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BEHIND THE SCENES
By Mina Wender and Ken Bell, HSOSC Co-presidents

We are both extremely excited about the prospect 
of selecting Rabbi Rachel Sabath Beit-Halachmi, 
Ph.D. as the inaugural Rabbi for Har Sinai – Oheb 
Shalom Congregation. Hopefully, you have or soon 
will have the chance to meet or hear Rabbi Sabath 
on one or more of the many Zoom meetings and 
events that have been set up by the Rabbi Search 
Committee.  

As you have also been notified, we will be holding a 
Special Meeting of the Congregation on January 11, 
2021 at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom to officially present a mo-
tion to you our congregants to ratify this important 
step forward in our history. Under normal circum-
stances we would be meeting in person and voting 
at the Special Meeting, but these are not normal cir-
cumstances. The voting can be accomplished either 
by sending in the ballot form sent to you by mail or 
dropping it off at the temple or voting online. If you 
are mailing in your ballot please send it no later than 
January 8, 2021. The online voting is open now and 
will remain open through January 12, 2021.

In addition to the information that you have al-
ready been provided regarding Rabbi Sabath and 
that you have found on Google searches, I can also 
let you know that the search committee spoke with 
prominent members of the CCAR and URJ regard-
ing the Rabbi. What we heard back from all of them 
was how excited they were for us in having selected 
Rabbi Sabath.  

We would like to thank the Rabbi Search Commit-
tee for their tireless effort in finding us a world-
class Rabbi, and especially thank Debbi Jacobs and 
Dr. David Buchalter for chairing the committee. We 
have asked the Rabbi Search Committee to transi-
tion into the Rabbi Welcoming Committee. 

In addition, we have just kicked off a new Search 
Committee to find us our second clergy. The search 
will be conducted as a joint search for either an 
associate/assistant Rabbi or a Cantor.  The Search 
Committee is chaired by Ed Wender.  The applica-
tions for these positions have just been submitted.

We are also pleased to let you know that we re-
ceived a grant for $57,000 from the Baltimore Civic 
Fund to cover extraordinary, unexpected expenses 
during the pandemic. Thanks to Interim Executive 
Director Amy Mallor and Sam Dansicker for com-
pleting the application for the grant. 

Wishing the best for you and your families in the 
New Year.

If you have any questions regarding any of the above, or 
anything else please always feel free to reach out to either 
one us; Mina Wender, mwender@mcdonogh.org, and 
Ken Bell, krbell6mhc@gmail.com.
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A SPECIAL PROGRAM ON JANUARY 6
Israel Breakthrough and the  
Incoming Biden Administration

Wednesday, January 6, 7–8:30 pm  

Spend an evening with Ambassador Dennis Ross and Middle 
East expert David Makovsky as they share the most up to date 
developments on the Middle East. Hear what is happening now 
and what upcoming policies we can expect with the incoming 
Biden administration.  

These two seasoned diplomats, with over 50 years between 
them as top experts in the field, will explain, demystify, and 
deconstruct one of the most complicated regions of the  
world today. 

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED:

In order to attend, participants need to register  
and then they receive the zoom link.

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/ 
WN_Pa1q9HiZStSoDjmeHNrOCA

Co-sponsored by Jewish Federation of Ventura County, Jewish Federation of 
Mohawk Valley, Jewish Federation of Flint Michigan, Temple B’nai Israel of 
Easton, Md.,  Jewish Federation of Greater New Mexico, Jewish Federation 
of the Lehigh Valley, Sutton Place Synagogue in New York City, Congregation 
Neveh Shalom of Portland Oregon, Yashar: The Institute for Jewish Activism, 
Jewish Federation of Springfield, Jewish Federation of Santa Barbara, Temple 
Emanu-El of Atlanta Georgia, Jewish Federation of Merrimack Valley, and  
Har Sinai - Oheb Shalom Congregation.

CLICK HERE
TO REGISTER
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TU B'SHEVAT IS 
COMING!

