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How the Celebrations of  
Our Sacred Partnership  
Can Define Our Future 
By Rabbi Rachel Sabath Beit-Halachmi, Ph.D. 

Our Festival was an amazing and memorable 
experience for our Har Sinai-Oheb Shalom 
Congregation. Celebrating our sacred partnership 
over five weeks achieved so many important goals. 
Among the goals were 1) the opportunity to work 
together as one congregation on an exciting shared 
experience; 2) to celebrate the sacred occasions 
of the installation of our inaugural clergy; and 
of course 3) to recruit resources — human and 
financial — not only for the Festival, but also for 
our new Distinguished Speakers Series and for 
other core needs of HSOSC. 

From the Rabbinic Installation on May 13th to the 
Cantorial Concerts, to the Pet Havdalah, to the 
Distinguished Voices Speakers series events with 
Ambassador Rabbi David Saperstein and Natan 
Sharansky, to the Installation of our Inaugural 
Cantor, Alexandra S. Fox, we were each lifted up. 

The Festival was not only about who we’ve become 
as a congregation, it’s also about who we want to 
be in the future. In a very intentional way, each 
element of the Festival invited us to connect to the 
core pillars of our congregation which include: a 
commitment to spirituality, to learning, to social 
justice, and to Israel and World Jewry. 

So many wonderful people — leaders, volunteers 
and all of you, our members and professionals — 
dedicated your energy, your hearts, and your souls 
to ensure that our congregation is a thriving, joyful, 
inclusive, and values-driven Jewish community. We 
have so much to be proud of and so much to look 
forward to in the future. 

To paraphrase one of my favorite lines in our prayer 
book: 

How precious is all that we have inherited; 

How joyful we are for all that we have achieved;

How glorious our future will be!
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Lindsay Gaister Montague,  
Youth and Teen Engagement Specialist 
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cparsons@hsosc-baltimore.org
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marlene@hsosc-baltimore.org
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estelle@hsosc-baltimore.org
Paul Binko, Accompanist
SHLEIMUT DEPARTMENT
Robin Lumpkin, LCSWC, Social Worker 
robin@hsosc-baltimore.org
RABBI EMERITI 
Rabbi Floyd Herman, Rabbi Donald Berlin
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR EMERITUS  
Jesse B. Harris
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Executive Officers
President: David Buchalter, MD
Vice-President: Abby Hoffman
Vice-President: Barbara Schlaff
Vice-President: Sam Dansicker
Treasurer: Joan Roth
Secretary: Micah Damareck
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Katie Applefeld  
Sherri Bell 
Bonnie Block
Wendy Bralove
Janelle Diamond  
Mandee Heinl 
Victor Jackson 
Debbi Jacobs  
Mark Jensen  

Jessica Krasnick 
Jamie Kravitz 
Karen Oppenheimer
Jennifer Rosenberg
Jason Savage
Amy Shulkin
Jordan Small
Glenn Ulick

Supporting Programming at HSOSC
The Festival of Installation includes the Rabbinic and Cantorial Installations, 
visiting musicians and scholars, advocacy, and the kickoff of the Distinguished 
Voices Speaker Series — truly something for everyone! These programs 
require funding, and we are grateful to the more than 100 families who have 
supported the Festival of Installation and made this programming, and all 
future programming, possible. 

If you’d like to join the many families who have already donated, please 
contact David L. Carp at ►davidlcarp@gmail.com or 443-540-8200.

Save this Zoom info for easy reference to  
join us for Daily and Shabbat Services and  

Torah Study

To join a service via zoom, go to
https://zoom.us/join, enter the Meeting ID, and click JOIN

 
Friday Night: 6:15 p.m.

Meeting ID: 812 6068 7961
Passcode: 413733

 
Saturday Morning: 10:00 a.m.

Meeting ID: 817 0863 3215
Passcode: 587359

 
Mazer Morning Minyan

Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.

Meeting ID: 830 4853 4860
Passcode: 075690 

JO IN  US

Shabbat Morning Torah Study: 
8:30 a.m. 

Meeting ID: 865 5827 3345

Passcode: 364873

To join a service via zoom, go to
https://zoom.us/join, enter the Meeting ID, and click JOIN

 
Friday Night: 6:15 p.m.

Meeting ID: 812 6068 7961
Passcode: 413733

 
Saturday Morning: 10:00 a.m.

Meeting ID: 817 0863 3215
Passcode: 587359

 
Mazer Morning Minyan

Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.

