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Happy Chanukah from your 
Temple Sinai Family!  Sunday, Dec. 22- Sunday Dec. 29
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Services
Shabbat Services - December 2019

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service led by Rabbi Cohn

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14
9:00 a.m. Torah Study
10:15 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service led by Rabbi Cohn 
Torah Portion: Vayishlach, Genesis 32:4-36:43

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20
6:15 p.m. Let’s-Get-Ready-for-Chanukah Shabbat 
Evening Service.  Join us for a festive service as we 
prepare for Chanukah and a special Oneg Shabbat 
with Latkes and Chanukah treats sponsored by 
Sisterhood.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
9:00 a.m. Torah Study
10:15 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service 
Torah Portion: Vayeshev, Genesis 37:1-40:23 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27
6:15 p.m. Shabbat of Chanukah Evening Service 
including the Lighting of the Menorah on St. 
Charles Avenue

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28
9:00 a.m. Torah Study
10:15 a.m. Shabbat of Chanukah Morning Service 
Torah Portion: Miketz, Genesis 41:1-44:17

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service with the Band & 
the celebration of our December Anniversaries and 
Birthdays

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7
9:00 a.m. Torah Study
10:15 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service 
Torah Portion: Vayetze, Genesis 28:10-32:3

**Cover photo by Cantor Joel Colman**
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CHANUKAH 101  
 for 5780

Rabbi’s Message

WHAT: Chanukah is our eight-day winter holiday.  
It is a time of special celebrations and giving thanks.  The 
name means “rededication” – a reminder of the celebration 
the Maccabees held when they rededicated the Holy  
Temple in Jerusalem in the year 165 BCE.  The only proper 
spelling for the name of the holiday is CHET-NUN-KAF-
HEY.  In English, I prefer “Chanukah” over “Hanukkah.”

WHEN: Chanukah begins at the exact same time 
every year: on the evening of the 25th of Kislev and lasts 
eight days.  This year the first night of Chanukah falls on 
Sunday, Dec. 22.  The last night of Chanukah is Sunday, 
Dec. 29, and the last day is Monday, Dec. 30.

WHERE: The primary observances for Chanukah 
take place in the home.  We will also get ready for Chanukah 
with a special service and Oneg Shabbat on Friday,  
December 20.  And join us for our Shabbat of Chanukah 
service and Menorah Lighting on Friday, December 27.

WHY: Chanukah is a very important holiday 
for us, though one of lesser religious significance.  We  
remember the story of the brave Maccabees that took place 
over 2000 years ago in the land of Israel, which was then 
controlled by the Syrian-Greeks.  In 175 BCE Antiochus IV 
(Antiochus Epiphanies) became King of Syria.  In an effort 
to strengthen his hold on Israel, he decreed that all of his 
subjects must worship the same (Greek) gods and follow 
the same (Greek) customs.  The Jews were not permitted to 
study Torah, keep Shabbat, or do anything Jewish.

 Some Jews, called Hellenists, willingly went along 
with the king’s demands and followed the Greek way of 
life.  Others refused to give up their Jewish heritage and 
rebelled against the king’s decrees.  Led by Mattathias  
Hasmonean and his five sons, these “rebels” took to the  
hills outside of Jerusalem and began a guerilla offensive 
against the mighty Syrian-Greek army.  Inspired by their 
leader, Judah the Maccabee, the rebels pushed back the  
army and liberated Jerusalem.

 After the fighting, the Jews returned to the Holy 
Temple that had been defiled by the Syrian-Greeks.  The 
Maccabees cleansed the Temple and removed the Greek 
idols and altars.  On the 25th of Kislev, they rededicated the 
Temple to the service of God.

 When we celebrate Chanukah, we celebrate the  
victory of the few over the many, the weak over the strong.  
We remember that it was not by our own strength and  
might alone, but because God was with us that our  
ancestors defeated their enemies.  We remember this first 
fight for the freedom of religion, and we give thanks that 
we are able to practice our Judaism freely today.

HOW:  The most important Chanukah   
observance is the lighting of candles in our Chanukah  
Menorah or Chanukiah.  On the first night of Chanukah, 
we begin with the lighting of one candle using a shamash 
(or helper candle).  Each night we add one more candle, 
until all eight candles are lit on the final night.  As we light 
the candles, we recite blessings: 3 blessings on the first 
night, 2 on the other nights.  We place the candles in our 
Chanukiah from right to left, and we light the new candle  
first each night.

 There are many family traditions associated with 
Chanukah.  It’s fun to play dreidel as we remember: “NES 
GADOL HAYAH SHAM – A Great Miracle Happened 
 There.”  Chanukah foods include latkes (LEVIVOT),  
potato pancakes fried in oil to remind us of the legend 
of the oil that miraculously lasted for eight days in the 
Temple Menorah.  A Sephardic and Israeli favorite food is  
SUFGANIOT – jelly-filled doughnuts, also fried in oil.

I want to wish everyone a very Happy Chanukah!   
Chanukah should be a fun holiday that the entire family 
looks forward to each year.  So I encourage you to light 
your menorah, eat some latkes, sing some songs, spin a 
dreidel and celebrate our annual Festival of Lights.  For  
more information about Chanukah traditions, history and 
more, please check out our Reform Movement’s website: 

www.reformjudaism.org
 I also want to take a moment to wish our beloved 

Executive Director Emeritus, Herbert Barton, a very happy 
97th birthday.  Thank you for all that you do and for all  
that you mean to our congregation – you are certainly 
a treasure.  We look forward to celebrating many more  
birthdays with you.

 And I want to wish everyone a happy and healthy 
(other) New Year!

