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CONFIRMATION 5781/2020

OPENING SONG — MA TOVU .................Leslie Pomerantz

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS ..........Rabbi Weiner, Aviva Janus, Bill Bronstein  
OF PARTICIPANTS

FLORAL OFFERING .......................................Presented by Confirmands

BLESSING FOR FESTIVALS ........................Rabbi Weiner

INTRODUCE BARECHU ...............................Chloe Brandwin
Barchu ...........................................................Leslie Pomerantz
Yotzeir Or ......................................................Chloe Brandwin
Sermonette ..................................................Chloe Brandwin

INTRODUCE SH’MA ......................................Sam Cohen
Sh’ma .............................................................Leslie Pomerantz
V’ahavta ........................................................Leslie Pomerantz
Sermonette ..................................................Sam Cohen

INTRODUCE MI CHAMOCHA ....................Samantha Solomon
Mi Chamocha ...............................................Leslie Pomerantz
Sermonette ..................................................Samantha Solomon

INTRODUCE AVOT V’EIMAHOT ................Julia Trager
Avot V’eimahot ............................................Leslie Pomerantz
G’vurot ...........................................................Leslie Pomerantz
L’Dor v’Dor ....................................................Leslie Pomerantz
Sermonette ..................................................Julia Trager

SILENT PRAYER ..............................................Rabbi Weiner
Oseh Shalom ...............................................Leslie Pomerantz

SERMONETTE .................................................Samantha Rochlin
Introduce Torah Service ............................Rabbi Weiner
S’u She’arim,  ...............................................Leslie Pomerantz 
Baruch She’natan thru L’cha
Open Ark ......................................................Samantha Rochlin

TORAH CARRIER ............................................Bill Bronstein

OPENING TORAH BLESSING .....................Julia Trager
Torah Reading .............................................Julia Trager, Samantha Rochlin, Chloe Brandwin 

  Sam Cohen, Samantha Solomon
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CLOSING TORAH BLESSING ......................Samantha Solomon

INTRODUCE MI SHEBEIRACH ...................Rabbi Weiner
Mi Shebeirach .............................................Leslie Pomerantz

HAGBAH AND GALILAH  .............................Rabbi Weiner, Bill Bronstein

OPENING HAFTARAH BLESSING .............Bill Bronstein

HAFTARAH .......................................................Students

CLOSING HAFTARAH BLESSING..............Bill Bronstein

CHARGE TO CONFIRMANDS ....................Rabbi Weiner, Rabbi Herman, Rabbi Berlin

GRANDPARENTS’ BLESSING

PARENT’S BLESSING

RETURN TORAH TO ARK ............................Rabbi Weiner, Bill Bronstein
Eitz Chayim Hei  ..........................................Leslie Pomerantz

ALEINU ..............................................................Leslie Pomerantz

YIZKOR SERVICE

INTRODUCE YIZKOR SERVICE ..................Rabbi Weiner

ESA EINAI .........................................................Leslie Pomerantz

PSALM 23 .........................................................Rabbi Weiner

EL MALEH .........................................................Leslie Pomerantz

MOURNER’S KADDISH

CLASS GIFT PRESENTATION

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS ..........................Rabbi Weiner and Bill Bronstein 
TO CONFIRMANDS

CO-PRESIDENT’S REMARKS ......................Mina Wender

INTRODUCE ADON OLAM ..........................Samantha Rochlin

ADON OLAM ....................................................Leslie Pomerantz

MAZEL TOV! .....................................................Rabbi Weiner

SIMAN TOV ......................................................Leslie Pomerantz

Much gratitude and appreciation to Aviva Janus, Bill Bronstein, Amy Mallor, Michael Pachino,  
Stacy Smith, and all Confirmation Class families. 
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TALMUDIC BLESSING FOR PARENTS

May you live to see a world that you create,
and may your future be a time we cannot yet imagine.
May your hope span the generations.
May your heart learn understanding.
May you speak words of wisdom and sing songs of joy.
May your vision be clear before you.
May your eyes shine with the light of Torah,
And your face glow with the radiance of heaven,
And may you run to discover the words of the Holy Ancient One.
    Talmud Brachot 17a1 

We bless you with the blessings our people have been given in times of happiness throughout the 
generations.  May they revel in their accomplishments of this day and join in the lineage of the gener-
ations to come.  L’dor v’dor...from generation to generation...may they be proud of their heritage and 
their faith.