Meeting ID: 830 4853 4860
Passcode: 075690 

JO IN  US

2

mailto:davidlcarp@gmail.com


Natan Sharansky Provides an  
Interesting Perspective

We were so excited to have Israeli 
politician and human rights activist, 
Natan Sharansky, join us as part of 
the Distinguished Voices speaker 
series on June 14.  Sharansky spoke 
about how his years as a political 
prisoner in the Soviet Union, many 
spent in harsh solitary confinement, 
prepared him for a public life after 
his release.  Sharansky’s passionate 
efforts to unite the Jewish people 
and uncompromising honesty as 
head of the Jewish agency make 
him an unforgettable activist and 
speaker.
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SEA Change Update:  
Why We're Learning Together to Make Change 
By Amy Shulkin

We know our Torah talks about Tikkun Olam, but it 
can be challenging to figure out how to implement 
this core Jewish value of healing the world when 
the world can feel so dark, and we sometimes feel 
overwhelmed. A cohort of ten HSOSC members 
and Rabbi Sabath has embarked on an exciting and 
transformative journey that provides a pathway for 
"walking the walk". Those who have chosen to step 
forward and embrace the challenge are currently 
studying the history and practice of social justice 
through community organizing. We are under 
the guidance of professional trainers from the 
organization JOIN for Justice, along with five other 
congregations in the Washington, DC area. We 
will soon complete our studies and begin engaging 

within our congregation as well as with potential 
partners in the Baltimore community to explore 
where we want to go on this journey.

As with any journey, it takes courage and faith and 
a willingness to sometimes step outside of our 
comfort zone. Yet the SEA Change (study-engage-
act) program may just take us to further shores than 
we thought possible. This is an opportunity for us 
to come together as a people and explore our power 
to effect change, a mission our people have explored 
and enacted throughout history. We hope you will 
join us and will continue to keep you informed as 
we move forward together.

Volunteer this Summer
Want to make a difference in the community? Or 
do you have a teen that needs volunteer hours? 
TOPAZ needs YOU for the following volunteer 
opportunities: 

Adopt-a-Highway: 
Clean our one-mile stretch of highway August 14 
from 9 to 10 a.m. Contact Ken Bell at krbell6mhc@
gmail.com

Bunches of Lunches at HSOSC: 
Make bagged meals to be donated to local shelters 
on July 5 (Tuesday due to July 4th holiday) and 
August 1. Drop off bagged lunches between 9:30 and 
10:30 a.m. and/or help with packaging and delivery.

Contact Terry Willner at twillner1@aol.com and/or 
sign up at https://jvcbaltimore.org/lunches.

Dinner at Ronald McDonald House: 
Serve dinner for residents at Ronald McDonald 
House on July 17, August 10 or September 18. 

Contact Ilene Pyser at ilenep@verizon.net.

Do you have general questions about our 
TOPAZ activities including social action, 
environmental and social justice projects?  

Contact:  
Sheryl Jacobs at sherylrjacobs@gmail.com or  
Mina Wender at minawender50@gmail.com. 
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What’s Happening In July

Events & Programs 
BROTHERHOOD AT THE BALLGAME 
Sunday, July 10, 1:00 p.m.   
►Click here to register

Worship
Please register online to join us in person or on Zoom!

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday evening, 6:15 p.m.
►Click here to register

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.
►Click here to register

MAZER MORNING MINYAN
Monday through Friday at 8:00 a.m.
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
ZOOM ONLY 
►Click here to register

Adult Education & Programming
SHABBAT MORNING TORAH STUDY
Saturdays at 8:30 a.m.
IN PERSON AND ON ZOOM
►Click here to register

SUNDAY SEMINAR
Sundays at 9:45 a.m. 
ZOOM ONLY 
►Click here to register 

Learning Ladder
MONDAY–FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
PART TIME OPTIONS available for the  
2022–2023 school year
Learning Ladder is a licensed childcare c licensed childcare cicensed childcare center and 
preschool for children ranging in ages from 10 weeks 
through five years. ►Click here for more information.

Tikkun Olam
Are you volunteering in the community with an 
organization that would be open to other volunteers 
from HSOSC?  Please email ►Sheryl Jacobs or ►Mina 
Wender; we want to be able to thank you and hear about 
your experience.

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY CLEAN UP 
August 14, October 16, 9:00 a.m. 
►Click here for more information and to volunteer!

BUNCHES OF LUNCHES
Tuesday, July 5 and Monday, August 1, 9:30 a.m.
►Click here to get more information and volunteer!

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
Thursday, July 14 
1:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. at HSOSC 
►Click here to reserve your time!

SERVE DINNER AT RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 
July 17, August 10, September 18, 5:00 p.m.
►Click here for more information and to volunteer.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Our Volunteer Recognition Shabbat will take place on 
September 16.  And we have a lot of volunteers that 
we’re so thankful for this year!

Complete information for each 
program is available on our website.