Rabbi Daniel M. Sherman
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President’s Message

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 This has been an extremely busy season, filled with so 
many reasons to congregate and worship.  While the High Holy 
Days are past, and the weather has turned somewhat cooler and 
more Fall-like, we are now moving towards a secular holiday 
season and then into Chanukah.  As a congregant, I used to feel 
that there were some separations in the year to take a deep breath 
and move forward.  Being Temple President, I have learned that 
is somewhat of a myth.  There is not a week that goes by that 
our staff, our synagogue, etc., are not filled with activities, from 
Shabbat Services, B’nai Mitzvah, Brotherhood and its Whiskey 
Tasting, Temple Toddlers programming, to the Evening with  
Ta-Nehisi Coates and Jesmyn Ward.  There were so many 
activities, such beauty in the music and the people who filled 
the walls of our synagogue.  It should not go without saying that 
we are so thankful to everyone who has assisted with all of our 
programming.  Those that volunteer in so many ways, make such 
a difference for all of us.
 As we move into December and Chanukah, which 
celebrates the “inauguration” or renewal of the Holy Temple, 
we are reminded of other inauguration activities in our own 
community.  At the publication of this article, we will have come 
together as a community of Reform Jews at the installation of 
Rabbi Bauman at Touro Synagogue, and we will be preparing 
for the installation of our own incredible Rabbi in January.  This 
has been an extraordinary year of new Jewish clergy arriving in 
New Orleans, and we are so very lucky to be planning Rabbi 
Sherman’s installation for January 24, 2020.  Please be a part of 
this celebration with us.
 A number of our staff and clergy, including myself, will 
be in Chicago together in the second week of December at the 
Union for Reform Judaism’s Biennial Conference, where we hope 
to gather and listen to inspiring speakers, create new connections 
within the Reform movement, and learn about new programming 
to benefit our congregation.  
 We hope that December will equally be a wonderful and 
inspiring time for our Temple Sinai families.  Whether enjoying 
a family vacation, welcoming cooler weather (if we are lucky) or 
spending time with family and friends, we hope to see you at 
Temple Sinai participating in the many activities occurring. As 
we celebrate and enjoy our families, thank you for remembering 
Temple Sinai in your year-end giving to help support all our 
endeavors. Look for your Sinai Annual Giving letter.
 B’Shalom,
 Tracey 
       traceyddodd@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 I hope all of you had a Happy Thanksgiving, 
whether it was a big family reunion, quiet time with a 
few friends, or just enjoying the day off on your own.  I 
spent quality time with my two daughters and definitely 
ate too much. I am grateful.
 I am also grateful for the members of Temple  
Sinai. It is your energy and passion that define the Sinai 
experience. As I have met you, I have learned about your 
Sinai stories- learning about family legacies, childhood 
memories, and poignant experiences where Temple Sinai 
was there for you. As Executive Director, my wish is that 
Temple Sinai is and will be there for you and your family 
to enrich, educate, nourish and provide all the essential 
ingredients for your spiritual home. 
 As we approach the year’s end, you will receive 
Temple Sinai’s Annual Giving letter. Each year, we reach 
out to you to ask for your support to ensure that we 
can continue to financially afford all that is needed to  
maintain Temple Sinai. From security costs and facility 
maintenance, to funding stimulating and impactful  
experiences in all our programs, we ask for your support 
at this time of year.  I sincerely thank you for your com-
mitment to ensuring our members continue their Sinai 
stories with poignant and impactful memories. 
 I wish all of you a Happy Chanukah and New 
Year! We hope that Temple Sinai will partner with you 
and your family to have a wonderful year filled with  
opportunity, growth, health, and love.
 
Liz

You can make your annual gift by logging onto  
templesinainola.com/donate, phoning in to the office, or 
mailing your donation. Your year-end gift could honor a 
special person or be in memory of a loved one. Again, we are 
grateful and thank you for your support.

Tracey Dodd

Director’s Message

Liz Yager
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Liz Yager

Cantor’s Message

 
 
 
 
 
 
 As we enter the month of December, I do enjoy 
the holiday season and all music that surrounds us for 
several weeks.  Even though I have a three-ring binder 
filled with wonderful Chanukah music, unfortunately 
it pales in comparison to the music of Christmas.  
And if I was to find myself in a Christmas Carol song  
session, not only could I sing most of the music without 
music, I probably could sing the bass line, as I have been 
singing in choirs since the 8th grade.  Even though my 
home community of Oak Park, Michigan was populated 
with a Jewish majority, it never seemed out of place 
that in December our concert choir could be singing 
Christmas Carols in the hallways or even heading out 
to Northland Mall to sing the same songs.  Singing 
music from other faith traditions has been part of my  

 
musical experience and that is why I find it so important 
to sing Jewish music.  Singing Jewish music resonates 
with me much more deeply than any other music.  I 
always look forward to singing Chanukah music with 
our children and at services.  
 In December I will be attending the URJ Biennial 
in Chicago.  The convention attracts over 5000 Reform 
Jews from all over the world.  So many of the instructors, 
musicians, and speakers are leaders in their field of  
expertise and it is an amazing opportunity to learn 
from them.  Now maybe I might take advantage of a 
dinner opportunity to check out a Chicago pizza place, 
but other than that I plan on spending many hours 
attending workshops and checking out the exhibits.  I 
hope I can bring back some cool stuff for our temple.
 I hope you have an opportunity to see many 
family and friends during the Chanukah season.  And I 
look forward to seeing you on Shabbat Eve of December 
27 when we celebrate our annual Chanukah on the  
Avenue.