Talmudic Blessing for Parents 
 
May you live to see a world that you create, 
and may your future be a time we cannot yet imagine. 
May your hope span the generations. 
May your heart learn understanding. 
May you speak words of wisdom and sing songs of joy. 
May your vision be clear before you. 
May your eyes shine with the light of Torah, 
And your face glow with the radiance of heaven, 
And may you run to discover the words of the Holy Ancient One. 
    Talmud Brachot 17a1 
 
 
We bless you with the blessings our people have been given in times of happiness throughout the 
generations.  May they revel in their accomplishments of this day and join in the lineage of the 
generations to come.  L’dor v’dor...from generation to generation...may they be proud of their 
heritage and their faith. 
 
 

 .הֶּזַה ןַמְּזַל ּונָֽעיִּגִהְו ּונָֽמְּיִקְו ּונָייִחֱהֶׁש ,םָלֹועָה %ֶלֶֽמ ּוניֵֽה.ֱא ָיְי הָּתַא %ּורָּב
 
We praise You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who has given us life, sustained us, and brought 
us to this joyous time. 
 

 
1 “Talmudic Blessing from Brachot 17a,” from Creative Brit Milah, by Rabbi Jill Hammer, found on website on 

4/23, http://www.ritualwell.org/lifecycles/babieschildren/briscircumcision/Creative%20Brit%20Milah.xml. 
 

We praise You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who has given us life, sustained us, and brought 
us to this joyous time.
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GRANDPARENTS’ BLESSINGS

Grandparents of Sam Cohen, Judy and Stuart Cohen
Blessed are you, O God of Holiness, who has enabled us to reach this day.

Grandmother of Sam Cohen, Sharon Friedman
We watch with reverence and humility as our beloved grandchildren take the next step 
in their Jewish Journey.

Grandparents of Chloe Brandwin, Linda and Les Brandwin
We are proud and excited to watch our grandchildren as they lead the next generation’s 
fight for social justice, social action, and inclusiveness as they find their own way of 
being a light onto the nations.

Grandmother of Chloe Brandwin, Harriet Olson
May these five young souls find their place among the righteous, joining those who take 
steps to build a community, along with those who endeavor to make the world a more 
holy and just place for all its inhabitants.

Grandfather of Chloe Brandwin, Bob Olson
We acknowledge the patriarchs and matriarchs who came before us, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Sarah, Rachel, Rebecca and Leah. 

Grandparents of Chloe Brandwin, Steve and Lori Eisner-Mandell
We remember the patriarchs and matriarchs in each of our families who found joy in 
keeping the Jewish way of life alive through the generations.

Grandparents of Samantha Rochlin, Sandi and Phil Umansky
We are deeply grateful to our children for prioritizing our grandchildren’s Jewish educa-
tion and for modeling the importance of belonging to a spiritual community. 

Grandmother of Samantha Rochlin, Lois Sirota
We pray that our confirmands make the same sacred choices in the future, as they con-
tinue being a living link in our holy chain from generation to generation.

Grandparents of Samantha Solomon, Barbara and Mayer Horwitz
We stand with overwhelming gratitude to the many Rabbis, Cantors and teachers who 
have guided our grandchildren’s Jewish learning over many years and have shared 
their love of Torah and of Judaism.

Grandparents of Samantha Solomon, Joyce and Steve Solomon
We are profoundly appreciative of the gift of being a part of this sacred time in our 
grandchildren’s lives. We have loved watching them grow from babies, to toddlers, to 
becoming B’nei Mitzvot, to this next step of being confirmed in our Jewish tradition.