CLICK HERE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 
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Saying Farewell to Paul Binko
By Cantor Alexandra Fox

After 19 years of gracing our community with his 
beautiful piano and organ music, our amazing 
accompanist, Paul Binko, has made the decision to 
retire so that he can devote his Friday nights and 
Saturday mornings to his family and friends. 

Paul’s beautiful music and friendly disposition have 
made lasting impact in our community. His many 
years, first at Oheb Shalom beginning in July 2003  
and then as the very first accompanist of HSOSC, 
allowed him to develop lasting relationships with  
our members that he assures me will live on past  
his tenure as our accompanist. 

A few words about Paul from some fellow congregants:  

Like most congregants, I first knew Paul as the good-natured accompanist who flawlessly played with the 
choir. Then I had the opportunity to play with him as part of a Temple Oheb Shalom band and at choir 
Shabbat services.   I saw music being put together and Paul was the glue that held it together.  To do so 
meant he had to master an immense book of music.  Then I got to know Paul as a person.  Unflappable, 
to me effortlessly talented, and behind the quiet facade, hilarious and warm. He is a real treasure to know.   
          ~ Ed Wender    

When Har Sinai Congregation became part of HSOSC, we lost the talent and personality of our musical 
family member Wally. I was really sad but quickly fell in love with Paul’s skill and devotion to our temple 
family. He will be a hard act to follow!  
          ~ Nicki Schonfeld

Of course not enough can be said about the beauty and meaning that Paul’s music brings to services at 
HSOSC, but I wanted to make note of and recognize an entirely different side of Paul.  I would like to pay 
tribute to “Pauly B. on the keyboards”!  For well over 10 years, I’ve had the pleasure and privilege to be a 
part of the crazy ensemble that has gathered once a year to be a part of the Purim Shpiel.  For our part, 
talent was NOT the priority…just being willing to dress up, for many that meant in drag, and tell the 
story of King Achashverosh, Queen Esther, Mordechai, Haman and Vashti. But for Paul, it was being able 
to sight-read Motown, Classic Rock, Country, Broadway or Disney musical scores (just to name a few), 
transpose and edit the music so we could actually reach all the notes and then have the incredible patience 
to play the same music over and over and over again so our crew could learn our parts! And this was done 
on his own time, in between his commitments to us and his other music-related jobs. And on show night, 
nothing was better than watching him at the keyboard dressed in the jazziest pink polyester leisure suit 
and afro wig…truly a member of our crazy HSOSC cast.  
          ~ Terry Willner

Paul has graciously agreed to help us find the perfect person to take his place. We are in the midst of 
interviewing and auditioning accompanists, and we look forward to introducing a new member to our 
musical and worship team soon. 

Stay tuned for information about how we plan to celebrate and honor Paul in the months ahead! 

As we say a teary goodbye to Paul, this is the beginning of an exciting new adventure for our HSOSC 
community, and I can’t to see what lies ahead. 
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Registration for the 2022-2023 school year is open 
for students from Pre-K through 12th grade! 

We are not just a Religious School... 
We offer an intentional collection of Jewish 
experiences that focus on three essential components 
needed to build a well-rounded, well-informed, 
socially conscience, and enthusiastic Reform Jew. We 
provide our students with the ability to learn, love, 
and live Jewishly through educational, social, and 
family-based experiences. By nurturing their minds, 
hearts, and spirit, we ensure that their Jewish identity 
and confidence build them into our future Jewish 
leaders and role models.

Click here for more information about our program

Click here to register

Questions? Email Nina Pachino, Director of Youth 
Education ►nina@hsosc-baltimore.org

HSOSC IS GOING TO ISRAEL! We’ve started planning for 
an April 2023 Israel trip!  
The trip will take place from 
Sunday, April 16 through 
Wednesday, April 26, 2023 
and include visits to Tel Aviv, 
Jerusalem, and the northern 
part of the country.  

Information sessions will be 
coming soon!
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Add some SPICE to your life  
with August SPICE clases!  
Summer is a great time for learning! Check out 
these SPICE Courses for lifelong learning from 
a Jewish viewpoint. For more information or to 
register, contact Sherri Bell at sboxerbell@gmail.com

COME ON BABY, LIGHT MY FIRE 
Mondays, August 8, 15, 22 and 29 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Read a selection of stories about the sages from the 
Talmud and learn about the ways Rabbis thought and 
wrote about desire, sex, and love. 

JEWISH MUSIC (PART TWO) 
Wednesdays, August 10, 17, 24 and 31 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Explore Jewish folk traditions from a wide variety of 
cultures and countries.  

