
Shabbat Shalom! And Happy 2022! 
 
Is there a connection between the beginning of this new year and our Torah portion this 
week? There is a possibility… 
 
Last Shabbat, Shabbat Shemot, we left the narrative in a very difficult place. 
 
As part of the event of the Burning Bush, where God assigns Moshe his task, Moshe 
learns that he will be the leader that will take the Children of Israel out of slavery into 
Mount Sinai and, eventually, to the gates of the Promised Land. 
 
Still as part of last week’s Parsha, Moshe, fulfilling his God-given mandate, appears in 
front of Pharaoh and advocates on behalf of his brothers and sisters for the Pharaoh to 
free them from their bondage. As a result, the outcome is completely opposite of what 
Moshe expected. Pharaoh imposed even harder working conditions on the Israelites. 
 
In light of this, Moshe bitterly complains to God; “Why did you send me? Ever since I 
came to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has dealt worse with this People; and still 
You have not delivered Your people.” 
 
Even after witnessing the grandeur of the Burning Bush and God’s promises, Moshe is 
distressed and calls God to task: “God, why did you send me? Since I acted on Your 
behalf, things have become much worse! Where are you, God?” 
 
Here is where this week’s Torah portion, Va’era, opens. 
 
In a quite unexpected scenario, Moshe demanded. God will deliver! 
 
Right at the beginning of the parsha, God proceeds to tell Moses that he will see an 
aspect of God that no one has experienced before. None of the ancestors were shown 
this aspect of God. Neither Abraham, nor Isaac, nor Jacob knew God by the name 
YHVH, a name that is not spoken because the true pronunciation is not known to us. We 
don’t know how to accurately read it. In this new, distinct way, God introduces Godself 
to Moshe, I am YHVH! 
 
God will continue to intervene in history and on behalf of the Children of Israel, but, 
from now on, with God’s new appellation, YHVH! 
 
I hope we can see the deep significance of this moment. Moshe did not give up. Moshe 
did not think to himself ‘OK, this is not for me; this is not what I thought it was going to 
be.’ Totally to the contrary, Moshe had the hutzpah to challenge God…and God, in turn, 
responded! 
 
Let us try and see if we can place ourselves in Moses’s shoes. Would we have pushed as 
hard as Moshe did to get the answer(s) that we are looking for? When we feel God has 
not delivered, making us unhappy and dissatisfied, do we push back? 
 



I will suggest that the Torah is giving us a very powerful message; very relevant in our 
own search for spirituality and connection with God. If and when we are not happy with 
what we receive from God, let’s not be shy, let’s not be bashful and think that it is our 
fault; that if we don’t find the God that we are looking for and the God that we would 
like to find, it is exclusively because we don’t know how to look. Let’s have the hutzpah 
to keep trying and keep pushing for the answers that we are looking for. 
 
Last week’s Torah portion ended with unfulfilled promises and a big question mark; 
God, why aren’t You fulfilling Your promise? Why aren’t You showing YourSelf the way I 
want to see You? 
 
This week’s Torah portion opens with a new promise, which we know, this time will be 
fulfilled: “I have now heard the moaning of the Israelites because the Egyptians are 
holding them in bondage, and I have remembered My covenant. I am YHVH. I will free 
you from the labors of the Egyptians and deliver you from their bondage. I will redeem 
you!” 
 
And, in a somehow parallel way, let’s come back to the end of 2021. This year 2021 is 
ending with a huge array of questions; many of them, very difficult ones. 
 
So, at the beginning of this new year, let’s call God (and ourselves) to task. Let’s come 
together, and make 2022 a much better year, for ourselves, for our families, for our TBI 
extended family, for our country, for Israel and for the world! 
 
Shabbat Shalom! 
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