly & George Denegre, Jr.
Dr. Jack Hudson
Lisa & Richard Karlin
June L. Leopold & Martin Goldstein
Carolyn & A.J. Levy
In Memory of Ralph Kerner
Susan Kottwitz Strug & Jerry Strug
In Memory of Wendy Good, Sandy 
Heller, & Jo-Ellyn Kupperman 
Elizabeth Kahn & Steve Seebol
In Memory of Clarice Arbetter Meer & 
Elizabeth Kovac Bodo
Janice Meer & Michael Bodo
In Memory of Eli J. Murov
Beth & Ellis Murov
In Memory of Simon Shlenker, III
The Shlenker Family Foundation
In Memory of Robert Daniel Sloan
Jacques Besnainou
Alan A. Platt
Henry Lerner
Ann, Shaw, Michael, & William Thompson
In Memory of Herman Yuspeh
Susan Strug Kottwitz & Jerry Strug
 
 

TEMPLE SINAI CARES COMMITTEE
In Memory of Edel Zeve Gainsburgh
Judy Gainsburgh
In Memory of Nancy Meyers Marsiglia
Judy Gainsburgh

TEMPLE SINAI FOUNDATION
Avery & Jay Corenswet
In Honor of the Special Birthdays of 
Julian Feibelman & Mark Stein
Martha & Barth Weinberg

UNDERWRITING MEMORIAL 
PLAQUES
In Memory of Samuel Harold Singer
Ashley & Michael Kirschman
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Jacques Gordon
Max Pailet, M.D.

Dr. Arthur Irving Weil

Stanford M. Beer
Betina Dreifus Forchheimer

Fleurette L. Koltun

Beatrice T. London
JULY 31-AUG 1

Louis J. Kohlmeyer
Charlene Kahn Sikorsky

Bessie Blum Antis
Norman A. Aronson
Isidore Forchheimer

Lawrence Joseph Israel
Bertha O. Mondshine

Burton L. Raphael
Lou Schwartz

Mark Jay Zucker Ph.D

Janice Trum Barton
Hettye Joffrion Kingsmill

Charlie Kornman
Sophie Bodenheimer Levy

Herman Meltzer
Daisy Scherck Son

Florence Lazarus Levy Adler
Margaret Hausman Buring

Ludwig Eisemann
Norman Mayer

Robert I. Reisfeld
A. Charles Rosenberg

Leo Levy Hirsch
Donald B. Levy
Sam A. Marks

William K. Mayer
Minnie Lang Victor

Joel G. Meyers
Emil Weiss

AUGUST 2-8

Saul Barton
Leo Ferber

.Mrs. Joel G. Myers
Harold S. Mayer
Israel Ira Shachat

Maurice M. Ampolsk
Leah Aronson
William Haspel

Dr. Alvin H. Lassen
Miriam Flora Levy

Vera Sasso Levy
Mimi Segall Lucas
Carolyn S. Samuels
Tillie Schwartz Lob

Albert Mintz
Marion Botnick Rosen

Joseph Sternberg
Benjamin Brill, Jr.
Simon Gumbel

Dr. David Hyman

Irving Kerstein
Dr. Joseph M. Nadell

Beulah Marcuse Wolbrette
Alan V. Bories

Bertha Weiss Davis
Joseph Dresner

Mrs. N. Finkelstein
Hugh B. Kohlmeyer
Retta Lengsfield

AUGUST 9-15

David B. Fried, Jr.
Dr. Edward D. Frohlich

Karl Kern
Jake Krauss
Nora Navra

Elizabeth Katz Jellin
Leo Levy Lamson

Aline Rouff Steinberg
Josephine Mayer Stern

Max Weil
Miriam Simon Gregory

Alice Mayer Katz
Roland Von Kurnatowski

Mr. N. Finkelstein

Lillian Schwartz Hirsch
Rosemary Herold Lazard
Helen Chaja Levkowicz

Heather M. Pereira
Helen Levy Schwabacher

Dora Sina
Ellen Bograd Greenberg

Eugene H. Gutmann
Jeannette Roos Haas

Bernard S. Jacobs
Raymond H. Kierr

Samuel Meyer
Moise Simon Steeg, Jr.