By Rabbi Jennifer Weiner, Interim Senior Rabbi

As I sit down to write this article, I am reminded 
that, even in the darkest of days, the Jewish calendar 
infuses joy into our lives.  What do I mean by that?  
As we begin a secular new year, we are also poised 
to celebrate a Jewish new year, the New Year of the 
Trees. How can that be? The rabbis of Talmudic 
time could not decide on when the new year should 
be according to Torah, so they compromised and 
set four times during the year to be New Years.  

During the winter when the trees are bare in Amer-
ica, people plant trees in Israel. It is the month of 
Shevat which marks the time of the beginning of 
the planting season for trees. It has become known 
as the Jewish Arbor Day due to the Jewish Nation-
al Fund (JNF) and JNF’s tree planting campaign 
through the years. In the past couple of decades, Tu 
B'Shevat has developed into a time to study Jewish 
ecology and to recognize Judaism’s commitment to 
taking care of our planet.

Another means of celebrating this holiday is to hold 
a seder involving the fruits and nuts indigenous to 
Israel. This modern seder is based on one created by 
the Kabbalists of Sefad in the 17th century. During 
the seder, we sample the different fruits and nuts of 
the land and drink four cups of wine or grape juice. 
The wine is a blend of red and white wine going 
from white representing nature’s potential to pink 
to rose to red representing nature in full bloom. 
Each shade represents a different season of the year.

This year, we will gather online during Friday night 
services on January 22. We will send an email with 
the list of fruits and nuts that you may purchase to 
participate. This year, due to the nature of Zoom, 
we will be creating a new seder experience that will 

translate to our online platform. We understand 
that there are congregants still wishing to having a 
Shabbat service, so we will begin the evening with a 
shortened service with MiSheberach and Kaddish.

Shabbat Shalom and Happy New Year (both secular 
and for the trees)!

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US IN 
CELEBRATING TU B'SHEVAT 
—THE NEW YEAR FOR THE TREES

SHABBAT SERVICE AND SEDER EXPERIENCE
Friday, January 22, 6:15 pm
Rabbi Weiner will lead a Tu B'Shevat seder for families 
to participate in at home. 

TU B'SHEVAT EDIBLE ART PROJECT FOR KIDS IN 
GRADES Pre-K–4
Sunday, January 24, 11:15 am–Noon
Celebrate the holiday of Tu B'Shevat by using food 
to create a beautiful and edible art project. This fun 
project will be led by our own HSOSC religious school 
teacher Marlene Hollander. 

TU B'SHEVAT CLASS WITH RABBI WEINER
Monday, January 25, 7:30-8:30 pm
Learn about the traditional fruits and seven species 
native to Israel.

Details and Zoom links can be found on our website.
CLICK HERE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE.

3

https://www.hsosc-baltimore.org/calendar


WHAT'S HAPPENING 
IN JANUARY

Complete information for each 
program is available on our website.

CLICK HERE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE.

All events are presented via Zoom. 

Worship
FRIDAY EVENINGS
6:15 pm: Friday Service
Join via Zoom
ID: 890 4181 9852
Passcode: shabbat

SATURDAY MORNINGS

8:45 am: Torah Study
Join via Zoom
ID: 829 7806 5295
Passcode: 367046

10 am: Saturday Service
Join via Zoom
ID: 829 7806 5295
Passcode: 367046

MAZER MORNING MINYAN
8 am, Monday–Friday
9 am, Sunday, 9 am
Join via Zoom
ID: 709-722-6778 
Passcode: 671739

MAZER MORNING LECTURE 
SERIES: Mystical Tradition: 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
Starts Sunday, January 24, 9:45 am
This course will focus on mystical 
literature through the ages, and 
the great spiritual teachers within 
each tradition who composed such 
writings.

