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President’s Address on the State of Our Congregation:  
Annual Meeting, June 2022
By David P. Buchalter, MD. 

Now that we are in the final month of our fiscal 
year and about to begin a new one, it is with great 
pleasure and pride that I report on the state of our 
congregation. I am happy to report that Har Sinai–
Oheb Shalom Congregation is healthy and doing 
very well.  
But, you don’t need me to tell you that. You know 
this! You feel it! Your commitments over the past 
year and more recently during our amazing Festival 
of Installation have created a loud buzz and palpa-
ble excitement. Actions speak louder than words. If 
you reflect on all that we have done together and all 
we have accomplished, you know our community is 
vibrant and thriving.
That being said, let me tell you some details….

• We are fiscally responsible. We are ending the 
year anticipating using no more than $50,000 of 
our unrestricted endowment funds. This is far 
less than the $260,000 that was budgeted as the 
expected 5-6% use of these funds.

• We are growing. Our membership has stabilized 
after an expected decline during our transition.  
We dropped as low as 460 family units and are 
now back up to 480 family units.

• We created a new, modern, digital Memorial and 
Holocaust Remembrance Room

• We are rebuilding the Learning Ladder. Enroll-
ment is now into the 50’s.

• Over the past 2 months, we installed 2 new clergy 
and onboarded a new Executive Director. During 
that time, our Distinguished Voices Speakers 
Series was also borne. What a great opportunity 
to engage our membership and the broader Jewish 
community!

• We have established several thriving committees 
this year:

• TOPAZ — Tikkun Olam Projects from A to Z 
allows us to find a myriad of ways to repair our 
world.

• Haverim Committee — to engage friends both 
within and outside of our congregation

• Development Committee — to create a cul-
ture of philanthropy and to ensure our future 
financial health

• Buidlings and Grounds Committee — to man-
age and enhance our physical assets

• People Committee — to promote staff recruit-
ment, retention, and engagement

Together, we can and will accomplish even more 
in the coming year….
• We will formalize our name and celebrate with 

new beautiful signage, as we continue to show the 
world that we have arrived.

• We will engage in a strategic planning process 
that will allow us to live our mission and values.

• We will work to increase religious school enroll-
ment.  We will boldly engage our youth and young 
families to make HSOSC the place to be.

This is only snapshot of where we’ve been and 
where we are headed.  I am so thankful to Rabbi 
Sabath, Cantor Fox, our amazing professional staff, 
our devoted Board of Trustees, and all of You for 
making Har Sinai – Oheb Shalom Congregation 
such a rewarding and enriching family.  As we con-
tinue to grow and evolve, I am honored and excited 
to be on this journey with each of you.
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CLERGY
Rabbi Rachel Sabath Beit-Halachmi, Ph. D., 
Inaugural Senior Rabbi  
rabbisabath@hsosc-baltimore.org 
Cantor Alexandra S. Fox, Inaugural Cantor  
cantorfox@hsosc-baltimore.org
STAFF
Lee Sherman, Executive Director 
lsherman@hsosc-baltimore.org
Aviva Janus, Director of Congregational  
Learning and Programming  
aviva@hsosc-baltimore.org
Nina Pachino, Director of Youth Education  
and B’nai Mitzvah Concierge  
nina@hsosc-baltimore.org
Meredith Zuckerman, Director of Learning Ladder 
meredith@hsosc-baltimore.org
Harvey Betts, Facilities Director 
harvey@hsosc-baltimore.org
Sara Flechner, Asst. Director of Learning Ladder 
sara@hsosc-baltimore.org
Pamela Steinik, Marketing and Communications Director 
pamela@hsosc-baltimore.org
Lindsay Gaister Montague,  
Youth and Teen Engagement Specialist 
lindsay@hsosc-baltimore.org
Stacy Smith, Director of Events and Hybrid Technology, 
ssmith@hsosc-baltimore.org
Christina Parsons, Executive Assistant 
cparsons@hsosc-baltimore.org
Marlene Pachino, Administrative Assistant 
marlene@hsosc-baltimore.org
Estelle Standiford, Office Receptionist 
estelle@hsosc-baltimore.org

SHLEIMUT DEPARTMENT
Robin Lumpkin, LCSWC, Social Worker 
robin@hsosc-baltimore.org
RABBI EMERITI 
Rabbi Floyd Herman, Rabbi Donald Berlin
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR EMERITUS  
Jesse B. Harris
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Executive Officers
President: David Buchalter, MD
Vice-President: Abby Hoffman
Vice-President: Barbara Schlaff
Vice-President: Sam Dansicker
Treasurer: Joan Roth
Secretary: Micah Damareck