Grandparents of Julia Trager, Brenda and Barry Shilan
We pray that our grandchildren always remember that the doors to holiness and tra-
dition are open to them.  May they feel the strong connection to others who pray and 
worship for peace across all denominations.

Grandparents of Julia Trager, Carol and Barry Trager
May these five beautiful confirmands continue to grow and thrive.  May we be blessed 
to be involved in their lives as they continue to create a world of holiness.
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CHLOE BRANDWIN

For the past eight summers I have 
attended Capital Camps, a Jewish 
sleepaway camp in Waynesboro, 
Pennsylvania. Who would have thought 
that spending three weeks in a non-air 
conditioned cabin, eating food that is 
mediocre at best, and having to share 
my space with fifteen other girls would 
have become such an amazing part of 
my life. The things that make camp amazing are 
of course the activities we did and the trips we 
took, but the joy I get from camp comes over-
whelmingly from the strong sense of community 
that I feel while being there. Having such a large 
amount of people around me who are so pas-
sionate about Judaism has really allowed me to 
explore what Judaism means to me and to grow 
as a Jew.  
Friday nights are by far my favorite part of camp, 
and although having to wait an hour to eat dinner 
while sitting in services isn’t my favorite thing, 
over the years I have learned to love them. Ev-
eryone dressed in white while singing together 
is so beautiful and really shows how strong of a 
community we are. I know all of the prayers and 
tunes and actually have fun during these ser-
vices, something which I definitely didn’t think 
would happen as a young camper. After the ser-
vice, we all enjoy a meal where there is essen-
tially unlimited challah, and we talk to our friends 
and bunkmates. Once dinner is over, we head 
to song session and Israeli dancing. Everyone at 

camp is singing and dancing together, 
and you can tell how much fun every-
one is having and how happy we are 
to be there. After this high energy, full 
of fun event, we all come together as 
a camp.  It does not matter if you were 
dancing or talking, or playing card 
games, you rejoin your cabins and we 
sit. We reflect on our week, what has 

happened at camp so far and what is to come. 
Then we once again sing. This time, however, we 
are all together calmly, culminating in the singing 
of the Hashkivenu. A prayer for a peaceful night 
and to reawaken in the morning. The first two 
weeks this prayer is sung with excitement as we 
await the relaxation of Shabbat day.  As we near 
the end of camp, it is sung with tears as we real-
ize that we must leave our camp community.
I believe that a very large part of Judaism is the 
Jewish community. We all pray together at syn-
agogue and eat together at seder. We mourn as 
a community and rejoice as a community. That 
is what makes Judaism so special to me. Being 
at camp, a place where everybody has shared 
similar experiences within Judaism and wants to 
celebrate being Jewish is such a special feel-
ing. The sense of community is so strong that it 
makes you want to take part in Judaism, whether 
that is through art, song, dance, or prayer. Camp 
is where I found my love for Judaism and the 
community that comes with it. 
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SAM COHEN

As I stand before you today as a con-
firmand, I want to tell you why this is 
such a meaningful moment to me. 
Confirmation has taught me two things; 
I am part of a community, and I am a 
part of something bigger.
First, being part of a community. I don’t 
have many Jewish friends. I am not in 
BBYO, I don’t go to a Jewish camp, and 
I don’t go to a Jewish school. I was the kid that all 
my friends talked to before they went to a Bar or 
Bat Mitzvah, they would ask, “What do I wear?”, 
“What should I get them?”, and “What are the 
little hats that everyone wears?”. Over the past 10 
years, temple has been a place for me to make 
Jewish friends and feel like part of a Jewish 
community. This confirmation group represents 
that perfectly. Every time we had a group dinner, 
sang prayers together, or shared stories during a 
late-night group Facetime call, I felt that I was not 
just part of a confirmation class, but I was part of 
a group of friends. Being confirmed means more 
to me than just proof that I continued my Jewish 
education, it means that I will forever be part of 
the community that is the Confirmation Class of 
2020.
Second, it is being part of something bigger. 
Being Jewish to me used to be a responsibility. 
Being Jewish meant going to Hebrew school 
every Sunday, studying for my Bar Mitzvah, and 