Cantor Joel Colman

On Friday, January 10 in the chapel, Temple Sinai is delighted to once again welcome the amazing high school 
group from Rosh HaAyin, Israel - Four Flutes Flight.  Under the direction of Mattan Klein, they will be here in New 
Orleans for a Jazz Conference, but more importantly they will be at our Shabbat Service that night.  Rosh HaAyin is 
our sister city in Israel, and two years ago Four Flutes Flight was here at Temple Sinai. 
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 Wow… Sisterhood has been busy this past month  
in various roles, including serving on committees, revising  
our bylaws and the website information about  
Sisterhood, and Yea- we had five members participate  
in the Women’s Mega Challah Bake 250. Executive  
Director, Liz Yager, served as Temple Sinai’s Table Leader 
as we united, discovered, created, shared and connected 
with 200+ women. It was truly an evening of fun as we 
met some new sisterhood friends!
 As we reflected on our two opening meetings as 
Co-Presidents, we thought how fortunate our Sisterhood 
has been to have had two really special guests for each 
meeting.  Last year, our special guest was Jennifer 
Daly, the current President of WRJ Southwest District  
(Congregation Gates of Prayer), and this year our very 
own Morgan Sherman was our guest.  At our October 27th 
meeting, we were delighted that Rabbi Sherman popped 
in and gave us a surprise greeting that included thanking 
us for working so diligently in supporting Temple Sinai. 
He also reminded us that it was the 1st anniversary of the 
Tree-of-Life shooting in Pittsburgh. Stay tuned for the 
upcoming Rabbi’s Chat with Sisterhood! 
 Chanukah is right around the corner and  
Sisterhood is busy working with Liz and others to  
coordinate our involvement this year, whether sponsoring 
a dinner, latkes and dessert or goody bags.  
 Also, on January 11, 2020, Gates of Prayer  
Sisterhood has invited us to participate in a luncheon  
and workshop featuring Susan Bass, WRJ National  
President.
 REMEMBER: It’s never too late to join Sisterhood.
We are still waiting for your comments and ideas so that 
we can make Sisterhood what we want it to be. You can 
get in touch with us at sisterhood@templesinaino.org,  
skirkpatrick1@cox.net or vfrichburg@yahoo.com. 
 Mark your calendar for our next two meetings: 
December 8th and January 12th, 10:00 am.   
-Verdie and Sharon

Sisterhood Brotherhood
 Brotherhood Bingo has been set for Saturday, 
May 16, 2020!  Mark your calendars now for what is al-
ways a family-fun event with lots of prizes and plenty of 
good food for everyone.  We are hoping to make this year 
bigger and better than ever; planning and donations have 
already begun for this annual event. 
 
 On November 14 we held a joint meeting and 
whiskey tasting.  Special thanks go out to Mike Dodd and 
Mitch Frank, our resident experts, who explained to us  
how to properly appreciate and differentiate our choices. 
 After sampling some very fine and varied bottles, the 
members were in an excellent mood to discuss monetary 
issues and upcoming gatherings.  We approved the  
streamlined budget, which was drafted by Kern Maass and 
Bob Brickman, discussed different investment strategies, 
and set the stage for future programming and social action.  
 
 Clergy lunches, always a favorite, are set to  
continue in January.  Additionally, our next Brotherhood 
gathering is expected to be at St. James Cheese Company, 
where we can relax together over some great food and good 
drinks.   On the social action front, the Brotherhood will 
be sponsoring Breakfast Service at Grace at the Greenlight 
and we are exploring tutoring and other options with  
different schools in the area. Rob Rothman will be  
assisting with the exploration of a program to partner 
with McMain High School.  
 
 Meanwhile, the Brotherhood will continue its  
ongoing support of the various facets of Temple life,  
including ushering and Chavurah@Sinai, whenever and 
however we can.
 
 Our next meeting is scheduled for 6:45 p.m. 
on Monday December 9, 2019 at Temple.  Come join us 
and be a part of the Temple Sinai Brotherhood.
-Keith
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Arza Elections

 How would you like to have a say in Israel’s  
future as a Jewish state, homeland for Jews from around  
the world, as a democratic, pluralist, inclusive paradigm 
for society? That’s a big question, or series of questions, 
but the answer is as easy as a 10 second exercise- voting 
the ARZA slate in the elections for the 38th World  
Zionist Congress. What’s that you ask? “Glad you  
asked,” Rabbi Sherman might say, What’s that? Well 
let’s see. Some, many I hope, of you heard me speak of 
these elections Yom Kippur morning. In case you you 
were admiring the magnificent stained glass windows 
that grace our historic sanctuary, let me reiterate and 
embellish.  
 Back in 1897 Theodor Herzl convened the first 
World Zionist Congress in Basle, Switzerland. At that 
first Congress 500 Jews elected by the various Jewish 
Zionist political parties of the day managed to decide 
to work to create a state where Jews would be safe from  
the pogroms  and widespread lethal anti-Semitism  
pervasive in Europe at that time. 
 123 years later, in October 2020 the 38th World 
Zionist Congress will convene in Jerusalem. ARZA, the 
Association of Reform Zionists of America, may not 
have been present formally at the first Congress; but 
next October, with your help by voting, ARZA will steer 
the second largest political faction in the Congress. It 
is a faction dedicated to the values and aspirations for 
Israel we as Reform Jews cherish. 
 Citing these values as in a recent article in 
The Forward, Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the URJ, 
Union for Reform Judaism, enumerated agenda items 
in the election campaign for the Reform Movement:  

“1) advocacy  for Jewish pluralism, including religious 
equality and recognition of liberal Jewish streams in 
a Jewish and democratic state; 2) ensuring[sic] that 
no funds administered by the WZC will go to support  
areas beyond the sovereign borders of Israel;  
3) demand that KKL (JNF in Israel) and the other  
organizations operating under the WZC act with 
transparency, and 4) strengthen the ties between 
Israel and world Jewry based on mutual respect, 
ongoing dialogue and inclusivity and a shared 
love for Israel and a commitment to her core values as 
a Jewish and democratic state.” 
 If these sound political it is because they are, 
as the World Zionist Organization, WZO, is a political 
body, hence factions. Coalescing with like-minded 
parties builds our strength; but your vote is the core. 
Our numbers in Congress translate to positions in the 
institutions. Our increased presence, represented by 
voting power, puts Reform representatives in positions 
of authority and oversight to stop actions as cited by 
Rabbi Jacobs. 
 Voting will be between January and March 
2020. I will be posting updates and reminders as 
the time nears. These elections are your sole point 
of direct access to Israel’s political and social policy 
arenas. Increasing our Reform presence has impact 
in this democratic, albeit arcane process. 
 