Trustees
Katie Applefeld  
Sherri Bell 
Bonnie Block
Wendy Bralove
Janelle Diamond  
Mandee Heinl 
Victor Jackson 
Debbi Jacobs  
Mark Jensen  

Jessica Krasnick 
Jamie Kravitz 
Karen Oppenheimer
Jennifer Rosenberg
Jason Savage
Amy Shulkin
Jordan Small
Glenn Ulick

Supporting Programming at HSOSC
The Festival of Installation included the Rabbinic and Cantorial Installations, 
visiting musicians and scholars, advocacy, and the kickoff of the Distinguished 
Voices Speaker Series — truly something for everyone! These programs 
required funding, and we are grateful to the more than 100 families who 
supported the Festival of Installation and made this programming, and all 
future programming, possible. 

If you’d like to join the many families who have already donated, please 
contact David L. Carp at ►davidlcarp@gmail.com or 443-540-8200.

Save this Zoom info for easy reference to  
join us for Daily and Shabbat Services and  

Torah Study

JOIN US 
To join a service via ZOOM, go to

https://zoom.us/join, enter the Meeting ID, and click JOIN

Shabbat Evening Service 
Fridays at 6:15 pm 

Meeting ID: 812 6068 7961
Passcode: 413733

Shabbat Morning Torah Study 
8:30 a.m. 

Meeting ID: 865 5827 3345
Passcode: 364873

Shabbat Morning Service  
Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. 

Meeting ID: 817 0863 3215
Passcode: 587359

Mazer Morning Minyan 
Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. 
Meeting ID: 830 4853 4860

Passcode: 075690
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Rabbi’s Reflections: What Makes Us Sacred Partners?
Part I: The Presence of the Divine in Each Other
By Rabbi Rachel Sabath Beit-Halachmi, Ph.D.

A good relationship is built on mutual respect 
which allows for mutual trust. Shared experiences 
often help to nurture respect and trust. Whether 
the relationship is with a spouse or significant 
other, with our parents or our children, or with our 
friends or colleagues, we can likely point to how 
shared experiences—both joyful and sorrowful—
help deepen our connections to each other.  

Mutual trust and respect for each other are also the 
foundation of what makes Har Sinai-Oheb Shalom 
Congregation possible. But what makes us a sacred 
community? Saying what we value means very 
little unless we also act on these values together 
with a sense of shared purpose and an ongoing 
commitment to our shared Jewish values. But we 
don’t just say we’re committed, we generously 
engage in programs that help feed the needy—for 
example—and even help to repair what is broken in 
our world—tikkun olam.  

Even more important, however, than the quality of 
our worship, our education, our programming, our 
membership numbers, our financial health, or even 
the quality of our professional and lay leadership, 
is the quality of the relationships between us and 
among us. 

The first story of the creation of the human being in 
Genesis 1 emphasizes that we are not only all God’s 
creations, but that we each have an aspect of God 
within us. In all of our uniqueness, we also share 
something identical and profound. Each one of us 
is created B'tzelem Elohim—a human being with a 
trace of God within us. In this way, every human 
being is also an embodiment of God. Once we know 
this about each other, we might even be able to 
sense in each other that divine spark—that tzelem 
Elohim—that is in every human being.

If we can sense it, then we should be more able to 
treat each other as equally deserving of respect and 
build relationships that acknowledge that spiritual 

truth about each other. The absolute equality and 
sacred nature of every member of our community 
is what enables us to be a sacred community—a 
congregation between human beings that work 
together in Sacred Partnership. 

The term Sacred Partnership isn’t just a great name 
for our Festival of Installation (when we clergy 
officially became your partners in creating sacred 
community), but the term must also describe the 
way we approach everything we do. Rather than 
being in transactional relationships, we must strive 
to work together in partnership toward something 
greater and more holy than what we can achieve as 
individuals. Sacred Partnership should also describe 
the kind of relationships we each seek to nurture 
between and among all our members, and what our 
staff, our leadership, and our clergy strive to model 
every day. Yes, some days it’s easier than others, but 
every day it must be who and what we strive to be. 

Whether or not we can truly be a congregation 
based on sacred partnerships and thus a 
congregation that can truly make a difference in 
our world—while at the same time ensuring that 
we will be the kind of community our children and 
grandchildren will want to be part of tomorrow— 
ultimately depends on our openness to seeing and 
hearing that divine spark in each other. If we can 
see and hear each other’s divine sparks, then we 
will also be better able to act in ways that affirm the 
presence of God in each other and truly be Sacred 
Partners.