going to temple for High Holy Days. 
But it wasn’t until one of the first con-
firmation dinners that we had with 
Rabbi Katz that I realized that we are all 
part of something bigger. He posed a 
question to us that went along the lines 
of this, “If you or I were forced to move 
to a foreign land, with a culture and 
language that was different from ours, 

how many generations do you think would pass 
before our culture was totally lost.” Personally, 
I guessed 4 or maybe 5 generations, thinking 
that it was impossible to truly know the answer. 
But Rabbi Katz had an answer, he said that the 
answer was over 200 generations. He said that 
this very scenario happened to our Jewish an-
cestors 3800 years ago, when they were forced 
out of their homeland. It was then that he said 
by going to Hebrew school, becoming a Bar or 
Bat Mitzvah, and chanting the words of Torah, we 
are keeping the culture of our ancestors alive. It 
was not until that dinner that I understood that 
being Jewish is bigger than you or me, it is about 
keeping a culture and tradition alive that would 
otherwise be forgotten. 
In conclusion, this confirmation class has given 
me new friends, a new understanding of what it 
means to be Jewish, and another reason to love 
my religion.
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SAMANTHA SOLOMON

For as long as I can remember, being 
Jewish has made me feel special and 
proud. When thinking about special 
moments in my life, one of the first 
things that comes to mind is my fami-
ly’s trip to Israel to celebrate my broth-
er’s bar mitzvah. Landing in Israel and 
stepping off of the plane is a moment 
I will always remember. I felt a sense 
of safety I had never felt before. I knew I was 
at home. From visiting Haifa, Tel Aviv, and the 
Dead Sea to experiencing the culture in Israel, I 
loved every moment of our trip. I walked in the 
footsteps of my ancestors and created memories 
I know will last a lifetime. Israel showed me the 
importance of my Jewish roots and history, and I 
continue to stay connected to it through different 
Jewish programs at home. 
Another life changing experience has been go-
ing to Capital Camps. I attended Capital Camps 
for seven summers before the pandemic. This 
summer would have been my 8th. It is truly the 
place where I feel most myself. I have made so 
many friends that I know will last a lifetime. At 
camp, I not only transitioned from a cabin to a 
tent, but I changed from a girl to the young adult 
I am today. Camp pushes me to grow myself and 

my Judaism each and every day. It was 
at camp that I learned how to advo-
cate for myself, to speak up for what 
I believe in, and to let go and have a 
good time. One of my favorite camp 
memories is Rikkud, Israeli dancing, on 
Friday nights. Running from the dining 
hall with extra apple turnovers from the 
staff table, to going to sleep under the 

stars and celebrating havdalah the next night is 
a feeling I wish that everyone could experience. 
This feeling is similar to how I felt at my bat mitz-
vah, surrounded by family and friends ready to 
take on a new role in the Jewish community. 
Even though we were asked to pick one mo-
ment, I couldn’t bring myself to do so. All of these 
experiences have helped me learn and grow as 
a Jew and as a person and have made me who 
I am today. To me, being Jewish isn’t about one 
specific memory or event. It’s about moments 
that challenge me, build my Jewish community 
and identity. It’s about loving others and helping 
the world grow and change with you. It’s about 
Jewish experiences and moments like this that 
make us who we are today. 
Thank you.
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JULIA TRAGER