BIBLE STUDY CLASS
10:15 am, Tuesdays
Join via Zoom 
ID: 836 9295 5732
Passcode: BIBLE

Special Shabbats
MUSICAL SHABBAT WITH  
ALAN GOODIS
Friday, January 8, 6:15 pm
Welcome Shabbat with Rabbi Weiner 
and Jewish musician Alan Goodis 
whose voice touches souls and 
ignites a call to action to improve the 
world.

FAMILY SHABBAT 
Friday, January 15, 5:30 pm
Welcome Shabbat with Rabbi 
Weiner, song leader Rachel Wolman, 
and the Posner JEM 6th Grade class 
for our monthly Family Shabbat 
Service filled with music, prayer and 
spirituality. 

TOT SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday, January 29, 6:15 pm
Join us for a musical Shabbat 
experience designed for our 
youngest members and their families 
including a special story read by 
Rabbi Weiner!

Adult
SPICE: THE FANTASTIC INTERIM 
PART TWO (1918–1939)
Mondays, January 4, 11, 18, 25 
10:30 am–Noon
Facilitator: Rex Rehfeld.
Part Two will discuss the many 
events that occurred during the 
second of these important decades 
in this country’s history — the 
Fantastic Interim. 

ISRAEL BREAKTHROUGH 
AND THE INCOMING BIDEN 
ADMINISTRATION
Wednesday, January 6, 7–8:30 pm
Spend an evening with Ambassador 
Dennis Ross and Middle East expert 
David Makovsky as they share the 
most up to date developments on 
the Middle East. 
See page 4 for more information.

PIRKEI AVOT
Wednesdays, January 6, 13, 20, 25 
9:30-10:30 am  
Facilitator: Aviva Janus 
The Pirkei Avot class is growing and 
we are continuing this winter with a 
new day and time. Join us to delve 
deeply into the Oral Law (mishna) of 
Ethics of our sages. Come explore 
ancient Jewish wisdom and see how 
it applies to our lives today. New 
students are always welcome!

SPICE: THE DIASPORA  
JOURNEY OF JUDAISM
Thursdays, January 7, 14, 21, 28
10:30 am–Noon
Facilitator: Rabbi Jennifer Weiner
Join us for an exploration of the 
journey of the Jewish community 
from medieval times through the 
modern day. Take a journey across 
time and land as we figure out how 
Jews came to be in Israel, Europe, 
South America, North America, and 
even in space. 

TU B'SHEVAT CLASS WITH  
RABBI WEINER
Monday, January 25, 7:30-8:30 pm
Learn about the traditional fruits and 
seven species native to Israel.

AFTER THE INAUGURATION WITH 
BARRY RASCOVAR
Wednesday, January 27, 7:30-8:30
What we can expect for the next 
four years from a new presidential 
administration? Barry Rascovar 
has been an influential voice on 
Maryland politics for four decades 
with The Baltimore Sun. 

Religious School
Sundays, January 3, 10, 24, 31 
9:30–11 am

TEEN ELECTIVE:  
MODERN HEBREW
Wednesdays, January 6, 13, 20  
5–6 pm 

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Thursday, January 7 
7–8 pm

GRADE 8 & 9 CLASS 
Tuesdays, January 12, 26 
5–6 pm

What's Happening  
continues on page 5
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 
IN JANUARY

Complete information for each 
program is available on our website.

CLICK HERE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE.

All events are presented via Zoom. 

Family, Youth & Teen
MENTALISM SHOW FOR TEENS!
Saturday, January 9, 7:30–8 pm
The great Adam Stone is going to 
blow you away with his magic, his 
talent, and his ability to read your 
mind! 

MAGICAL MATS MOVEMENT 
& YOGA FOR KIDS IN GRADES 
PREK–4!
Sunday, January 10, 11:15 am–Noon
Take a deep breath, get on your 
feet, and learn yoga through music, 
movement, and interactive games 
with Magical Mats founder and 
instructor, Chelsea Smith!

VIRTUAL GAME NIGHT FOR 
GRADES 5–7!
Saturday, January 16, 7:30–8:30 pm
Have a great time hanging out with 
your friends and playing some fun 
interactive games together online! 