       

Coming in September: 
Part II: Sacred Partnerships: Our Shared Commitment 
to Being a Force for Good  
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What’s Happening In August
Complete information for each 
program is available on our website.

CLICK HERE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

Worship
Please register online to join us in person or on Zoom!

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday evening, 6:15 p.m. 
In-person and on ZOOM
►Click here to register

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.
In-person and on ZOOM
►Click here to register

MAZER MORNING MINYAN
Monday through Friday at 8:00 a.m.
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
ZOOM ONLY 
►Click here to register

Adult Education & Programming
SUNDAY SEMINAR
Sundays at 9:45 a.m. 
ZOOM ONLY 
►Click here to register

Learning Ladder
MONDAY–FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
PART TIME OPTIONS available for the  
2022–2023 school year
Learning Ladder is a licensed childcare c licensed childcare cicensed childcare center and 
preschool for children ranging in ages from 10 weeks 
through five years. ►Click here for more information.

TOPAZ Volunteer this Summer
Want to make a difference in the community? Or do 
you have a teen that needs volunteer hours? TOPAZ 
needs YOU for the following volunteer opportunities: 

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY: 
August 14, 9–10 a.m.
Clean our one-mile stretch of highway.  
Contact Ken Bell at krbell6mhc@gmail.com

DINNER AT RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE: 
August 10 or September 18 
Serve dinner for residents at Ronald McDonald House. 
Contact Ilene Pyser at ilenep@verizon.net.

Do you have general questions about our TOPAZ 
activities including social action, environmental 
and social justice projects? Contact Sheryl Jacobs 
at sherylrjacobs@gmail.com or Mina Wender at 
minawender50@gmail.com.

WINDSOR HILLS SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
August 1 – August 31

Har Sinai– Oheb Shalom’s TOPAZ Committee is hosting a 
School Supply Drive throughout the month of August to 
benefit Windsor Hills Elementary/Middle School, located 
in West Baltimore. Thank you in advance for helping 
make a difference in the lives of so many students! Please 
contact Lindsay Gaister Montague with any questions: 
lindsay@hsosc-baltimore.org

There are 2 ways to get involved: 
1.  Items can be purchased through our Amazon 

Wishlist: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/2RLZTFX1FWY7N?ref_=wl_share

Items will be shipped to Windsor Hills Elementary School, so 
*they* will see who is sending items and receive your gift message.

2.  ►You can also make a donation through ShulCloud, 
or mail a check made out to Har Sinai Oheb Shalom 
Congregation, 7310 Park Heights Avenue, Baltimore, 
MD 21208 (please mark to the attention of Lindsay 
Gaister Montague) and we will purchase school supply 
items on your behalf that will be sent to Windsor Hills.

Add some SPICE to your life!
You’ll always remember learning in September! Check out 
these SPICE Courses for lifelong learning from a Jewish 
viewpoint. For more information or to register, contact 
Sherri Bell at sboxerbell@gmail.com

BROADWAY JAZZ (PART ONE): FLAPPERS, SEX, & SIN
Wednesdays, Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28, 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Enter the hip musical age of speakeasies and prohibition 
when Broadway exploded with entertainment. Meet Al 
Jolson, the Marx Brothers, and Fred Astaire, and see how 
dances like the Charleston and Black Bottom began.

THE MIDTERM ELECTIONS
Thursdays, Sept. 8, 15, 22, 29, 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Will Democrats or Republicans control Congress after 
November? What issues dominate? How will this affect 
Biden’s presidency? And will it affect Trump’s chances in 
2024? Join this class to keep informed about fast-moving 
political developments.

Mark your September calendar
September 9 – Community-Wide Welcome Back Shabbat
September 11 – First Day of Religious School
September 11 – Weekend Backpacks – Brotherhood 
Packing & Ravens Watch Party
September 13 – Distinguished Voices Speaker Series with 
Rabbi Sally Priesand
September 16 – Volunteer Recognition Shabbat
September 18 – Bagels & Books – The Personal Librarian
September 20 – The Challah Prince 
September 23 – New Member Shabbat Service
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HSOSC is Going Solar!
By Lee Sherman, Executive Director

At HSOSC, we adhere to the foundational value of repairing 
the world at home, in the Baltimore community, and far 
beyond our walls.  A key component of this value is our 
commitment to sustainability and environmental stewardship.  
We believe that as individuals and as an institution, we are 
responsible for doing all that we can do to ensure a sustainable 
future for our children and their children and beyond.