VOTE THE ARZA SLATE Todah rabah l’hitraot,  
Thank you.
-Bill Hess
nolabill@aol.com
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Our Education Department Presents...                                                                                         Chanukah Nights

 Chanukah is one of our many beloved Jewish  
holidays. But it can be hard to get your kids focused less 
on “eights nights of presents” and more on eight nights 
of celebration and family togetherness. Here are some  
themes that can help make your family’s Chanukah a bit 
brighter this year. For more detailed instructions and  
recipes, please visit https://pjlibrary.org/beyond-books/
pjblog/november-2016/eight-more-ideas-for-hanukkah-
nights  

1. Decoration Night

On the first night, decorate your home for Chanukah.  
Using household items or your child’s artwork from the 
year can be a fun way to start the celebration. Upcycle 
old paint stirrers and some paint or stickers to create a 
Shamash Holder, decorate your own dreidel, or use this 
year’s art projects to create some spectacular decorations 
as a family to spruce up your home for the holiday.  Full 
instructions available at  
https://pjlibrary.org/beyond-books/pjblog/novem-
ber-2016/12-hanukkah-activities-we-love.

2. Memory Book Night

Begin a scrapbook to document your family’s Chanukah 
experiences and traditions.  Add photos and drawings, 
along with quotes from every family member to begin a 
tradition that can be added to every year!

3. Family Tree Night

Trace the roots of your family tree. Start by telling stories 
and asking each other questions. Use a big sheet of paper 
or dry erase markers on a glass door to list the members of 
your family and create the branches. Encourage children 
to list whoever comes to mind--whether they’re biological 
or chosen family. 

Avital Kadosh
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Our Education Department Presents...                                                                                         Chanukah Nights

4. Chanukah Lights Night
Take a cue from the story Chanukah Lights Everywhere 
and spend some time as a family looking at the lights 
all around you.  If it is warm enough, take a flashlight  
outside and look at the stars, or on a chilly night, hop in 
the car and ride through town to notice the lights on signs, 
decorations and streetlights.

5. Song & Dance Night
Circle around the Chanukah lights and sing a few holiday 
classics. For more ideas for some non-traditional songs to 
sing or tracks to dance to, head over to  https://pjlibrary.org/
beyond-books/pjblog/november-2016/singing-and-danc-
ing-hanukkah-2016

6. Latke Night
Even the littlest of hands can pat latkes into patties.  
Read Kveller.com’s “Not Your Mother’s Latkes” for some 
new ideas, enjoy making traditional latkes, or even 
try your hand at gluten-free or vegan latke varieties!  
 
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/recipe/sufganiyot/ 
https://www.kveller.com/article/not-your-mamas-latke/ 
https://www.kveller.com/article/potato-latkes/ 
https://www.verywellfit.com/gluten-free-thanksgiving-562861

7. Gratitude Night

Take time to just “be” as a family. Talk about the things 
you’re grateful for--each other, your home, games you 
play, favorite treats to eat, quirks, traditions, anything. 
You can have a conversation or spend the night doing a 
bigger activity like making a gratitude wall.

8. Cookie Night

Put a Chanukah twist on the classic sugar cookie. Read a 
story like Hanukkah Cookies With Sprinkles to complement 
your baking. If you want to just focus on decorating, 
go the “semi-homemade” route with a tube of premade  
cookie dough. Just cut, bake, then decorate.
https://www.kveller.com/article/hanukkah-cookies/ 
https://www.amazon.com/Hanukkah-Cookie-Cutter/
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Chanukah Home Celebration                                                                                 Sunday, Dec. 22- Sunday Dec. 29

KINDLING THE LIGHTS OF CHANUKAH 

The Chanukah lights mark each day of the holiday and are reminders of the menorah that burned in the 
ancient Temple.  The candles should be placed into the menorah from right to left.  On the first night, 
you will need two candles: one for the Shamash, and one in the far-right position.  Add one candle each 
night, so that eight candles (plus the Shamash) are burning on the eighth night. 

Begin by lighting the Shamash candle first.  This “server” candle will then be used to light all the other 
candles.  Light the candles from left to right, always starting with the newest candle.  

The following two blessings are recited each night as the candles are lit

 
 

Ba-ruch  a-tah  Adonai, Eh-lo-hei-nu  meh-lech  ha-o-lam,  a-sher  kid-de-shah-nu  be-mitz-vo-tav, ve-tzi-vah-nu 
 le-had-lik  neir  shel  Cha-nuk-kah.

We praise You, Eternal our God, Ruler of the universe, who hallows us with Mitzvot and commands us 
to kindle the lights of Chanukah.

 
 

Ba-ruch  a-tah  Adonai,  Eh-lo-hei-nu  meh-lech  ha-o-lam,  sheh-ah-sah  ni-sim  
la-a-vo-tei-nu  ve-i-mo-tei-nu  bah-ya-mim  ha-heim  baz-ze-man  ha-zeh.

We praise You, Eternal our God, Ruler of the Universe, who performed wondrous deeds for our ancestors 
in days of old at this season.

*On the first night only, add this blessing:
 

 

Ba-ruch  a-tah  Adonai, Eh-lo-hei-nu  meh-lech  ha-o-lam,  sheh-heh-cheh-yah-nu  ve-ki-ye-mah-nu  ve-hi-gi-ah-nu 
 la-ze-man  ha-zeh.

We praise You, Eternal our God, Ruler of the universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling 
us to reach this season.

The following may be recited after lighting the candles:

HA-NEI-ROT HAL-LA-LU: We kindle these lights because of the wondrous deliverance You performed 
for our ancestors.  During these eight days of Chanukah, these lights are sacred; we are not to use them 
but only to behold them – so that their glow may rouse us to give thanks for Your wondrous acts of  
deliverance.  (From On The Doorposts of Your House – Prayers and Ceremonies for the Jewish Home, page 116)
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Chanukah Home Celebration                                                                                 Sunday, Dec. 22- Sunday Dec. 29

Rock of Ages – Maoz Tzur  
 

Mah-oz  tzur  ye-shu-a-ti,  le-chah  nah-eh  le-sha-bei-ach,
 

ti-kon  beit  te-fi-lah-ti,  ve-sham  to-dah  ne-za-bei-ach.
 