HSOSC & PJ Library Present 
“A MORNING OF MITZVOT!”  
TO HONOR MARTIN LUTHER KING 
JR. DAY
Sunday, January 17, 11:15 am–Noon
Children in PreK – 4th grade are 
invited to participate in this event 
that will include a story read by PJ 
Library Director Julie Wohl, as well 
as a hands-on arts and crafts project 
to donate.

FACTUALITY GAME FOR TEENS  
IN HONOR OF MLK JR. DAY!
Sunday, January 17, 1–3 pm
HSOSC is proud to be a partner for 
this 90-minute virtual crash course 
game focused on social inequality.
Designed for students in Grades 
9-12.

FAMILY TU B'SHEVAT  
SEDER EXPERIENCE
Friday, January 22, 6:15–7 pm
Rabbi Weiner will lead a Tu B'Shevat 
seder for families to participate in  
at home. 

MAKE YOUR OWN PHONE CASE 
FOR TEENS!
Sunday, January 24, 4:30–5:30PM
Join HSOSC's own teen business 
owner, Natalie Robinson, for an 
afternoon of creativity and art. All 
you need to participate is paper, 
markers, and your imagination.

TU B'SHEVAT EDIBLE ART 
PROJECT FOR KIDS IN GRADES 
PRE-K–4
Sunday, January 24, 11:15 am–Noon
Celebrate the holiday of Tu B'Shevat 
by using food to create a beautiful 
and edible art project. This fun 
project will be led by our own HSOSC 
religious school teacher Marlene 
Hollander. 

FIDF PROGRAM & ISRAELI GAMES 
FOR TEENS!
Sunday, January 31, 7:30–8:30 pm
Israeli Shinshinim Tamar and Ofir 
will join us for an hour of insight 
into the difference between Israeli 
teenagers and American teenagers. 
Learn about their experience in the 
IDF and then spend time together 
hanging out and playing an Israeli 
game together.

Learning Ladder
Monday–Friday, 9 am–5 pm

We are offering priority enrollment 
for current Learning Ladder families 
and members of HSOSC. If you are 
looking for child care for the 2021-22 
school year please respond as soon 
as possible as spaces are limited.  
Some spaces are still available for the 
current 2020-21 school year as well.

We are a licensed child care center 
and preschool for children ranging 
in ages from 10 weeks through five 
years old. 

Contact Aileen Friedman, (410) 358-
9192 or aileen@hsosc-baltimore.org.

Get Excited!
Mark your calendar for our special 
programs coming your way in 
February. 

PURIM
HSOSC will celebrate  
Purim throughout the weekend  
of February 25–February 28.  
With a Virtual Purim Carnival on 
Sunday, February 28 (time TBA).

February 3, 10 am
The Women's Club presents Living 
Artfully with Sandra Magsamen 

February 6, 7:30 pm
Artist Series with musician  
Beth Hamon 

February 6, 7:30 pm
Mindful Art for Teens

February 7 
Lunch Bunch for Grades 1-2 & 3-4    

February 12, 5:30 pm
Family Shabbat with Rachel Wolman

February 13, 7:30 pm
Artist Series with musician 
Robyn Helzner

February 13 
Virtual Movie Night for Grades 5-7

February 19, 6:15 pm
Tot Shabbat

February 20 
Virtual Movie Night for Teens

February 22, 7:30 pm
Purim Class with Rabbi Weiner 
The Whole Megillah!

Friday February 26, time TBA
Special Purim show with comedian & 
juggler Michael Rosman.

SPICE
Jewish History in 8 Slices, 10:30 am
February 1, 8, 15, 22

Women In The Bible, 10:30 am
February 4, 11, 18, 25

Racism with Rex Rehfeld, 10:30 am
One class on February 17
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MUSICAL SHABBAT  
WITH ALAN GOODIS

Friday, January 8 
6:15 pm

Alan Goodis is a touring Jewish mu-
sician whose voice touches souls and 
ignites a call to action to improve 
the world. Most recently Alan along 
with five different communities 
have composed and performed five 
different songs in support of not for 
profit organizations whose missions 
are social justice related. 