In furtherance of our role as a global citizen, we are excited to 
announce we are pursuing a solar power installation on our 
campus. Over the next few months we will share more news 
about this exciting and important project. We believe that Har Sinai–Oheb Shalom Congregation will 
provide pioneering leadership in renewable energy, thereby creating an example for our members and the 
broader Jewish community.  We look forward to all of you joining us in this endeavor.

Our Community Wants to Hear You!
By Cantor Alexandra S. Fox

With the month of August upon us, our team is shifting into full-force High Holy Day mode! This year, we 
are so excited to incorporate the various cohorts of our community into our services and programming, 
something we are all craving as it was deeply missed last year due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

Among the various opportunities are ways for you to share your voices with our community. We are looking 
for volunteers to take part:

• Chanting Torah or Haftarah on Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur (ages 13+) 

• Reading an English excerpt of Haftarah on Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur

• Singing with one of our new HSOSC choirs on Rosh Hashanah (ages 4+)

• Playing in our HSOSC Band on Simchat Torah

If you are interested in participating, please let us know by Friday, August 12th by emailing Cantor Fox at 
cantorfox@hsosc-baltimore.org. For participation in the Torah & Haftarah service, please copy Abby Hoffman, 
4abbyhoffman@gmail.com. 

The various textures of our High Holy Days are made that much holier when we gather and join our voices 
and spirits together, and we can’t wait to see what is in store for all of us this year. We are so excited to share 
in this Holy Day season with all of you! 
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Registration for the 2022-2023 school year is open 
for students from Pre-K through 12th grade! 

We are not just a Religious School... 
We offer an intentional collection of Jewish 
experiences that focus on three essential components 
needed to build a well-rounded, well-informed, 
socially conscience, and enthusiastic Reform Jew. We 
provide our students with the ability to learn, love, 
and live Jewishly through educational, social, and 
family-based experiences. By nurturing their minds, 
hearts, and spirit, we ensure that their Jewish identity 
and confidence build them into our future Jewish 
leaders and role models.

HSOSC IS GOING TO ISRAEL!
We’ve started planning for 
an April 2023 Israel trip!  
The trip will take place from 
Sunday, April 16 through 
Wednesday, April 27, 2023 
and include visits to Tel Aviv, 
Jerusalem, and the northern 
part of the country.  

Interested?  
Contact Aviva Janus at 
aviva@hsosc-baltimore.org.

April 16–April 27, 2023

Join Rabbis Rachel and Ofer Sabath Beit-Halachmi. Our itinerary will include insiders’ 
perspectives on Yom HaShoah, Yom HaZikaron, and Yom HaAtzmaut — Israel at 75!

• 3 Nights in Tel Aviv

• 3 Nights n Jerusalem 

• 3 Nights in Northern Israel

►�Click here for more information 

►Click here to register

Questions? Email Nina Pachino, Director of Youth 
Education ►nina@hsosc-baltimore.org
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WHO WE ARE 

We are the combination of two historic Reform synagogues working 
together to create one joyful, warm, inclusive, and socially-conscious 
congregation. Because we are striving to live our Jewish values through 
the lens of a dynamic mod ern-world, we are constantly growing and 
evolving in pur suit of that goal.

WHAT WE VALUE
We are a Congregation that...

... fosters profound connections to one another. We work together 
in sacred partnership, building a community where all are included, 
respected, and valued. We celebrate with each other in our happiest 
moments and lift each other up in our most difficult ones. 

... advances our foundational value of repairing the world at home, in 
the Baltimore community, and far beyond our walls. We are committed 
to performing acts of loving kind ness, providing service to others, and 
advocating for justice and peace. 

... appreciates the rich diversity of the Jewish community and invites 
all who desire a connection to Jewish life to join us. Our doors and 
hearts are open to interfaith couples and families, as well as people of 
all backgrounds, ages, races, financial means, sexual orientations, and 
gender identities. We welcome children and adults with disabilities and 
their families. We strive to ensure that our programs and facili ties are 
accessible to all, and to accommodate special needs. 

... engages in vibrant, innovative, and transformational ex periences 
that stimulate a lifelong love of Judaism in all generations. Through 
learning, music, prayer, lifecycle events, and social gatherings, we are 
creating a spiritual home for all of us. 
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