Le-eit  tah-chin  mat-bei-ach,  mi-tzar  ha-me-na-bei-ach.
 

Az  eg-mor,  be-shir  miz-mor,  cha-nu-kat  ha-miz-bei-ach.    
Rock of Ages, let our song    Children of the Maccabees,
Praise Your saving power;    Whether free or fettered,
You, amid the raging foes    Wake the echoes of the songs
Were our sheltering tower.    Where you may be scattered.
Furious, they assailed us,    Yours the message cheering,
But Your arm availed us.    That the time is nearing:
And Your word broke their sword,   Which will see all go free,
When our own strength failed us. (2x)  Tyrants disappearing.

O Chanukah, O Chanukah  
O Chanukah, O Chanukah, come light the menorah.

Let’s have a party; we’ll all dance the hora.
Gather ‘round the table, we’ll give you a treat:

S’vivonim to play with and latkes to eat.
And while we are playing, the candles are burning low.

One for each night, they shed a sweet light to remind us of days long ago.

I Have A Little Dreidel 
I have a little dreidel,  
I made it out of clay;

And when it’s dry & ready 
Then dreidel I shall play!
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel

I made it out of clay,
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel,
Now dreidel I shall play!

My dreidel’s always playful, 
It loves to dance & spin. 
A happy game of dreidel: 

Come play, now let’s begin! 
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, 

It loves to dance & spin, 
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, 
Come play, now let’s begin!

It has a lovely body, 
With leg so short & thin; 
And when it gets all tired 

It drops & then I win! 
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, 
With leg so short & thin, 

O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, 
It drops & then I win!

THE GAME OF DREIDEL
The spinning game of dreidel has been popular for centuries.  The dreidel (“top”) has four 

sides; each side is imprinted with a Hebrew letter.  The letters on the dreidel stand for:  
“NEIS GADOL HAYAH SHAM – A Great Miracle Happened there.”

Begin the game by giving all players an equal number of pieces (coins, candies, etc.).   
Each player must “ante up” any time the pot is empty.  Players take turns spinning the dreidel 

until it lands on:
NUN: “None” – get nothing  GIMMEL: “Get” – take the entire pot
HEY: “Half ” – take half of the pot SHIN:  “Share” – put one in the pot

The player with the most pieces at the end of the game wins.  Good luck!
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Chanukah Recipes

Servings: Makes 18 latkes
Total Time: 40 Minutes
INGREDIENTS
2 pounds russet potatoes (2-3)
1 medium yellow onion, peeled (about the size of a 
baseball)
2 large eggs
2 scant teaspoons salt
2 teaspoons baking powder
1/4 cup all purpose flour
1 cup vegetable oil
Equipment: 2 heavy non-stick rimmed baking sheets* 

INSTRUCTIONS
-Set oven racks in center preheat & oven to 425 degrees.
Peel the potatoes, then coarsely grate them with the onion 
together in food processor or by hand using a box grater. 
Place potato mixture in a fine sieve and press down firmly 
with paper towel to remove excess moisture. Stir and 
repeat a few times with fresh paper towels until liquid is 
mostly drained. Transfer potato mixture to bowl and mix 
in eggs, salt, baking powder and flour.
-Fill two heavy non-stick rimmed baking sheets with 1/2 
cup oil each. Place pans in oven for 10 minutes to heat 
the oil. Wearing oven mitts, carefully remove pans from 
oven. Drop batter by the 1/4-cupful onto baking sheets, 
spacing about 1-1/2 inches apart. Using the bottom of 
the measuring cup or a spoon, press down on pancakes 
to flatten just slightly. Bake for 15-20 minutes, or until 
bottoms are crisp and golden. Carefully remove pans from 
oven and flip latkes (tongs are the best tool as a spatula 
may cause oil to splatter). Place pans back in oven and 
cook until latkes are crisp and golden brown all over, about 
10 minutes more. Remove pans from oven and transfer 
latkes to large platter lined with paper towels. Serve 
immediately with sour cream or apple sauce, if desired.

*It is very important to use non-stick baking sheets so the 
latkes don’t stick.

Oven Fried Latkes

INGREDIENTS  
Apricot, red-currant, or raspberry jam
Oil for deep-frying
1 2/3 cups (250 g) flour, plus a little more if necessary
2 or 3 drops vanilla extract
A pinch of salt
1 whole egg
3 Tablespoons sour cream or vegetable oil
2 Tablespoons sugar
1 egg yolk
Confectioners’ sugar to sprinkle on
1/4 cup (50 ml) lukewarm milk or water
1 teaspoon dried yeast

INSTRUCTIONS
-Dissolve the yeast in the warm milk or water with 1 teaspoon 
of sugar and leave for 10 minutes, until it froths.
-Beat the rest of the sugar with the egg and the yolk. Add the 
sour cream or oil, the salt, vanilla, and yeast mixture, and beat 
very well. Fold in the flour gradually, and continue beating 
until you have a soft, smooth, and elastic dough, adding more 
flour if necessary. Then knead for 5 minutes, sprinkling with a 
little flour if it is too sticky. Coat the dough with oil by pouring 
a drop in the bowl and turning the dough in it. Cover the bowl 
with plastic wrap and leave in a warm place to rise for about 2 
hours, or until doubled in bulk.
-Knead the dough again for a few minutes, then roll out on a 
floured surface with a floured rolling pin to 1/4-inch (1/2-cm) 
thickness. With a pastry cutter, cut into 2-inch (5-cm) rounds. 
Make a ball out of the scraps so as not to waste them, roll out, 
and cut into rounds. Put a teaspoon of jam in the center of a 
round of dough, brush the rim with a little water to make it 
sticky, and cover with another round. Press the edges together 
to seal. Continue with the rest of the rounds and arrange them 
on a floured tray. Leave them to rise for about 30 minutes.
-Heat 1-1/2 inches of oil in a saucepan to medium hot. Drop 
in the doughnuts, a few at a time. Fry in medium-hot oil for 
3-4 minutes with the lid on until brown, then turn and fry the 
other side for 1 minute more. Drain on paper towels. Serve 
sprinkled with confectioners’ sugar. They are at their best 
when still warm and fresh.

