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BEHIND THE SCENES
By Mina Wender, HSOSC Co-president

As I am writing this, I know that tomorrow my 
kitchen (actually the whole house) will be filled with 
the wonderful smells of brisket and chicken soup. 
Passover is easily my favorite holiday. I have almost 
fifty years of seder memories. At our first seder 
together in married student housing at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, we were about to open the door for 
Elijah when there came a resounding knock on the 
door. It turned out to be the super’s wife hitting the 
door as she ran the carpet cleaner. Once we moved 
to Baltimore, our seders grew in size and diversity. 
We welcomed friends who were Jewish and friends 
who were not. We also welcomed people we did not 
know. One year, one of Melissa’s friends asked if he 
could bring another ship’s engineer who was Jewish 
and had no seder to go to. It turns out that Seth was 
the youngest at the table and, when it came time for 
the Four Questions, out came an amazing baritone 
voice. This year, there will be five of us: Ed, Melissa, 
the Kanns and I. Joanna has been my sous chef for 
over thirty years. Hours before the seder starts, Jo-
anna brings chocolate, dishwashing gloves, and lots 
to talk about. I missed that so much last year! We 
have not been together except for a drive-by visit for 
over a year. We will sit, fully vaccinated, around the 
dining room table and retell the story of freedom. I 
cannot wait!

We know from our own history that freedom can 
be ephemeral. As we look around today, we know 
there are many who do not have the freedoms that 
should be part of modern-day life. I am remind-
ed of FDR’s famous Four Freedoms: freedom of 

speech, freedom of worship, freedom from want, 
and freedom from fear. How can we help others to 
attain those freedoms? One effort is the Passover 
Food Drive led by Sheryl Jacobs. I walked through 
the kitchen on Wednesday and saw all the food 
collected for the Community Crisis Center in Reis-
terstown. There is still time to donate. The food 
will be delivered on April 11th. Please look for other 
Social Action projects to come. 

Other opportunities to help others are perhaps less 
tangible, but all efforts must begin with educating 
ourselves. Reading, learning, and discussing with 
people in and out of our congregation are ways that 
we can begin to understand. One such way is to 
participate in the Awareness Accelerator, a six-week 
program given by Tracie Guy-Decker and April 
Baskin through Joyous Justice. If we can get ten peo-
ple to commit to the program, we will qualify for an 
institutional rate. If that seems like a lot to bite off, 
we will be planning some smaller events also. 

When you read this, your seders may be in the past 
but it is my wish that they were all sweet, mean-
ingful, and full of hope that we will soon return to 
normal. Chag Sameach!

If you have any questions regarding any of the 
above, or anything else please always feel free to 
reach out to either one us:  
Mina Wender, mwender@mcdonogh.org, and  
Ken Bell, krbell6mhc@gmail.com.

https://joyousjustice.com/
mailto:mwender@mcdonogh.org
mailto:krbell6mhc@gmail.com
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HELPING OTHERS  
IS THE JEWISH VALUE, 
G'MILUT CHASADIM
As you’re cleaning out your homes for Spring, 
please think of those in our community that 
are not as fortunate.

Donate your non-perishable chametz and other items to the HSOSC 
Spring Food Drive! Now through Good Deeds Day, Sunday, April 11

Items in high demand include, but are not limited to: 100% fruit juice, 
baby food/formula, beef stew, breakfast cereal, canned chicken, tuna, 
salmon, canned soups, canned vegetables, fruit cups, canned fruit, 
instant mashed potatoes, jelly, pasta, peanut butter, and rice.

All food donations will benefit the Community Crisis Center in 
Reisterstown, MD and MUST BE UNOPENED AND NON-EXPIRED.

Yom HaShoah
2021

The David and Regina  
Weinberg Foundation 

a supporting foundation  
of The Associated

The Land We Always Dreamed Of: 
Longing for Eretz Yisrael During the Holocaust

Join us as we explore the former  
Yad Vashem exhibit “They Say There 
Is A Land: Longing for Eretz Yisrael 
During the Holocaust.” 
Presented by  
Stephanie McMahon-Kaye.

View this pre-recorded program at 

baltjc.org/YomHashoah2021 
and on all BJC social media platforms

Premiering 
Sunday, 

April 11, 2021
at 12PM



EXPERIENCING ISRAEL THROUGH A NEW LENS 
By Rabbi Jennifer Weiner, Interim Senior Rabbi

The last time I was in Israel was January 2020. I vis-
ited Israel through the Executive Masters of Jewish 
Educational Leadership Program (EMA) at Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. It was 
like no other Israel trip I had experienced. Instead 
of a tour with 5 sights a day, there was a continuous 
theme per day and an overarching theme. It was 
planned with intention to help us explore the intri-
cate aspects of modern Israel in such a manner as to 
make us wrestle with the concept of how to teach 
Israel to the communities we serve. It is a question I 
have been struggling with ever since.