He engages and empowers Jewish 
youth and established a song leading 
Institute for teens in partnership 
with the Union for Reform Judaism. 
In addition to helping our teens, 
Alan’s voice elevates Jewish music 
with his powerful vocals and bold 
melodies. 

COMEDIAN JOEL CHASNOFF

Saturday, January 9 
7 pm

So you like jokes? Have you ever 
heard of Joel Chasnoff? Yes, no, 
maybe so? Join us when stand-up 
comedian and writer Joel Chasnoff 
“performs” his popular online show 
“Jokes On Us.” Joel has taken the 
stage in 10 countries, including 
Montreal’s Just-For-Laughs, the Mel-
bourne (Australia) Comedy Festival, 
and Israeli late-night TV. 

In this performance, Joel takes a 
deep dive into the quirks and ab-
surdities of his Jewish life, from his 
great-grandparents’ botched immi-
gration at Ellis Island to his stint in 
the Israeli Army and the challenges 
of raising a Jewish family of his own.

Adults
Adults & 
Families Adults & 

Families
NELLY'S ECHO  
PERFORMANCE IN HONOR OF  
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY!

Monday, January 18 
3 pm

Nelly's Echo's music can be described 
as "Storytelling with Groove" or 
"Folk with Soul." It takes you to a 
place you've never been, and makes 
that place feel quite welcoming and 
familiar.

Nelly’s Echo’s captivating storytelling 
and high energy performances have 
made him a sought-after musician 
all across the United States and 
overseas.

ARTIST SERIES
JANUARY

Camperships
The Women's Club of HSOSC is once again offering camperships (camp 
scholarships) for our religious school students to attend Jewish overnight 
camps affiliated with the URJ. 

Applications are due by February 1, 2021. For more information contact 
Aviva Janus via email, aviva@hsosc-baltimore.org.

mailto:aviva@hsosc-baltimore.org


WEEKEND BACKPACKS
By Stu Dettelbach, President, Weekend Backpacks

As the strangest year of our lives draws to a close, 
I want to thank you for your commitment of time 
and energy to Weekend Backpacks for Homeless 
Kids. It is because of what YOU do that allows us 
to fulfill our mission of providing supplemental 
food to the hungry, homeless kids in the Baltimore 
City school system. With your help, we've been able 
to deliver close to 700,000 meals, toothbrushes & 
toothpaste, gift bags of hats, gloves, & scarves, bags 
of much needed school supplies, feminine hygiene 
products, and Mother's Day gift bags. We could not 
accomplish this without you and without the gen-
erosity of our caring community.

Our packings look very different than in the past; 
we bring in small groups multiple times each week 
to prepare and then pack our weekly bags of food. 
There is a "behind the scenes" team of people led 
by Alan Taylor who makes sure the packings go 
smoothly. This team includes those who order the 
food, unload and stack the arriving pallets of food, 
set up the tables for packing, pre-pack items into 

bags, and then load the cars 
for delivery. Steve Eisen-
berg organizes our team 
of drivers who pick up the 
bags and deliver them on a 
well-orchestrated schedule. 
There are volunteers who 
monitor the website for do-
nations, acknowledge those 
donations, as well as address hundreds of envelopes 
to thank our donors. We are indebted to each and 
everyone of you for a job well done.

There are many great things happening next year 
including five very interesting and fun food events 
(expect details soon). Weekend Backpacks now has 
a professional grant writer and just retained a pub-
lic relations professional to make sure the Greater 
Baltimore community and beyond is aware of the 
incredible work we do.

On behalf of our Board of Directors we thank you for 
helping make Weekend Backpacks the success it is. 

CONGREGANTS IN THE NEWS
Har Sinai – Oheb Shalom Congregation is proud to 
share that our long-time congregants, Dr. Barry and 
Mrs. Adele Cohan, were recognized by the Univer-
sity of Maryland School of Dentistry for their many 
years of philanthropy to the school. 