Sufganiyot-Jelly Donuts
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Special Services & Installation

URJ BIENNIAL – December 11-15, 2019
This month Rabbi Sherman, Cantor Colman, 

Liz Yager, and Avital Kadosh, along with Temple 
President, Tracey Dodd, will be traveling to Chicago, 

to attend the Union for Reform Judaism’s Biennial 
Convention.  It will be an exciting and informative 

meeting of Reform Jews from across North America 
with amazing speakers, performers, and leaders.  To 

learn more about the Biennial or to follow along from 
home, please go to www.urjbiennial.org.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Please plan on joining us for a very special Shabbat, 
January 24-25, 2020, as we officially welcome 

and install Rabbi Daniel Sherman as Senior Rabbi 
of Temple Sinai.  This is an historic event as we 

celebrate 150 years of Temple Sinai.

Friday, January 24, 2020
Shabbat Dinner

Shabbat Evening Service & Ceremony of Installation
Festive Oneg Shabbat

Saturday, January 25, 2020
Torah Study

Shabbat Morning Service
Kiddush Luncheon

Invitations and details to follow!
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Our Community & Beyond
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 The Jewish Endowment Foundation of  
Louisiana is pleased to announce that the 
Goldring Family Foundation is funding 
the Jewish Summer Camp Experience Incentive 
Grant program for its 22nd year. The Goldring 
Family Foundation, noted for its philanthropy 
in our Jewish community as well as in our 
larger community, has made a generous 
commitment to continue to underwrite this  
program from 2020. Through this program, we 
haved helped send 1,519 children to camp since 1999. 
 In funding this program, Bill Goldring stated 
“These camp grants are an investment in a Jewish  
future for each child sent.  The Jewish summer  
camping experience has been determined to be one 
of the most positive forces in both current and later  
Jewish identification.  We are delighted to be able to  
provide our foundation’s support for this 
important program.”
 This incentive grant provides up to $1,500 for a  
Jewish child to attend a Jewish not-for-profit  
sleep-away summer camp for the very first time.  
There are no need-based requirements. Every  
Jewish child in Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, and 
the Florida Panhandle who has never attended a  
not-for-profit Jewish sleep-way summer camp  
is eligible.
 The application is available online at  
www.jefno.org or you may contact Debbie Berins 
at 504.524.4559 or debbie@jefno.org

Want to see something in the Bulletin? 

 The Temple Sinai Bulletin is a wonderful way to share information about our Temple happenings, 
member and community news, and to help our members feel connected. We welcome your submissions and cre-
ative ideas to enhance our content and to best inform our readers.
 The editorial staff will review your articles and photos, and will edit when necessary. Photos need to be in 
focus and of a high resolution. 
To submit information:
On or before the 14th of the month before: Please submit all bulletin content –articles/photos/donations/calendar/
ads, etc.  directly to our Communications Coordinator, Shea McCoy at smccoy@templesinaino.org with email 
subject line: Bulletin Submission.   
**In the case of an emergency piece of information (submissions after the 14th) – please send email with a read receipt 
followed up with a phone call to the Communications Coordinator to ensure the information is received. We cannot 
guarantee submission after the deadline.** 
We thank you!!!
Shea McCoy
Liz Yager
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Tributes

IN MEMORIAM
Sam Schudmak, the husband of Carol Schudmak.

Shane Reuben, son of Amy Reuben on becoming a Bar Mitzvah in November. 

Anya Grue, daughter of Ian and Jamie Grue on becoming a Bat Mitzvah in November. 

Rob Steeg on being included in The Best Lawyers in America 2020 for New Orleans. 

Sarah & Sandy Cohen on the birth of their daughter, Mae Stella Cohen on November 15, 2019.

MAZEL TOVS & SHOUTOUTS

Jay and Bonnie Aronson
Herbert and Sue Barton
James and Marie Cahn
Ellen and David Chapman
Michael and Tracey Dodd
John and Rebekah Dyer
Joan and Julian Feibelman, Jr.

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Benjamin Aamodt
Kathryn Alpha
Karol Aschaffenburg
Penny Autenreith
Doris Ann Baron
James Bartkus
Herbert Barton
Alisa Baum
Neil Baum
Darryl Berger Jr.
Kathy Bernstein
Fannette Blum
Beth Boisfontaine
Rosalie Box
Daniel Bronfin
Sophie Burka
Marie Cahn
Valerie Coffin
Leo Cohen
Sarah Covert
Maggie Covert
Joshua Danzig
Nico Denzl

Benjamin DiCristina
Noah Emerson
John Farrald
Jordan Feibelman
Deborah Fisher
Stephanie Fortune-Taylor
J. M. Fried, Jr.
Paul Friedlander
Grace Friedman
Judith Gainsburgh
Sean Gerowin
Julian Good, Jr.
Leigh Goodman
Patricia Graver
Barbara Greenberg
Joren Grue
Jeff Haffner
Henry Hall
Sandra Heller
Alfred Hiller
Julanne Isaacson
Evelyn Joseph
Patricia Joyce

Jane Kahn
Sylvie Kahn
Elizabeth Kahn
Susan Kappelman
Lisa Karlin
Rebecca Katz
Julie Kenter
Chris Kientz
Susan Kierr
Lynn Kleinberger
JJ Kornman
Ethan Kullman
Janet Lekas
Donna Levy
Carolyn Levy
Keith Liederman
Sarah Lowentritt
Mose Mayer
Madeline McIntyre
Mark Moore
Lawrence Mopsik
Lauren Neustadter
James O’Donnell