Rita F. Stern

Reine Cahn
Nathan Greenberg

Joseph Lassen
Eugenie D. Oppenheim
Melville Oppenheimer

Cleone Goldsmith Barnett
Paul L. Godchaux

Melanie W. Goldsmith
Albert I. Krauss

Harry W. Lengsfield
Albert Levy

Rebecca G. Levy
Dr. Julius Lazard Levy

Sara R. Pick

AUGUST 16-22

Leon Solis Cahn
Paul deBlanc

Harvey Hirsch Posner
Morris Aronson
Isidore Marks
Edgar B. Stern
Fannie Walker

Charlotte Frisch Walker, M.D.
Alus Samuel Zeve
Arthur Glucksman

Hampton Percy Joffrion
Harry Hyman

Henry Albert Mayer
William Sear

Harry B. Caplan, M.D.
Rosetta Weil Dreyfous

Sara Phillips Frank
Audrey Stern Hess
Gay Barton Liss

Augusta Rosenthal
Helen Slone

Beth Goldman Block
Beverly Albert Lazarus
Edward K. Wassman

Jacob Aron
Victor Floyd Kirschman

Meyer Koltun
L. Loeb

May G. Rosenfeld
Julia Levy Samuel
Bertha Levy Weill

Leopold Loeb Levy
Clemencia Levy Marks
Coralie Block Reisfeld

Stephen Allen Brill

AUGUST 23-31
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The DeparTeD Whom We NoW remember -  
may Their memory be for a blessiNg

Tamie Bressler
Joseph Jacobson
Robert Rothman

Michael Pitts
Jordan Miller
Donald Siegel
Joshua Kaston
Lali Sangisetty
Peggy Jacobs
Julian Abrams
Scott Kiefer
Maria Guth

Michael Stern
Elizabeth Rodrigue

Joan Sheen
Michael Nicoll Jr.
Mathilda Mayer

Sarah Cohen
Jay Whysel

Ariane Rung
Betty Heller

Garrett Moore

Jordan Moses
Audrey Singer
Joyce Sackett

Robin Delamatre
Louis Glade

Ross Jacobson
Edward Levy, Jr.

Allan Katz
Florence Schornstein

Walter Smith
Ann Thompson

Alicia Lucas
Max Moses

Bradley Gottsegen
Marie Wolf

Shirley Haspel
Cory Cahn

Amy Reuben
Jamie Grue
Eddy Rosen

Catherine Kahn
Helen Goldring

Elaine Schlesinger
Adrienne Shulman

Karen Shachat
Miles Katzen

Holly Friedman
Daniel Smolkin
Mike Cahn, III

Jeffrey Goldring
Philip Brickman
Nancy Stewart

Robert Brickman
Steven Thorpe
Emily Kullman
Ronald Rabin

Maria Fingerman
Ross Simkin
Sarah Hess

Simon Brickman
Shirley Herstein

Evan Jacobs
Lee Sear

Sheila Johnson

Barth Weinberg
Robert Wolf

Elizabeth Sangisetty
Jon Strauss

Mason Jacobs
Marc Behar

Harper Africk
Jodi Aamodt

David Fried III
Harvey Schwartzberg

Justin Simonson
Lauren Demontluzin

Nancy Goodman
Jane Bories-Corenswet

Hank Fanberg
Sara Lowenburg
Josephine Hess
Jolene Fehler
Clifford Kern
Jules Weiss

Matt Greenbaum

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

Dr. Robert & Robyn Kessler
Louis & Carla Fishman

John & Robin Delamatre
Dr. Noah & Gia Emerson

Jacob & Gayle Cohen
I. William & Jane Sizeler

Robert & Caroline Brickman

Alan & Miriam Sizeler
Robert & Marie Wolf

Carl & Kathryn Rosenblum
Elizabeth & Austin Kent

Christopher & Karren Garrity
William & Janie Rippner

Evan & Lisa Jacobs

Ted & Leann Moses
James & Nancy O’Neil

James & Carli Fried
Stanley & Jane Cohn
Morris & Anne Kahn

Jay & Avery Corenswet

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

Peggy Levy Cohn, Mother of Stanley (Jane) Cohn and Leslie (Nathan) Fischman, Grandmother of Martin 
(Daniella) Fischman, Annie (Jonathan) Mizrahi, Jeffrey (Danielle) Cohn, and Jennifer (Jonathan) Nierman.
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10,000 CONVERSATIONS: A PARTNERSHIP WITH TOGETHER LOUISIANA
Temple Sinai will join faith communities from all over our state to participate in “10,000 Conversations,” 
a campaign of connection and relationship-building.. We will be holding virtual house meetings, mostly 
over Zoom, in which congregants will share with one another about how the pandemic has affected us 
and our families. These conversations will not only connect us more deeply to one another, but they will 
also be important building blocks for future communal work as we discover the most important issues 
facing all our communities.
 
