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WE DID IT OUT OF LOVE
By Mina Wender, HSOSC Co-president

People often ask me why I be-
came Co-President when Vicki 
Spira stepped away from the office 
(certainly not away from being a 

leader). Yes, it is a job that can take its toll. Just ask 
Ken Bell or any other Past-President, they will attest 
to that. However, I wager that we would all give the 
same answer: We did it out of love for our congre-
gation. We did it to support the clergy and staff who 
give so much of themselves to help this community 
develop and grow.

Har Sinai - Oheb Shalom Congregation is on the 
springboard of greatness. We have an amazing inau-
gural clergy team coming to us on July 1st! Already, 
Rabbi Sabath and Cantor Fox are working together, 
and with others, to plan extraordinary High Holy 
Days and a year of programming that will engage 
us and push us toward fulfilling our mission of 
community: intellectually, spiritually, and socially. 
Frankly, I cannot wait to be part of this plan.

Being Co-President has given me the chance to 
see just how hard people work for our community. 
Perhaps we take things for granted but, everyone 
from Rabbi Weiner to Amy Mallor to Nina Pachino 
to Aviva Janus, to Lindsay Gaitner-Montague to 
Harvey Betts to Stacy Smith to Aileen Friedman to 
Shontell Manokey-Lloyd to Rachel Moses to Beth 
Oshrine to Marlene Pachino to Estelle Stantiford to 

Christina Parsons [and everyone behind the scenes 
maintaining the building] put their hearts and souls 
in this place that we call home. I thank them for 
everything that they do!

Of course, I could not have done this without my 
partner in crime, Ken Bell. One of the most reward-
ing parts of the job has been getting to know this 
amazing person! I have a friend for life (actually, 
two friends because Ken and Sherri go together).

Finally, I would like to thank Ed and the rest of 
my family for putting up with my schedule and 
allowing me to vent. Ed even stepped in to lead the 
search committee that found Cantor Fox for us. 

Thank you all for your patience and support. I 
look forward to giving that same support to David 
Buchalter and the new Executive Committee and 
Board of Trustees. 

One last note, I was privileged to be present on 
Tuesday when Bill Bronstein received the Educator 
of the Year Award from the Macks Center for Jewish 
Education. I cannot think of anyone more deserv-
ing than Bill. Mazel tov!

Mina Wender, Co-President 
mwender@mcdonogh.org
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Friday, July 2
KABBALAT SHABBAT SPECTACULAR
5:30 p.m. In the Tent!
Congregants of all ages are invited to a delicious “Pre-neg” and Kabbalat 
Shabbat to meet the new clergy and reconnect with each other. (Registration 
required)

SHABBAT SERVICES
6:30 p.m.
Fully vaccinated congregants are invited inside for our inaugural Shabbat 
Service and Oneg! (Registration required)

Friday July 9
SHABBAT SERVICES 
6:15 p.m. 
Fully vaccinated congregants are invited inside for Shabbat Services and 
Oneg! (Registration required)

Friday, July 16
SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 p.m. 
Fully vaccinated congregants are invited inside for Shabbat Services and 
Oneg! (Registration required)

Friday, July 23
SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 p.m. 
Fully vaccinated congregants are invited inside for Shabbat Services and 
Oneg! (Registration required)

Friday, July 30
SHABBAT SERVICES
6:15 p.m. 
Fully vaccinated congregants are invited inside for Shabbat Services and 
Oneg! (Registration required)

Join us at HSOSC to welcome our new clergy team,  
Rabbi Rachel Sabath Beith-Halachmi Ph. D. and Cantor Alexandra S. Fox!



Time to Say “L’hitra-ot…”
By Rabbi Jennifer Weiner, Interim Senior Rabbi

In Hebrew, there are two words that mean good-
bye. The first one, shalom, also means peace and 
hello. It gives the message of finality when bidding 
one’s leave. The other word, l’hitra-ot, means that 
one will see that person later with no specification 
given to the time period.
With this column, I wish to say, “L’hitra-ot…” with 
an intentional ellipsis at the end. There is no reason 
to say a final farewell since friendships made during 
this past year will continue. Yet, you will not being 
seeing me as much as you have this past year as the 
Interim Senior Rabbi because I am going to tzimt-
zum (withdraw to make space) for our incoming In-
augural Senior Rabbi Rachel Sabath Beit-Halachmi 
and our Inaugural Cantor Alexandra Fox. In speak-
ing with Rabbi Sabath, I have informed her that I 
am here for her to be a guide and a reference so that 
institutional memory will continue.
It has been an honor to serve Har Sinai – Oheb 
Shalom Congregation as its Interim Senior Rab-
bi. I appreciate all the support that was offered 
and given during this past year. The opportunity 
to partner with the staff and members of HSOSC 
was truly a gift. One that has changed and shaped 
my future years in the rabbinate. In the past, I had 
often served congregations as an unintentional 
interim rabbi helping congregations through unex-
pected challenges and changes. Becoming an inten-
tional interim rabbi was not a choice that I thought 
I would make until later in my career.  Though, 
through the magic of ZOOM and the proximity of 
HSOSC to my family, it became possible.
In reviewing this past year with staff and members, 
we have accomplished a lot. Some quick stats in 
reviewing this year:

• Weekly ZOOM services for Friday nights and 
Saturday mornings plus Torah Study every Sat-
urday morning

• Online High Holy Day Services, including spe-
cial Afternoon Offerings as envisioned by Abby 
Hoffman, Torah readings by congregants, and a 
multitude of members involved 

• 13 guest artists joined us for Friday night 
Shabbat Services

• 7 guest artists joined us for Havdallah services 
and programs

• 9 special lectures/programs occurred 
• 4 special concerts: Nefesh Mountain on Christ-

mas Day sponsored by our Brotherhood, Amit 
Peled sponsored by The Women’s Club, Pic-on-
a-Stick concert with Paul and Wally, and Nelly’s 
Echo for Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Day

• A series of Adult Education sessions concerning 
the Jewish holidays

• SPICE classes
• Pirke Avot classes taught by Aviva 
• Adult Hebrew taught by Aviva
• Better Together program for seniors and 

Confirmation students to interact together
• 17 B’nai Mitzvah services with 20 students 

involved
• Posner JEM online religious school
• Monthly Posner JEM Friday night grade services 

with Nina and Racheal
• Monthly packing for Weekend Backpacks for 

Kids
• More than 50 teen and youth programs with 

Lindsay
• Weekly Bible Study sessions on Tuesdays
• Social Action and Social Justice programs 

throughout the year
• Drive-by’s for each of the Jewish holidays
• And more!

Thank you for allowing me to be a part of the 
journey of HSOSC this year! We have had highs 
and lows with many more highs. We have become 
HSOSC this past year. Taking my soon-to-be spot 
in the history of HSOSC will always be a highlight 
of my rabbinate.

So, as I take leave, I will not say, “Shalom” but will 
say, “L’hitraot…” 

Until we meet again…

L’Shalom 
Rabbi Jennifer Weiner
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What’s Happening In  
JUNE

Complete information for each 
program is available on our website.

CLICK HERE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

Worship
FRIDAY EVENINGS
6:15 p.m.
Zoom ID: 890 4181 9852
Passcode: shabbat

SATURDAY MORNINGS
Torah Study, 8:45 a.m.
Zoom ID: 829 7806 5295
Passcode: 367046

SATURDAY SHABBAT SERVICES 
10:15 a.m.
Zoom ID: 829 7806 5295
Passcode: 367046

MAZER MORNING MINYAN
8:00 a.m., Monday–Friday
9:00 a.m., Sunday
Zoom ID: 702 627 5137

Special Shabbats
MUSICAL SHABBAT WITH  
PERI SMILOW
Friday, June 4, 6:15 p.m.
Peri Smilow is a nationally 
recognized singer, composer, and 
educator. Peri's music and message 
of Tikkun Olam have been heard 
throughout the U.S., Canada, 
England, Singapore, and Israel.

MUSICAL SHABBAT WITH  
ROBYN HELZNER
Friday, June 18, 6:15 p.m.
Robyn Helzner is luminous on 
stage. A stunning vocalist and vivid 
storyteller, Helzner brings a life-long 
appreciation of the power of folk 
music to resonate across cultural 
boundaries.

JOE BUCHANAN  
MUSICAL WEEKEND
Friday June 25 – Sunday, June 27
Join us for a memorable Shabbat 
with Joe as we listen to his original 
music and the stories behind the 
songs.

B’nai Mitzvah
B’NAI MITZVAH OF  
LACEY & ARI KRAVITZ
Saturday June 5, 11:00 a.m. 

BAT MITZVAH OF  
CLAIRE ROSTOLSKY
Saturday, June 12, 5:00 p.m.

BAR MITZVAH OF AARON SACHS
Saturday, June 19, 2:00 p.m.

Adult
THE GORDON CENTER PRESENTS: 
THE QUEER JEWISH ARTS 
FESTIVAL
June 1, 3, 7, 8, 10 & 13
HSOSC is a proud partner of this 
festival that highlights local and 
national queer Jewish artists who 
are making art with Jewish content.  

HSOSC BROTHERHOOD 
PRESENTS: ROCK AND ROLL JEWS 
WITH “RADIO DAVE” MILBERG
Sunday, June 6, 10:00 a.m. – Noon
Join “Radio Dave” Milberg, as we 
learn about Rock & Roll Jews. Rock & 
Roll has Jews at its roots, trunk, and 
branches.