In the past, I went to Israel with a sense of un-
abashed love. I was raised with the sense of loving 
Israel as part of my identity. Zionism as an ideology. 
I lived in Israel, I toured Israel and I volunteered in 
a development city in Israel. Yet, many individuals 
in our community have not been to Israel. Israel is 
far removed from their Jewish cultural experience 
and identity. 

Israel can no longer be taught through the lens of 
“making the desert bloom”. It is far too complex 
a country today to be simplified to a motif or a 
mantra. Our students are more sophisticated these 
days and have more access to fact checking resourc-
es than we had while growing up. It is no longer 
sufficient to ask congregational families to make 
tzedakah contributions to blue JNF pushkes, and, 
depending on the atmosphere of a particular con-
gregation, JNF has become a point of controversy 
for its planting policies. At HSOSC, ARZA (Associa-
tion of Reform Zionists of America) is our organiza-
tion of choice to contribute to Israel programs.

This holy task of educating and familiarizing con-
gregants around issues concerning Israel needs to 
incorporate the spiritual essence as well as the real-
ity of a modern state. In order for Israel to be more 
than just the dream state of our parents’ and grand-
parents’ generation, we, as adults, need to have an 
opportunity to examine our thoughts and feelings 
concerning Israel in the 21st century. 

The education in our schools should include not 
just our history of Israel but also the history of 

those we think of and refer to as other. Without 
teaching about “the other”, we cannot begin to 
understand the layers of conflicts that has existed 
between the various peoples that live there. Part of 
teaching about the others to adults, though, is that 
we first have to recognize that we are also the other 
and have been so at various times in our people-
hood. Once we understand that we are not the only 
people to claim the land of Israel as our own, we 
are able to see the history of those currently living 
in the country as just as valid as the Jewish claim to 
the land. 

 With the concept of “the other” established, the 
narrative of peoplehood and land changes focus. 
History teaches that when more than one people 
inhabit a land with such vast differences in their 
backgrounds, it is natural for conflict to arise. The 
goal of educating our congregants concerning Israel 
then needs to be a means of investigating the differ-
ences and meeting those with different viewpoints 
so that we can begin to form a mature understand-
ing of our feelings towards Israel instead of a pedi-
atric and pedantic outlook. 

I love Israel. I always will. Yet, this last Israel expe-
rience helped me understand that while Israel is 
a country with a very different history than many 
other countries in the world, it still has the same 
responsibilities to its citizens. How do we treat each 
other as equal and equitable human beings while 
still being true to the ideals of the concept of Israel 
as both the Promised Land of the Torah and the 
post-1948 modern state? How do we teach complex 
ideas and ideals so that we do not teach only the 
good and none of the struggles? These are some of 
the many enduring dilemmas my classmates and I 
carried as we traveled home from our homeland.

In order for Israel to continue to exist and do better 
than just what is expected, individuals need to un-
derstand that at some point we were all the other. 
It is no longer okay for us to make grandiose state-
ments without knowledge. Israel is both the ancient 
land of Torah and the modern state. Am Yisrael 
Chai- The People of Israel Live!
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WHAT A MONTH WE HAVE HAD!
By Amy Mallor, Interim Executive Director

What a month we have had at HSOSC! One might 
think that we would be sitting and moping because 
our building has been closed for a full year, but we 
have been bustling and bubbling with activity all of 
March! From SPICE courses and Musical Shabbats to 
arts & crafts classes and Passover, HSOSC has found 
ways to engage and interact with our congregation 
and the community.

The highlight of March was the HSOSC Virtual 
Havdallah and Pic on a Stick fundraiser concert. 
What began as a dream by Amy Mallor, our Interim 
Executive Director and a call to faithful congre-
gant, David Carp, blossomed into a wonderfully 
successful fundraiser that brought in $64,000. The 
program itself consisted of a very warm Havdalah 
service with Rabbi Weiner, Leslie Pomerantz, and 
Melinda  McGlothlin. This was followed by a thank 
you to our sponsors and a fun time showing the 
Pics-on-a-Stick in our sanctuary. The program con-
cluded with an unbelievable concert performed by 
Paul Binko and Wally Ford. Much thanks to all the 
families who sponsored the program and made it so 
special. Overall, the fundraiser was a great success, 
both financially and by creating a very positive buzz 
throughout our congregation. 