To learn more or to host or attend a house meeting, please contact the Temple Sinai initiative 
coordinator, Harry Lowenburg at HLowenburg@gmail.com. 

Co-President: Sharon Kirkpatrick 

C0-President: Verdie F. Richburg 

Recording Secretary: Janice Meer

 
Corresponding Secretary: Irene Hirsch

Treasurer: Valerie Coffin
 
 

Financial Secretary: Jeri Ann Glodowski, 

Advisor: Bonnie Aronson

    
Advisor: Marian Moore 

Advisor: Joan Tuchman

Temple Sinai 
Sisterhood Officers  

2020 - 2021

ouR CoMMunity & beyond

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

mailto:HLowenburg@gmail.com
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE
ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES
7:00PM ON-LINE VIA ZOOM
Preparing for the High Holy Days – 

How to Get Ready and How to Get Even More Out of our Days of Awe This Year
Rabbi Daniel Sherman

August 19, 2020
August 26, 2020

September 2, 2020
September 9, 2020

In this course, we will get ready to welcome the New Year by exploring the many themes, traditions, and 
practices of the High Holy Days.  We will take a closer look at Rosh HaShanah, Yom Kippur, and the 10 Days 
of Repentance.  What makes these days so special?  Why do we do what we do?  We will discuss the liturgy, 

the prayers, the greetings, and the music of these Days of Awe.  We will also talk about ways to prepare 
ourselves, our families, and our homes for the beginning of the New Year. In particular, we will discuss how 

the holy days will feel different this year, as well as changes we are having to make because of the pandemic.  
These discussions are open for all: those who have observed a lifetime of High Holy Days (but never quite like 

this), and those who are new to or exploring Judaism.  

All classes will be held over Zoom.  Join us for any or all of the four sessions on Wednesday evenings at 
7:00pm.  Register by contacting the Temple Sinai office.

If you have questions, suggestions, or ideas for future classes, please let Rabbi Sherman know by calling the 
Temple Sinai office or emailing him at rabbisherman@templesinaino.org.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

HIGH HOLY DAY PRAYERBOOKS 

At Temple Sinai, we will again be using the new machzor (High Holy Day Prayerbook) of the Reform 
Movement – MISHKAN HANEFESH: Machzor for the Days of Awe.

If you would like to purchase you own two-volume set of Mishkan HaNefesh (one volume for Rosh HaShanah 
and one for Yom Kippur), it is available through the Central Conference of American Rabbis Press:  

ccarpress.org.  Due to the coronavirus crisis, the CCAR is making it easier for people to buy their own copies 
of the prayerbook.  Go to the website and click on “High Holy Day Liturgical Resources.”  Special discounts are 

available this year.

The machzor is also available as a discounted e-book for Kindle, which can be purchased through the 
ccarpress.org website or on Amazon.

If you have any questions, please contact the Temple Sinai office.

mailto:rabbisherman@templesinaino.org
ccarpress.org
ccarpress.org
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Want to see something in the Bulletin? 
 The Temple Sinai Bulletin is a wonderful way to share information about our Temple happenings, 
member and community news, and to help our members feel connected. We welcome your submissions and  
creative ideas to enhance our content and to best inform our readers.
 The editorial staff will review your articles and photos, and will edit when necessary. Photos need to 
be in focus and of a high resolution. 
To submit information:
On or before the 14th of the month before: Please submit all bulletin content –articles/photos/donations/
calendar/ads, etc.  directly to our Communications Coordinator, Shea McCoy at smccoy@templesinaino.
org with email subject line: Bulletin Submission.   
**In the case of an emergency piece of information (submissions after the 14th) – please send email with a 
read receipt followed up with a phone call to the Communications Coordinator to ensure the information 
is received. We cannot guarantee submission after the deadline.** 
We thank you!!!
Shea McCoy
Liz Yager
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S M T W T F S

AUGUST 2020

  

  

                                                                                                                              31                   1

                  2                    3                   4                     5                   6                   7                 8

                 9                  10                   11                  12                  13                   14                  15

                16                  17                  18                  19                  20                  21                  22

                23                  24                  25                  26                  27                  28                  29