SPICE: DOCUDRAMAS UNITE!
Class Sessions: Monday, June 2, 9, 
16, & 23, 10:30 a.m. – Noon
Register By Tuesday, June 1
Led by film critic, filmmaker, and 
educator Christopher Reed, we will 
examine two pair of movies, each 
telling the same story and see where 
they unite and diverge.

SPICE: 20TH CENTURY BALTIMORE
Class Sessions: Thursday, June 3, 
10, 17, & 24, 10:30 a.m. – Noon
Register By Wednesday, June 2
Each week we will focus on a 
different time during the 1900s 
in Baltimore with Facilitator Jack 
Burkert.

RABBI STUART FEDEROW: 
JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY; A 
CONTRAST
Wednesday, June 9, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.
Develop a better understanding 
of the irreconcilable differences 
between Judaism and Christianity, 
including where the two faiths hold 
mutually exclusive beliefs.

HSOSC BROTHERHOOD 
PRESENTS: RITCH SHYDNER — 
AMERICA'S REFLECTION IN THE 
FUNHOUSE MIRROR: A HISTORY 
OF STAND-UP COMEDY
Saturday, June 19, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
As seen on: Late Night with David 
Letterman, The Tonight Show with 
both Johnny Carson and Jay Leno, 
Married with Children, and many 
more!

BAGELS & BOOKS — GIVER OF 
STARS, BY JOJO MAYES
Sunday, June 27 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Based on a true story rooted in 
America’s past, The Giver of Stars is 
unparalleled in its scope and epic in 
its storytelling. 

Learning Ladder
Monday–Friday
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
We are offering priority enrollment 
for current Learning Ladder families 
and members of HSOSC. If you are 
looking for childcare for the 2021–22 
school year, please respond as soon 
as possible, as spaces are limited.  

We are a licensed childcare center 
and preschool for children ranging 
in ages from 10 weeks through five 
years old.

Contact Aileen Friedman, (410) 358-
9192, aileen@hsosc-baltimore.org.
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Family, Youth & 
Teen
HIGH ROPES COURSE —  
SANDY SPRING ADVENTURE PARK 
FOR TEENS!
Sunday, June 6, 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Join HSOSC teens (Grades 8–12) for 
an amazing afternoon of high ropes 
course climbing at Sandy Spring 
Adventure Park. You must provide 
your own transportation.

Tikkun Olam
SOCIAL ACTION/ 
HEALTHY HOUSEHOLDS
Monday, June 7, 7:00 p.m.
Are you interested in learning 
how HSOSC is becoming involved 

in projects that will help Support 
Healthy Households for all?  Along 
with informing our members of the 
need for such services, this pillar of 
Tikkun Olam will be involved in the 
initiation and development of such 
projects as Weekend Backpacks, 
Food and Clothing Drives, and other 
service-oriented projects.

WEEKEND BACKPACKS
Sunday, June 13, 10:00 a.m.
Space is limited to 10 people 
packing. Please RSVP to Stu 
Dettelbach, stu@sdkitchens.com, to 
reserve your spot.

Complete information for each 
program is available on our website.

CLICK HERE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

HSOSC Annual Meeting
Thursday, June 10, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Get excited for July!
Mark your calendar for a few of 
our special programs coming your 
way.

SPICE: THE JEWISH HISTORY OF NYC
Monday, July 5, 12, 19 & 26 
10:30 a.m. – Noon, In the Chapel
Arguably the greatest ‘Jewish city’ 
in history, this four-part series will 
explore these aspects of the New 
York Jewish experience.

SPICE: EGYPT’S GOLDEN AGE:  
THE NEW KINGDOM 
Thursdays, July 8, 15, 22, 29 
10:30 a.m. – Noon, In the Chapel
Learn about the historical 
significance of ancient Egypt’s 
new kingdom. Explore the cultural, 
artistic, architectural, religious, and 
literary accomplishments, the lives 
and personalities of historical figures 
and pharaohs, and the archeological 
discoveries from this time.

SISTERHOOD BIRTHDAY 
LUNCHEON
Wednesday, July 14

TU B’AV HAVDALAH &  
ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Saturday, July 24

MOVIE NIGHT AT HSOSC: DOUGH!
Wednesday, July 28, 7:00 p.m.
An old Jewish baker struggles to 
keep his business afloat until his 
young Muslim apprentice drops 
cannabis in the dough and sends 
sales sky high.

The annual meeting this year will be done as a hybrid meeting. All 
current officers and Board members, all incoming officers and Board 
members, Clergy, and staff are invited to attend in person, if you feel 
comfortable doing so. All those attending must be fully vaccinated for 
Covid-19, wear masks at all times, and keep socially distant. All others are 
invited to join via Zoom.