But there was more to the month! HSOSC was 
proud to be one of the many sponsors of the Annual 
Baltimore LGBTQ Passover Seder. That beautiful eve-
ning kicked off our Passover programming excite-
ment. We also created Passover Drive-by gift bags 
that were filled with custom items like wine glasses, 
Seder items and a recipe booklet from our staff’s 
personal kitchens. Nearly 150 congregants delighted 
us with their mask-covered smiles and sunny atti-
tudes as they visited the Passover Drive-by event over 
the course of four days. During that time, we began 
our Spring Food Drive and have already brought in 
many bags of groceries to help needy families in our 
community. The Spring Food Drive will continue 
through April 11 at 3:00 p.m., when we commemo-
rate Good Deeds Day with Jewish Volunteer Connec-
tion and other community partners.

We look forward to bringing you more educational, 
enticing, and energizing programs in April as we 
celebrate Yom Ha’Atzmaut, commemorate Yom 
Hazikaron and come together via Zoom for more 
amazing Artist Series performances. Don’t miss a 
thing as we continue to grow Stronger Together! 
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continued on page 6 >

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
IN APRIL

Complete information for each 
program is available on our website.

CLICK HERE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

Worship
FRIDAY EVENINGS
6:15 p.m.
Zoom ID: 890 4181 9852
Passcode: shabbat

SATURDAY MORNINGS
Torah Study, 8:45 a.m.
Zoom ID: 829 7806 5295
Passcode: 367046

Saturday April 3, Yizkor, 10:00 a.m.
Zoom ID: 883 4788 5835
Passcode: 607465

Saturday Shabbat Services 10:15 a.m.
Zoom ID: 829 7806 5295
Passcode: 367046

MAZER MORNING MINYAN
8:00 a.m., Monday–Friday
9:00 a.m., Sunday
Zoom ID: 702 627 5137

MAZER MORNING LECTURE 
SERIES: Mystical Tradition: 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
Sundays, 9:45 a.m.
Zoom ID: 702 627 5137
This course focuses on mystical 
literature through the ages, and 
the great spiritual teachers within 
each tradition who composed such 
writings. All are welcome.

BIBLE STUDY CLASS
Tuesdays, 10:15 a.m. 
Zoom ID: 836 9295 5732
Passcode: BIBLE

Special Shabbats
MUSICAL SHABBATS 
Friday, April 9, 6:15 p.m.
Join us and enjoy the music of 
Grammy Award-winning composer 
and an accomplished singer, 
songwriter, and musician, Doug 
Cotler. No one fuses traditional 
Jewish melodies with the power and 
rhythm of modern popular music like 
he does! 

 

Friday, April 16, 6:15 p.m.
Join us for an incredible evening 
with Rick Recht, known as the 
Rock Star (of David). Rick will sing 
his signature music to deliver us 
a Shabbat of uplifting and joyful 
Jewish song. You don’t want to miss 
this!  

TOT SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday, April 23
Video available all day
This pre-recorded musical Shabbat 
experience designed for our 
youngest members and their families 
includes a special story each month!

B'nai Mitzvah
BAT MITZVAH OF  
LINDSAY TRAGER
Saturday, April 10
11:00 a.m.–Noon

BAR MITZVAH FOR CONNOR FRIES
Saturday, April 24
10:00 a.m.–Noon

Adult
SPICE: POLITICS, THE MEDIA,  
AND THE PEOPLE 
Class sessions: Thursday, April 8, 
15, 22, & 29, 10:30 a.m.–Noon
Register by Wednesday, April 7, 
with sboxerbell@gmail.com. 
This course will provide an objective 
analysis of the interaction between 
politicians and the public through 
both the legacy and the new media 
in American politics. Facilitator: 
Stephen Frantzich.

MARILYN PRICE — STORYTELLER 
Saturday, April 10, 7:30 p.m.
Our artist series is delighted to 
present an evening with Marilyn 
Price: master storyteller.  From 
traditional folktales to original 
works, Marilyn captivates audiences 
of all ages.  

WEEKEND BACKPACKS
Sunday, April 11
10:00 A.m. – Noon
Help feed vulnerable, food-insecure 
Baltimore City youth. Space is limited 
to 10 people packing. Please RSVP to 
Stu Dettelbach stu@sdkitchens.com 
to reserve your spot.