Aidan Oestreicher
Josef Pailet
Judith Perlman
Ronald Pincus
Rebecca Roos
Joshua Rosenfeld
Alana Seelig
Alon Shaya
Lubov Shlyubsky
Jana Siles
Michael Silvers
Lindsey Soboul
Jeanne Soboul
Helen Sperling
Autumn Starling
Felice Stern
Katie Tilly
Carl Trascher
Joan Tuchman
Mark Wagner
Lynell Zelenka
Betty Zelman

S. Gene and Linda Fendler
Milton and Maria Fingerman
Peter and Leslie Kastl
Burton and Jerri Klein
Andrew and Jo Lawton
Richard and Ann Levine
Aaron and Kelley Levy

Renee and Charles Levy, III
Harvey and Gail Lewis
John Pereira and Alicia Lucas
Arthur and Sandra Pulitzer
Zollie and Verdie Richburg
Christopher and Rebecca Roos
Richard and Letty Rosenfeld

Morgan and Rabbi Daniel Sherman 
Charles and Rhea Simonson
Stuart and Jeanne Smolkin
Myron and Virginia Tuman
Irving and Lynda Warshauer
Geoffrey and Margaret Young
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ALICE M. KATZ CAMPERSHIP FUND
In Honor of the Bar Mitzvah of David Lazarus
Andrea and Rabbi Ed Cohn
In honor of Scarlet, Oz, Abigail, Caroline,  
Jade, and Matthew
Dr. Joy and Dr. Howard Osofsky
In Memory of Marianne Cohn, Dr. Ed 
Frohlich,  
Billy Lucas, Jr., and Sidney Opotowsky 
Lee Edrehi Sear 
 

BIMAH FLOWER FUND
In Memory of Walter Pokorny Adler
Bonnie and Jay Aronson
In Memory of Emily Kahn
Catherine and Charles Kahn, Jr.
In Memory of Sidney Opotowsky
Ann B. Harris
In Memory of Dr. Sol B. Stern, Jr.
Suzanne Koretzky, Mary Y. Stern, and Steven 
Stern
 

JEWCCY
In Memory of Dora Ferber
Ferber Family of Houma Foundation
 
 
RABBI EMERITUS FUND
In Memory of Dora Ferber
Ferber Family of Houma Foundation
 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND
Luz Molina
In Memory of Sam Corenswet
Susan C. Adler
Melanie and Daniel Bronfin
 
 
TEMPLE FUND
In Honor of their 46th Wedding Anniversary
Susan and Bill Hess
In Honor of Clare Benjamin’s 90th Birthday
Molly and J.M. Fried, Jr.
Judith A. Gainsburgh 
Lynne Stern
In Honor of Helen Greenberg’s 90th Birthday
Shirley R. Steeg
In Honor of Jane Sizeler’s 80th Birthday
Tracey and Mike Dodd
In Memory of Phyllis Cohen
Leona Z. Shlosman
In Memory of Marianne Cohn
Jean H. Frank
Molly and J.M. Fried, Jr.
Max Nathan, Jr.

In Memory of Sam Corenswet
Judith Barnes-Cochran
Tracey and Mike Dodd
Molly and J.M. Fried, Jr.
Susan and Jimmy Gundlach
Jane N. Kohlmann
Kathryn Korengold
Dominic Massa
Clay M. Smith
Liz and Andrew Smith
Carol Stone
Robert Wolf 
In Memory of Dora Ferber
Ferber Family of Houma Foundation
In Memory of Freda Haddad
Priscilla Sutton
In Memory of Sidney Opotowsky
Joan and Elliot Bain
Peggy L. Cohn
Beth and R. Bruce Fisher
Jean H. Frank
Molly and J.M. Fried, Jr.
Susan and Jimmy Gundlach
Second Harvest Food Bank  
Leona Z. Shlosman
Peter Title
Diane and Roger Tygier
In Memory of Samuel A. Steeg
Judy Simkin, Ross Simkin, Shirley R. Steeg,  
and Judge Susan Steeg
 
 
TEMPLE SINAI BROTHERHOOD
Howard S. Prince
In Memory of Sidney Opotowsky
Ellen and Stephen Manshel
 
 
TEMPLE SINAI FOUNDATION
In Memory of John Corenswet
Jane and Stanley Cohn
Saundra K. Levy
In Memory of Sam Corenswet
Fannette Blum
Jane and Stanley Cohn
Nancy Lee Davis
Judith A. Gainsburgh
Mary M. Gelpi
Lisette LaPrairie
Saundra K. Levy
Barbara C. Marcus
Gillian and Charles Marks
Richard R. Smith
Ronald Swartz, M.D. 
In Memory of Sidney Opotowsky
Mrs. Karen and Dr. Howard Reitman

Donations

Aidan Oestreicher
Josef Pailet
Judith Perlman
Ronald Pincus
Rebecca Roos
Joshua Rosenfeld
Alana Seelig
Alon Shaya
Lubov Shlyubsky
Jana Siles
Michael Silvers
Lindsey Soboul
Jeanne Soboul
Helen Sperling
Autumn Starling
Felice Stern
Katie Tilly
Carl Trascher
Joan Tuchman
Mark Wagner
Lynell Zelenka
Betty Zelman
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Yahrzeits

Alice Hanaw 
Maurice Handelman

Miriam Bailkin 
Evelyn Burkenroad 
Rachel Daughtrey

Janice Levy Heymann
Jacob Lehman 
Simon Levy, Jr.