12:30PM Lunch 
with Rabbi 
Sherman

12:30PM Lunch 
with Rabbi 
Sherman

12:30PM Lunch 
with Rabbi 
Sherman

12:30PM Lunch 
with Rabbi 
Sherman

6:00 PM Summer 
Unity Shabbat 
Evening Service 
Hosted by Temple 
Sinai

9:15AM Virtual 
Torah Study

10:30 AM Summer 
Unity Shabbat 
Morning Service 
Hosted by Temple 
Sinai

6:00 PM Summer 
Unity Shabbat 
Evening Service 
Hosted by Touro 
Synagogue

9:15AM Virtual 
Torah Study

10:30 AM Summer 
Unity Shabbat 
Morning Service 
Hosted by Touro 
Synagogue

6:00 PM Summer 
Unity Shabbat 
Evening Service 
Hosted by Touro 
Synagogue

9:15AM Virtual 
Torah Study

10:30 AM Summer 
Unity Shabbat 
Morning Service 
Hosted by Touro 
Synagogue

6:00 PM Summer 
Unity Shabbat 
Evening Service 
Hosted by Touro 
Synagogue

9:15AM Virtual 
Torah Study

10:30 AM Summer 
Unity Shabbat 
Morning Service 
Hosted by Touro 
Synagogue

6:00 PM Summer 
Unity Shabbat 
Evening Service 
Hosted by Touro 
Synagogue                30                  31

9:15AM Virtual 
Torah Study

10:30 AM Summer 
Unity Shabbat 
Morning Service 
Hosted by Touro 
Synagogue

7:00PM 
Wednesday 
Night Live Adult 
Education Classes

7:00PM 
Wednesday 
Night Live Adult 
Education Classes

7:15PM Board 
Meeting
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Tracey Dodd, Temple Sinai President 
traceyddodd@gmail.com

Daniel M. Sherman, Rabbi 
rabbisherman@templesinaino.org

Joel M. Colman, M.S.M., Cantor 
joel@colman.us

Edward Paul Cohn D.D., D.Min, Rabbi Emeritus 
rabbiepc@gmail.com

Liz Yager, Executive Director 
lyager@templesinaino.org

Avital Kadosh, Director of Education 
avital@templesinaino.org

Rachel Chamness, Administrative Specialist 
rchamness@templesinaino.org

Shea McCoy, Communications Coordinator 
smccoy@templesinaino.org

Herbert Barton, Executive Director Emeritus

Keith Kornman, Brotherhood President 
kkornman@degan.com

Verdie Richburg, Sisterhood Co-President
sisterhood@templesinaino.org

Sharon Kirkpatrick, Sisterhood Co-President
sisterhood@templesinaino.org

6227 St. Charles Avenue
New Orleans, LA 70118

Phone: (504) 861-3693
Fax: (504) 861-3102
Web: templesinainola.com
Email: sinai@usa.net

@TempleSinaiNOLA
Like us and share!

Please let us know if your address, 
email, or phone number has changed, 
or if you are not receving Temple emails. 

Contact the office at (504) 861-3693 or
sinai@usa.net.

Catch-A-Cab Transportation Program

Catch-A-Cab is a discount transportation program 
for independent Jewish seniors (65 or older) and 
those with disabilities who cannot drive in the 
Greater New Orleans area. 

Participants purchase a $20 book of taxi coupons 
for $5. Each participant may purchase a maximum of 
seven books per quarter, or $140 in taxi coupons, for 
$35. The coupons are non-transferable and are only 
valid for the Catch-A-Cab subscriber.

There is no charge for additional passengers 
traveling with Catch-A-Cab subscribers.

Participating cab companies include Metry Cab 
Company, Incognito Transportation Services, United 
Cab, White Fleet Cab Company, and Yellow Checker 
Cab Company.

Catch-A-Cab is brought to you by Jewish Family 
Services, the Jewish Endowment Foundation of 
Louisiana, and private donors. 

 For more information, call JFS at (504) 831-8475.

mailto:traceyddodd@gmail.com
mailto:rabbisherman@templesinaino.org
mailto:joel@colman.us
mailto:rabbiepc@gmail.com
mailto:lyager@templesinaino.org
mailto:avital@templesinaino.org
mailto:rchamness@templesinaino.org
mailto:smccoy@templesinaino.org
mailto:kkornman@degan.com
mailto:sisterhood@templesinaino.org
mailto:sisterhood@templesinaino.org
mailto:sinai@usa.net
mailto:sinai@usa.net