NANCY PATZ:  
BRINGING JOY INTO YOUR LIFE
Wednesday, April 14
10:00 a.m.
Join native Baltimorean artist, 
teacher, lecturer, author, and 
illustrator, Nancy Patz, as she 
inspires others with her topic, On 
Being Joyful and Jewish: Thoughts 
As Our Quarantines End. This event is 

sponsored by The Women’s Club at HSOSC.

MICHELLE AZAR 
—ONE WOMAN PLAY
Saturday, April 17
7:30 p.m.
Michelle Azar (Aaron)’s one woman 
play—From Baghdad to Brooklyn—
explores how two distinctive 
cultures from generations past 
have found their way into her life’s 
journey and her relation to all things 
Jewish.

BAGELS & BOOKS
Sunday, April 25
11:00 a.m.
Enjoy a nosh with friends via Zoom, 
and discuss Behold the Dreamers, by 
Imbola Mbue.

Posner JEM 
Religious School
Sundays, April, 11, 18 & 25
9:30–11:00 a.m.

POSNER JEM RELIGIOUS SCHOOL: 
GRADE 8 & 9 CLASS
Tuesdays, April 13 and 27
5:00–6:00 p.m.
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Learning Ladder
Monday–Friday
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
We are offering priority enrollment 
for current Learning Ladder families 
and members of HSOSC. If you are 
looking for child care for the 2021-22 
school year, please respond as soon 
as possible, as spaces are limited.  
Some spaces are still available for 
the current 2020-21 school year as 
well.

We are a licensed child care center 
and preschool for children ranging 
in ages from 10 weeks through five 
years old. 

Contact Aileen Friedman, (410) 358-
9192 or aileen@hsosc-baltimore.org.

Family, Youth  
& Teens
WEEKEND BACKPACKS FOR TEENS
Monday, April 26
7:00–8:00 p.m.
HSOSC Teens are invited to join 
Lindsay Gaister Montague at 
Weekend Backpacks to help pack 
bags for those less fortunate. Space 
is limited due to strict social 
distancing protocols. Masks will 
be required throughout the entire 
event. Register here

Yom Ha'Atzmaut/
Yom Hazikaron
YOM HA’ATZMAUT  
ACROSS AMERICA
Sunday, April 11
2:00 p.m.
Join viewers all across North 
America in the second annual "Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut Across America” a live 
concert and fundraiser in honor of 
Israel’s 73rd birthday. Learn More

 
 
 
 

YOM HA’ATZMAUT  
—ISRAEL OH ISRAEL
Monday, April 12
7:30 p.m.
What is so special about Israel that 
people of all religious faiths feel a 
sacred connection there? Join Rabbi 
Weiner to find out! Learn more

YOM HAZIKARON  
MEMORIAL CEREMONY
Tuesday, April 13
8:00 p.m.
Join Baltimore's Jewish community 
as it stands together to honor 
Israel's fallen soldiers and victims 
of terror. HSOSC is proud to be one 
of the sponsors marking this event 
possible. Learn more

YOM HA'ATZMAUT ISRAEL 
CELEBRATION FOR FAMILIES
Sunday, April 18
11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.  
(under the tent!)
Come to HSOSC to celebrate Israel's 
Birthday with Israeli music, games, 
and tie-dye... followed by a visit from 
the Two Bold Chefs Mediterranean 
food truck! Register Here

TWO BOLD CHEFS FOOD TRUCK
Sunday, April 18
1:00–2:00 p.m.
From delicious Greek and Italian 
Dishes to mouthwatering French 
and Portuguese Flavors, enjoy 
this special Mediterranean taste, 
available for purchase by Two Bold 
Chefs. Religious School families and 
the first 20 HSOSC Member families 
to register will all receive a $10 
coupon towards their purchase!
Register here

Tikkun Olam
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
Sunday, April 25
9:00–11:00 a.m.
Join HSOSC members and Social 
Action Chair, Noel Levy, for a clean-
up of Brooks Robinson. All supplies 
will be provided. All children must 
be accompanied by an adult for the 
entirety of the event. Register here

Get excited for May!
Mark your calendar for a few of our 
special programs coming your way 
in May.

Saturday, May 1, 7:00–8:30 p.m. 
Lag B'Omer Bonfire for Teens in 
Grades 8-12

Sunday, May 2, 11:00 a.m.–Noon
Last Day of Religious School - In-
Person Celebration

Monday, May 3, 10:30 a.m.
SPICE: Broadway Is Open!

Wednesday, May 12, 10:30 a.m.
SPICE: By George: The Life and Music 
of George Gershwin

Friday, May 7, 6:15 p.m.
Annual Women's Club  
Shabbat Service

Sunday, May 16, 11:00 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
Confirmation under the tent

Monday, May 17, 7:30 p.m.
Shavuot—At the footsteps of  
Mount Sinai

Complete information for each 
program is available on our website.

