
On this Shabbat, Shabbat Miketz, we need to focus on the unusual circumstance that we 
will be using three different Torah scrolls during the Torah reading portion of the 
service. 
 
This is due to the fact that, in addition to the weekly Torah portion, this is Shabbat Rosh 
Hodesh Tevet and also Shabbat Hanukkah. Each one of these calendar happenings 
requires a reading from a different section in the Hummash; a different section from the 
Torah scroll. 
 
We have stated so far, that we will have three different scrolls to read from. Which scroll 
should be used first? 
 
There is a Halakhic principle that will help us answer this question. This principle 
informs us that the section that we read more often, will be the one that is read first. The 
principle goes as follows: ‘tadir usheino tadir, tadir kodem’- which translates as, ‘if 
there is an event which comes frequently and one that comes less frequently, the one 
that comes more frequently, takes precedence.’ 
 
Following this Halakhic principle, the first scroll that we will use will be the one to read 
the weekly portion (Miketz - minimum of six aliyot), the second scroll will be for the 
Rosh Hodesh section (one aliyah from Pinhas) and the third scroll that we will be using 
will be to read the Maftir aliyah, Hanukkah related, from Parshat Naso. 
 
Someone could ask, ‘Rabbi, why don’t we read all these three sections from the same 
Torah scroll? In order to adequately address this question, we need to go to another 
Halakhic principle, which establishes that it would be disrespectful to the audience, to 
those who are there present at the time, if the prayer leader would move the Torah scroll 
back and forth trying to find the right spot to read. If this is true for one scroll, how 
much more so when we have three different spots that we need to read from on this 
Shabbat! Therefore, the answer is: three scrolls. 
 
Now, turning into the contents of this week’s Torah portion, we must acknowledge that 
throughout this week’s reading, the conditions for Jacob and his family to come down to 
Egypt and establish themselves there in order to overcome the famine of Canaan have 
been established. Joseph had advised the Pharaoh to make previsions. Through these 
previsions Egypt establishes itself and the reservoir for food in the area. Jacob and his 
family come to Egypt for food. 
 
This is the beginning of exile. Jacob and his children and their families leave the 
Promised Land behind and move to Egypt. This simple act, marks the beginning of exile. 
Exile, living outside of their own land, has been the outstanding characteristic of Jewish 
existence throughout so many centuries. 
 
It is somehow ironic that, on this Shabbat Hanukkah, we read about the children of 
Israel moving to Egypt, and, therefore, creating the first Jewish diaspora. The irony of 
the timing of this reading is that the Zionist Movement, in their struggle and in their 



battles to reestablish a Jewish state in what today is Israel, has very strongly identified 
with the struggle of the Maccabees. 
 
The celebration of Hanukkah took a new and reinvigorated emphasis, during the 
Independence War (1948) and the wars that followed to reaffirm Israel’s independence. 
 
Fighting for independence and self determination can be very well equated to the 
Maccabean fight to regain self-determination and religious freedom during the 
Hasmonean period. 
 
Regardless of if we live in Israel or outside of Israel, we understand the connection 
between sovereignty and freedom to practice our religion and to fully live according to 
our own values. 
 
Shabbat Shalom! Hodesh Tov and Hag Urim Sameakh! 
 
Rabbi Eliseo D. Rozenwasser 