Bettie Kron 
Carl Rabin

Milton Adler 
Bessie Barton 
Fannye Braun 

Clare Weinberg
Laura Katz 

Mary Louise Prince

Phyllis Scharff 
Abraham Steiner 

Ethel Eakin
Lillie Hart 
Louis Ochs
Jules Sobel

Robert Weinstein
Charles Buckman 

Jack Caron
Abe Davis

Carroll Goldberg
Henry Kallins 

Alvin Lichtentag 
Charles Oppenheim

Mollye Smolkin

DECEMBER 8-14

DECEMBER 1-7
Fanny Abraham
Simon Abraham

Lucille Aron
Emilie Gruenberg

Emile Kahn
Therese Kahn

Ferdinand Levy
Sylvia Marcuse 
Ray Maslansky 
Yvonne Strug

Hymen Cohen
Paula Lazarus 

Ted Bloch
Lois Canfield
Joseph Klein 

Max Solomon 

Yvonne Strug 
Fannie Weiland 

Miriam Kahn
Mary Latter
Philip Levy
Celia Meyer 
Ike Meyer

Rudolf Wolf
Pauline Abrahm

Olivia Kupperman
Hannah Kahn Lowentritt

Joan Von Kurnatowski
Bella Mendelsohn 

Dora Stern 
Sigmund Warshauer

Meyer Kaplan
Arthur Katten 
Harriet Levy 

S. Walter Stern
Aubrey Fisher 

Helen Levy 
Charles Love 

Samuel Gainsburgh 
Shirley Jeskin 

Carol Rubenstein
Viola Beer 

Regina Fry 
S. Herbert Hirsch

Dorothy G. Schlesinger
Delia Stern 
Moses Teks 

Augusta Ferber 
Sara Gamsu 

Myer Lemann
Philip Taxman 
Sadie Wright 

DECEMBER 15-21

Harry Davis
Aaron Levy

Samuel Steeg
Rachel Baginsky 
Sarah Freyhan
Eva Feibelman 
Samuel Gamsu

Estelle Goldberg
Theone Klein

Jane Lucas 
Jane Warshauer 
Henrietta Levin 
Fanny Raphael 

Melba Steeg
JoAnn Greenberg

Max Neumaier
Amelia Weiss 

Isidore Alaynick
Mervin Block 

Charles Frank,Jr.
Frances Goldring 

Hannah Hausmann 
Ronald Katz 
Perry Mexic
Irving Rosen

Rebecca Aronson
Stanley Cohen

Sophie Kerstein 
Morris Levy 

Beth Rosenthal

DECEMBER 22-28



19

S M T W T F S

December 2019

6:15 PM Shabbat 
Evening Service

  

9:00 AM Torah 
Study

10:15 AM Shabbat 
Morning Services

9:00 AM Torah 
Study

10:15 AM Shabbat 
Morning Service  

9:00 AM Torah 
Study 

10:15 AM Shabbat 
Morning Service
  

6:15 PM Shabbat of 
Chanukah Evening 
Service and 
Menorah Lighting

6:15 PM  
Pre-Chanukah 
Shabbat Evening 
Service and a 
special Oneg 
Shabbat

                 1                    2                     3                    4                    5                   6                   7
9:00 AM Torah 
Study

10:15 AM Shabbat 
Morning Service

6:15 PM Shabbat 
Evening Service 
with the Band

7 PM Refuge 
Recovery & 
Women’s AA
 
8 PM AA (All 
Genders)

*Chavurah@Sinai

  

4 PM Hebrew School 
 
7 PM Refuge 
Recovery & 
Women’s AA

8 PM AA (All 
Genders)

9:00 AM C@S* 
 
10:00 AM 
Sisterhood Meeting 
 

9:00 AM C@S*

9:30 AM 
Brotherhood 
Meeting 
 
10:00 AM 
Sisterhood Meeting

9:00 AM C@S*

7:15 PM General 
Board Meeting

                  8                    9                  10                   11                  12                   13                  14

                 15                  16                   17                  18                   19                 20                  21

4 PM Hebrew School 
 
7 PM Refuge 
Recovery & 
Women’s AA

8 PM AA (All 
Genders)

                 22                  23                  24                  25                 26                  27                   28
Chanukah

Office Closed Office Closed

                29                  30                  31
New Year’s Eve

6:30 PM 
Brotherhood 
Meeting 
 

Last Day  
of Chanukah
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New Orleans, Louisiana

Tracey Dodd, Temple Sinai President 
traceyddodd@gmail.com

Daniel M. Sherman, Rabbi 
rabbisherman@templesinaino.org

Joel M. Colman, M.S.M., Cantor 
joel@colman.us

Edward Paul Cohn D.D., D.Min, Rabbi Emeritus 
rabbiepc@aol.com

Liz Yager, Executive Director 
lyager@templesinaino.org

Avital Kadosh, Director of Education 
avital@templesinaino.org

Rachel Chamness, Administrative Specialist 
rchamness@templesinaino.org

Shea McCoy, Communications Coordinator 
smccoy@templesinaino.org

Herbert Barton, Executive Director Emeritus

Keith Kornman, Brotherhood President 
kkornman@degan.com

Verdie Richburg, Sisterhood Co-President
sisterhood@templesinaino.org

Sharon Kirkpatrick, Sisterhood Co-President
sisterhood@templesinaino.org

6227 St. Charles Avenue
New Orleans, LA 70118

Phone: (504) 861-3693
Fax: (504) 861-3102
Web: templesinainola.com
Email: sinai@usa.net

@TempleSinaiNOLA
Like us and share!

Please let us know if your address, 
email, or phone number has changed, 
or if you are not receving Temple emails. 

Contact the office at (504) 861-3693 or
sinai@usa.net.

Catch-A-Cab Transportation Program

Catch-A-Cab is a discount transportation program 
for independent Jewish seniors (65 or older) and 
those with disabilities who cannot drive in the 
Greater New Orleans area. 

Participants purchase a $20 book of taxi coupons 
for $5. Each participant may purchase a maximum of 
seven books per quarter, or $140 in taxi coupons, for 
$35. The coupons are non-transferable and are only 
valid for the Catch-A-Cab subscriber.

There is no charge for additional passengers 
traveling with Catch-A-Cab subscribers.

Participating cab companies include Metry Cab 
Company, Incognito Transportation Services, 
White Fleet Cab Company, and Yellow Checker Cab 
Company.

Catch-A-Cab is brought to you by Jewish Family 
Services, the Jewish Endowment Foundation of 
Louisiana, and private donors. 

 For more information, call JFS at (504) 831-8475.