CLICK HERE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
IN APRIL
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Doug Cotler is a Grammy Award-winning composer and 
an accomplished singer, songwriter, and musician. No one 
fuses traditional Jewish melodies with the power and 
rhythm of modern popular music like he does. He per-
forms more than 100 concerts each year.

Blessed with a warm and expressive voice, Doug's sensi-
tive and penetrating interpretations of liturgy as well as 
his insightful and humorous songs about Jewish events 
and heroes have placed him in the forefront of contem-
porary Jewish music.

Marilyn Price weaves a finely- crafted performance filled 
with storytelling, puppetry and wisdom.

The Blessings of Story — using her latest book From 
Gratitude to Blessings and Back (written with Rabbi David 
Teutsch) Marilyn weaves the stories of blessings, histori-
cally and currently underlined with personal recollections 
and the ancient Jewish blessings. She reminds us of what 
we have and how to have it reemerge with a smile and an 
outright laugh! As always with her audiences she opens 
the door for question and answer and commentary!

Rick Recht has revolutionized and elevated the genre 
of Jewish rock music as a powerful and effective tool for 
developing Jewish pride and identity in youth and adults 
across the US. Rick is the national celebrity spokesman for 
the PJ Library and is the Executive Director of Songleader 
Boot Camp — a national songleader training immersion 
program held in various cities around the U.S.  Rick is also 
the founder and Executive Director of Jewish Rock Radio, 
the very first high-caliber, 24/7 international Jewish rock 
online radio station. Rick has 13 top selling Jewish albums 
including his most recent release, Halleluyah.

Rick brings the magic of Jewish music to HSOSC, “the 
interaction, the singing, the dancing, and the powerful 
community connection. For me, it’s a dream come true 
to create and share in these powerful experiences.” Join 
us to share in Rick’s unique blend of pop, radio-friendly 
music with Hebrew, Jewish text, and social responsibility.

ARTIST SERIES
APRIL

Michelle Azar (Aaron)’s one woman play explores how 
two distinctive cultures from generations past have 
found their way into her life’s journey and her relation 
to all things Jewish. Her play brings us from Baghdad 
to Brooklyn and Poland and Israel with deep sentiment 
and humor. Through music and masterful storytelling, 
Michelle tells a timely story of a family’s love and 
dysfunction set against a historical and redemptive 
background. Written and Performed by Michelle Azar. 
Directed by Brian Kite.

Michelle Azar is an actress, singer, and writer, having 
received awards for her work on stage both in New York 
and Los Angeles. She has recurred on many television 
shows and long running musicals, including her solo show 
From Baghdad to Brooklyn.

MUSICAL 
SHABBAT  
WITH DOUG 
COTLER
Friday 
April 9
6:15 p.m.

MUSICAL 
SHABBAT 
WITH RICK 
RECHT
Friday 
April 16
6:15 p.m.

MARILYN 
PRICE— 
STORYTELLER
Saturday 
April 10
7:30 p.m.

MICHELLE 
AZAR— 
ONE WOMAN 
PLAY
Saturday 
April 17
7:30 p.m.
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WHO WE ARE 

We are the combination of two historic Reform synagogues working 
together to create one joyful, warm, inclusive, and socially conscious 
congregation. Because we are striving to live our Jewish values through 
the lens of a dynamic mod ern-world, we are constantly growing and 
evolving in pur suit of that goal.

WHAT WE VALUE
We are a Congregation that...

... Fosters profound connections to one another. We work together 
in sacred partnership, building a community where all are included, 
respected, and valued. We celebrate with each other in our happiest 
moments and lift each other up in our most difficult ones. 

... Advances our foundational value of repairing the world at home, in 
the Baltimore community, and far beyond our walls. We are committed 
to performing acts of loving kind ness, providing service to others, and 
advocating for justice and peace. 

... Appreciates the rich diversity of the Jewish community and invites 
all who desire a connection to Jewish life to join us. Our doors and 
hearts are open to interfaith couples and families, as well as people of 
all backgrounds, ages, races, financial means, sexual orientations, and 
gender identities. We welcome children and adults with disabilities and 
their families. We strive to ensure that our programs and facili ties are 
accessible to all, and to accommodate special needs. 

... Engages in vibrant, innovative, and transformational ex periences 
that stimulate a lifelong love of Judaism in all generations. Through 
learning, music, prayer, lifecycle events, and social gatherings, we are 
creating a spiritual home for all of us. 
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