What is the Shabbat Box Program?
By Aviva Janus

The Shabbat Box Program is HSOSC’s outreach 
to our congregants who are homebound or 
have health-related issues which prevent them 
from coming to synagogue. Once a month, our 
dedicated team of packers meets to assemble boxes 
and fill them with a small bottle of grape juice, a 
challah roll, two tealights, a small box of matches, 
and a card from our clergy. Sometimes seasonal 
items are included, such as an Israel-themed 
pencil for Yom HaAtzmaut or hamantaschen for 
Purim. Our delivery team makes sure congregants 
receive the packages.  

TOPAZ, which stands for Tikkun Olam Projects 
from A to Z, oversees the project.  Roz Goldheim 
coordinates the volunteers. 

How long has this program been running? How 
many boxes are delivered each month? 

TOPAZ volunteers have been packing and 
delivering Shabbat Boxes to our recipients for 
over six months. The boxes are usually packed and 
delivered by the second Shabbat of the month, and 
we usually assemble and deliver around 40 boxes. 

Who pays for the boxes and how much does each 
one cost?   

The boxes cost around $10 each. We have been 
fortunate to have received several donations from 
recipients and other members who have chosen to 
support this important program. 

How can I add the name of a member to the list of 
recipients? 

Contact Aviva Janus at aviva@hsosc-baltimore.org

Why has this program been so successful? 

While our recipients certainly enjoy the items to 
celebrate Shabbat, they are most appreciative of a 
short visit from our delivery drivers.  Everyone in 
our HSOSC community benefits from feeling more 
connected, and both our drivers and recipients 
enjoy the visits and monthly check-ins. 

How can I get involved?  

If you are interested in getting involved with 
packing, delivering, or donating to help facilitate 
the continuation of this program, please contact 
Aviva Janus at aviva@hsosc-baltimore.org 

Brotherhood News
By Glenn Ulick

Brotherhood is ready to enjoy some baseball this 
summer! We’re inviting the whole congregation to 
join us on Sunday, July 10 to watch the Orioles take 
on the Angels (don’t tell Rabbi, but we’re going to 
ask her to do a ‘drash on the malachim’ during the 
7th inning stretch). 

Brotherhood is “brewing” (hint-hint) up plans for 
more in-person events this summer — stay tuned!  
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We celebrated our Confirmation 
Class in a Shavuot service on 
Sunday, June 5 featuring guest 
speaker Ambassador Rabbi David 
Saperstein. We're so proud of our 
confirmands and know they'll go on 
to do great things!

Mazel Tov to our 2022 
Confirmation Class!
Daisy Applefeld
Madeline Brandwin
Dylan Buchalter
Gregory Dain
Aleeza Greenstein
Josephine Koenig
Kaitlyn Rochlin
Gabriel Sachs
Joshua Solomon
Sabrina Thaler

Mazel Tov to the New Members  
of our Board! 
Wendy Bralove
Janelle Diamond
Victor Jackson
Jennifer Rosenberg
Amy Shulkin

 

Mazel Tov!
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Our Pet Havdalah Makes Us Say Bow Wow!
On June 11, we held a Pet Havdalah and Special Blessing with Cantor Fox 
and animal rights and rescue advocates, Lisa Radov and Adina Yoe.  Attend-
ees donated pet food to Baltimore Humane Society’s pet food bank and 
learned about improving the lives of animals.  Cantor Fox’s melodies com-
bined with the barks and chirps from the animals in attendance including 
Trudy and Pancake (Cantor’s and Rabbi’s dogs respectively).
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WHO WE ARE 

We are the combination of two historic Reform synagogues working 
together to create one joyful, warm, inclusive, and socially-conscious 
congregation. Because we are striving to live our Jewish values through 
the lens of a dynamic mod ern-world, we are constantly growing and 
evolving in pur suit of that goal.

WHAT WE VALUE
We are a Congregation that...

... fosters profound connections to one another. We work together 
in sacred partnership, building a community where all are included, 
respected, and valued. We celebrate with each other in our happiest 
moments and lift each other up in our most difficult ones. 

... advances our foundational value of repairing the world at home, in 
the Baltimore community, and far beyond our walls. We are committed 
to performing acts of loving kind ness, providing service to others, and 
advocating for justice and peace. 

... appreciates the rich diversity of the Jewish community and invites 
all who desire a connection to Jewish life to join us. Our doors and 
hearts are open to interfaith couples and families, as well as people of 
all backgrounds, ages, races, financial means, sexual orientations, and 
gender identities. We welcome children and adults with disabilities and 
their families. We strive to ensure that our programs and facili ties are 
accessible to all, and to accommodate special needs. 

... engages in vibrant, innovative, and transformational ex periences 
that stimulate a lifelong love of Judaism in all generations. Through 
learning, music, prayer, lifecycle events, and social gatherings, we are 
creating a spiritual home for all of us. 
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