For my Bat Mitzvah, I read the portion 
of Ki Tisa from Exodus, which was 
where Moses receives the Ten Com-
mandments from God on Mt. Sinai.  
Today, I read the portion V’Zot HaBer-
achah from the book of Deuteronomy, 
specifically the depiction of Moses’ 
death as he was overlooking the 
promised land of Israel.  Both of these 
stories demonstrate Moses’ lasting impact on the 
Jewish people.  The former teaches us of the Ten 
Commandments Moses told us of, emphasizing 
ethics so that we treat each other respectively 
and with love generationally.  In the latter portion, 
Moses reminds us that our voices and actions do 
matter to help others for good, even if we do not 
live in the world we create for others. 
Throughout Moses’ story, the motif of his impact 
on others in his present and future is constantly 
emphasized.  I learn from his stories that my ac-
tions have an impact on others, and it is import-
ant for me to use this for the better.  With this, I 
find myself reflecting on my impact as a Jewish 
woman on my community. 
When I was a Madricha in the religious school 
following my Bat Mitzvah, I felt my students were 
not engaged as they were fully capable of being.  
While it was a challenge to find ways to balance 
having fun and learning simultaneously, I was 
able to come up with fun artistic activities that 
allowed self-expression while learning.  Seeing 
the smiles on the students’ faces as they were 
doing the activity made me realize I could impact 
these kids, even if it was as small as them enjoy-
ing one activity at religious school.  However, it 
was still challenging to motivate and excite them 
to learn.  I was determined to find a solution for 
this as well.  Many students came dressed in 
glitter everyday: their shirts, pants, shoes, socks, 
hair bows, backpacks, literally everywhere be-
yond imaginable.  Personally, I am not the fond-

est of glitter.  My students learned this 
about me, so they made a point to try 
to get glitter on me.  I therefore took 
advantage of the situation and prom-
ised them I would wear all glitter for 
the last day of religious school if they 
were eager to learn in class for the 
school year.  To my surprise, it worked, 
and they suddenly became excited 

to do lessons in class.  Keeping to my word, I 
came dressed head to toe in glitter.  You may be 
thinking that I just wore a shirt with some glitter 
on it, no.  I wore glitter pants, a shirt completely 
covered with glitter, a glitter bow, glitter shoes, 
and covered my arms and face with glitter face 
paint.  As predicted, the glitter got everywhere 
which I did not enjoy too much but seeing the 
smiles and excitement from my students when 
they saw me suddenly made it all completely 
worth it.  With my actions, I had a great impact 
on my students by making them excited to learn 
and making learning fun.  Similar to how Moses 
made a lasting impact with teaching the Israelites 
the Ten Commandments, I made this impact on 
my students while teaching them to be true to 
their word. From this experience, I learned of the 
impact I could have on others.
With Moses’ teachings that my actions can have 
future impacts in mind, I had one of the best 
experiences with my fellow confirmands at the 
L’Taken seminar in Washington, DC this past 
January.  On the final morning of the seminar, 
we lobbied for issues we were passionate about 
to the office of Representative John Sarbanes 
of Maryland’s third congressional district. Chloe 
Brandwin, Samantha Rochlin, and I lobbied for 
the EACH Women Act to protect women’s free-
dom of choice and reproductive rights, some-
thing I am very passionate about as a feminist.  
In this experience, I had the opportunity to learn 
about the stories of other constituents in our 

Continued
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country and learn what I can do to help.   It amaz-
es me that I, a 16-year-old Jewish woman, am 
able to help our country take a step in the right 
direction, similar to how Moses is said to have 
guided our people to the promised land.  While 
Moses never saw his fellow Israelites living in the 
promised land and I may unfortunately never see 
all the changes I want in my lifetime, both of us 
make an impact on our future societies.  I plan to 
continue to make the impact on our society, and 
on a smaller scale, in our community.
In our community, I have the wonderful oppor-
tunity to support all my friends and give them 
amazing opportunities as president of my BBYO 
chapter, Chana Senisch BBG #2398.  As presi-
dent, I oversee the operation of my chapter and 
strive to make it a welcome place for all.  With 
our chapter board, we are working towards 
making memorable programs with lasting im-
pacts with my amazing vice president, Samantha 
Rochlin.  We are also working towards changing 
official BBYO scripts to be more gender inclusive, 
and we are also going to raise money to help a 
local animal shelter.  In BBYO, I am able to guide 
my chapter towards a successful term where 
we continue to build upon our amazing chapter, 
creating a positive impact on the future members 
of my chapter in generations to come.  This is 
similar to how Moses passed along the Ten Com-
mandments to the Israelites for us to pass them 
down generation after generation.

