
As we read these chapters in the Book of Exodus, we are often surprised by how fast the 
narrative moves. Last week we were singing God’s praises through the words of Shirat 
Hayam – the Song of the Sea, and expressing our admiration for God’s saving power as 
we (the Israelites) were saved from the Egyptian oppressive power. 
 
This week we are (suddenly) already at Mount Sinai! This week’s Torah portion – Yitro 
– describes the events that took place at Mount Sinai. It contains what tradition has 
identified as Aseret HaDibrot – the Decalogue, the giving of the Ten Commandments. 
 
The Aseret HaDibrot are, no doubt about it, part of the system of mitzvot. Some 
scholars have identified these mitzvot as adding up to six hundred and thirteen. The ten 
contained on Moses’s tablets are part of the total. Why are they then set apart and put 
on these special tablets? 
 
One possible answer is that these are foundational principles. These are basic. These are 
the building blocks for what will follow. This option is very strongly supported by the 
particular language of the open verse, the very first commandment. It says: “I, Adonai, 
am your God.” We cannot make the distinction in the English language, but the Hebrew 
is unequivocal. The pronoun ‘your’ is singular. It is not a collective ‘your’ but an 
individual ‘your.’ This then suggests then that God is very personal to each one of us. 
Our relationship with God is personal and individual. The relationship that we develop 
with God will becomes the basis and the foundation for everything that will follow. 
 
In reference to this verse, the Midrash compares God to a mirror. Every person that 
looks on the mirror will see something different, but the mirror is always the same. God 
remains the same, and still, each one of us can say, “this is my God.” 
 
When we get to the recitation of the Shema, the individual God (my God) gets turned 
into ‘Adonai our God, Adonai is one.’ By then, something has changed. 
 
This initial level of intimacy in our relationship with God, begs from us to make our 
relationship with God personal and unique. Each one of us has been charged to develop 
a unique and personal relationship with God. Once this happens the rest will flow 
naturally. 
 
And as we develop our relationship with God, we will find the strength to cope with 
difficult situations. 
 
It was only one week ago, that four members of Congregation Beth Israel in Colleyville, 
Texas, were held hostage for close to eleven hours by an unknown gunman. The gunman 
was allegedly let into the building by the Rabbi, who ended up being one of the hostages. 
 
Where did these individuals get the strength from to endure such an ordeal? Where did 
they get the strength from to remain composed and optimistic throughout those eleven 
hours? 
 
Thank God, at the end, not one of them was harmed. 



Regardless of whatever other resources they might have tapped onto, I can only imagine 
that their faith in God was a big piece in their ability to remain alert and able to walk 
back into freedom as soon as the opportunity presented itself. 
 
God gives us the resources. May we never be put in such circumstances where we will 
need to use these resources. 
 
Shabbat Shalom! 
 
Rabbi Eliseo D. Rozenwasser 