The school recently renamed the Pediatric Den-
tal Clinic as the Dr. Barry and Mrs. Adele Cohan 
Pediatric Dental Clinic in the couple’s honor. In an 
article from the school’s publication Mdental, Dr. 

Jay Perman, chancellor of the University System of 
Maryland, another longtime HSOSC congregant, 
and himself a respected name in pediatric medicine, 
noted the challenge of providing  top-quality dental 
care to children with special needs and had high 
praise for the clinic. 

Please see the article — link  — for details and join 
us in wishing mazal tov to Barry and Adele!

https://images.shulcloud.com/13633/uploads/Documents/Mdentalarticle12-2020.pdf


BEAUTIFUL AND AMAZING  
HSOSC CHANUKAH CELEBRATIONS 
From our Chanukah drive-by, nightly candle-lightings, menorah making contest, youth and teen 
engagement programs, our amazing beatboxing concert, our jaw-dropping family magic show, and 
a special holiday sing-along in the Learning Ladder, we have truly had a blast! 

Thank you all for celebrating with us! May you continue to feel the light and warmth of this week as 
we move forward into 2021!



9

The Har Sinai - Oheb Shalom Congregation ARZA Committee: Connecting Reform 
Jews and Israel, Connecting HSOSC and Israel, Connecting You and Israel.

TICKETS:
For those who have 
already agreed to be 
sponsors, two tickets 
are included with your 
sponsorship.

Orchestra Seat $36
Grand Tier Seat $18

Purchase online, or if you wish, please send  
a check made payable to HSOSC, and note 
it is for the Pic-On-A-Stick Concert. Mail to: 
David Carp c/o HSOSC  
7310 Park Heights Ave.,  
Baltimore, MD, 21208

CLICK HERE
TO PURCHASE TICKETS

The ARZA Committee presents 

A Virtual Havdalah and  
YOUR PIC-ON-A-STICK CONCERT FUNDRAISER

March 13, 2021 at 7:30 pm

Just buy a ticket and send in a picture. 
NO dress code. NO commute time. NO 
parking fee. Just have your picture on 
a stick in a seat in the Greenebaum 
Sanctuary, sit back in your home 
and enjoy the beautiful sounds of 
classical, Jewish and contemporary 
arrangements on the harp and piano as 
played by Wally and Paul.

with Wally Ford & Paul Binko

https://www.hsosc-baltimore.org/event/virtual-havdalah-and-your-pic-on-a-stick-concert-fundrasiser.html


WHO WE ARE 

We are the combination of two historic Reform synagogues working 
together to create one joyful, warm, inclusive, and socially conscious 
congregation. Because we are striving to live our Jewish values through 
the lens of a dynamic mod em-world, we are constantly growing and 
evolving in pur suit of that goal.

WHAT WE VALUE
We are a Congregation that...

... Fosters profound connections to one another. We work together 
in sacred partnership, building a community where all are included, 
respected, and valued. We celebrate with each other in our happiest 
moments and lift each other up in our most difficult ones. 

... Advances our foundational value of repairing the world at home, in 
the Baltimore community, and far beyond our walls. We are committed 
to performing acts of loving kind ness, providing service to others, and 
advocating for justice and peace. 

... Appreciates the rich diversity of the Jewish community and invites 
all who desire a connection to Jewish life to join us. Our doors and 
hearts are open to interfaith couples and families, as well as people of 
all backgrounds, ages, races, financial means, sexual orientations, and 
gender identities. We welcome children and adults with disabilities and 
their families. We strive to ensure that our programs and facili ties are 
accessible to all, and to accommodate special needs. 

... Engages in vibrant, innovative, and transformational ex periences 
that stimulate a lifelong love of Judaism in all generations. Through 
learning, music, prayer, lifecycle events, and social gatherings, we are 
creating a spiritual home for all of us. 