I find it beautiful that stories, such as Moses’, 
mine, and yours, are impactful and passed down 
from many generations.  I find storytelling breath-
taking, which is why I love theatre as much as 
I do.  In theatre, for the time that suspension of 
disbelief is draped upon the theater, the many 
different people who create the speculators, 
become one audience who shares this one ex-
perience together.  Each and every member of 
the audience is impacted by the experience and 
story in one way or another, whether that means 
anything from understanding another perspec-
tive in the world to finding a passion for theatre 
by seeing a show for the first time.  Beautifully, I 
find this to be the case with the storytelling of the 
Torah as well, we each learn different things from 
it.  While I learn about the impacts of our actions, 
voices, and stories to each other, you may learn 
something else.  I have learned in my studies of 
Judaism that we learn something and are impact-
ed from all stories, like how Moses’ story impact-
ed me and that in turn allowed me to be inspired 
to impact others.  Therefore, I will listen to every-
one’s stories and tell my stories because I never 
know how I will impact others or how others will 
impact me.  I look forward to continuing to cre-
ate my own stories where I can positively impact 
others.

Julia Trager Continued
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SAMANTHA ROCHLIN

Hello everyone and thank you for com-
ing to our confirmation. I would first like 
to acknowledge my fellow confirmands 
as well as some of my closest friends: 
Chloe, Sam, Samantha, and Julia, thank 
you all for making this class not chore 
but a joy. I could not have imaged go-
ing through this transformative experi-
ence with anyone else. An overwhelm-
ingly momentous occasion that truly cemented 
my place in the Jewish community was attending 
BBYO’s international convention. I have been 
involved with Jewish studies since I was very 
young; having attended Krieger Schechter Day 
School from preschool through 5th grade. When 
I switched schools for middle school I became 
a member of Oheb Sholom’s Hebrew school. 
Although I was an active member in the Jewish 
community, the stories we learned never reso-
nated with me on a personal level until this year. 
Now you might be asking yourself “Samantha 
what changed?” and the answer is quite simple, 
I became an active member in BBYO. When I 
joined Chana Senisch BBG freshman year, I was 
expecting a nice way to beef up college apps 
and a fun thing to do on weekends, but what I 
got was some of my best friends and life chang-
ing experiences. The catalyst of these experi-
ences was attending International Convention in 
Dallas, Texas, this past February. When I arrived 
at the convention center, I was blown away by 

how many Jewish teenagers there 
were in one area. I had never seen so 
many people like me before. The most 
incredible moment was after dinner on 
Friday night when all 5000 of us were 
singing the same prayers in the same 
space. Not only did IC help me feel at 
home in the Jewish community, I also 
made some of my best friends from all 

around the world. It was so interesting to learn 
about the different cultures people from other 
countries practiced. Being around so many other 
young Jewish people was such an incredible 
experience that I hope everyone can have. My 
involvement in BBYO and the larger international 
Jewish community have helped me learn that I 
am ready to confirm my place in this rich culture. 
I believe that a very large part of Judaism is the 
Jewish community. We all pray together at syn-
agogue and eat together at seder. We mourn as 
a community and rejoice as a community. That 
is what makes Judaism so special to me. Being 
at camp, a place where everybody has shared 
similar experiences within Judaism and wants to 
celebrate being Jewish is such a special feel-
ing. The sense of community is so strong that it 
makes you want to take part in Judaism, whether 
that is through art, song, dance, or prayer. Camp 
is where I found my love for Judaism and the 
community that comes with it. 