Join via Zoom Here
Meeting ID: 880 4123 3101
Passcode: hsosc

Phone:           +13017158592
Meeting ID   88041233101#
Passcode:     *439741#

Please note there will be no Q&A during the meeting. If there are any 
specific topic you would like to hear about during the State of the 
Congregation, please submit your questions or comments no later than 
June 6, 2021 to: Mina Wender or Ken Bell 

What’s Happening In  
JUNE
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ARTIST SERIES
JUNE

Musical Shabbat with  
PERI SMILOW
Friday, June 4, 6:15 p.m.

JOE BUCHANAN  
MUSICAL WEEKEND
Friday June 25 – Sunday, June 27

Musical Shabbat with  
ROBYN HELZNER
Friday, June 18, 6:15 p.m.

Spend Shabbat with Joe Buchanan as his warmth radiates throughout 
our community.

We are thrilled to bring in Shabbat with Joe Buchanan. His style and 
presence will enrich our transition Shabbat. Join us to wish Rabbi 
Weiner well on her future endeavors and we joyfully anticipate new 
clergy joining us later that week.

Robyn Helzner is luminous on stage. A stunning vocalist and vivid 
storyteller, Helzner brings a life-long appreciation of the power of folk 
music to resonate across cultural boundaries.
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Peri Smilow is a nationally recognized singer, composer and educator. 
Peri's music and message of Tikkun Olam have been heard throughout 
the US, Canada, England, Singapore and Israel. She has received 
accolades from children, teens, young adults and seniors. She has 
appeared as headline performer at numerous URJ National Biennial 
Conventions and CAJE conferences.  In 2007 Peri was commissioned 
to compose a new piece of music to celebrate the release of the The 
Torah: A Women's Commentary.  She has been a visiting artist-educator 
at the Reform Movement's summer camps and has served as visiting 
faculty at Hava Nashira National Songleader Institute.  



The ARZA Committee would like to introduce ARZA-the Association of Reform Zionist 
of America to our Har Sinai-Oheb Shalom Congregation. We had a very active commit-
tee at Har Sinai and our Executive Committee and Board of Trustees wish to bring this 
committee to our merged congregation. Below is an overview of ARZA .

ARZA’s Mission: 
Arza strengthens and enriches the Jewish identity of reform Jews in the United Wtates 
by ensuring that a connection with the land, people, and State of Israel are fundamental 
parts of that identity.

ARZA is dedicated to advancing progressive values in Israel and making Israel a central 
pillar of Jewish identity for every Reform Jew. ARZA represents the Reform Movement to 
the Zionist National Institutions, using our position to create a more equal, democratic, 
and pluralistic Israel. The Jewish State must be a society that reflects the whole Jewish 
people, with the respect and legitimacy granted to all denominations. We work for ac-
ceptance of the Reform Movement, addressing issues of gender equality, civil marriage, 
conversion, racial justice and much more. These are our values and this is our Homeland.

Thank you for your support of our HSOSC ARZA committee.

Phyllis Louis, Co-Chair, pelouis@verizon.net or 410-484-5551 
David L. Carp, Co-Chair, davidlcarp@gmail.com or 443-540-8200
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PRIDE RAINBOW BRUNCH  
IN THE TENT
Sunday, June 13
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Pop by the tent for a rainbow 
brunch in support of Pride Month!

Everyone is invited to join the fun at 
this celebration!

Stop by for tasty rainbow treats and 
SWAG!

mailto:pelouis@verizon.net
mailto:davidlcarp@gmail.com


WHO WE ARE 

We are the combination of two historic Reform synagogues working 
together to create one joyful, warm, inclusive, and socially conscious 
congregation. Because we are striving to live our Jewish values through 
the lens of a dynamic mod ern-world, we are constantly growing and 
evolving in pur suit of that goal.

WHAT WE VALUE
We are a Congregation that...

... Fosters profound connections to one another. We work together 
in sacred partnership, building a community where all are included, 
respected, and valued. We celebrate with each other in our happiest 
moments and lift each other up in our most difficult ones. 

... Advances our foundational value of repairing the world at home, in 
the Baltimore community, and far beyond our walls. We are committed 
to performing acts of loving kind ness, providing service to others, and 
advocating for justice and peace. 

... Appreciates the rich diversity of the Jewish community and invites 
all who desire a connection to Jewish life to join us. Our doors and 
hearts are open to interfaith couples and families, as well as people of 
all backgrounds, ages, races, financial means, sexual orientations, and 
gender identities. We welcome children and adults with disabilities and 
their families. We strive to ensure that our programs and facili ties are 
accessible to all, and to accommodate special needs. 

... Engages in vibrant, innovative, and transformational ex periences 
that stimulate a lifelong love of Judaism in all generations. Through 
learning, music, prayer, lifecycle events, and social gatherings, we are 
creating a spiritual home for all of us. 
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