
As we approach this Shabbat, Shlakh Lekha, we have to acknowledge the fact that we have very interesting 

material in front of us. This is a well-known story; twelve spies, one from each tribe, are sent to scout the land 

- The Promised Land.  
 

And here we hit the first question. Why? 

 

There is a very bold contradiction here! If this is the Promised Land, why is there a need to explore it and 

decide if the land is good or not, if the land is fertile or not, if the inhabitants live in open cities or in 

fortified/walled cities? 

 

This is not a real estate operation where the Children of Israel have to decide if they will purchase this land or 

that piece of land. Usually, buyers of real estate, have to evaluate the pros and cons of the different properties 

which they are considering. Many different factors will come into this evaluation: location, school district, 

actual characteristics of each one of the properties, if they are on busy or quiet streets among others; eventually 

they will make a decision and follow that decision with an offer. If the offer goes through the transaction will 

materialize and… Mazal Tov! This house has a new owner!  
 

This is not the case for the Promised Land. The Children of Israel had no voice and no choice in the actual 

characteristics and qualities of the land. This was a done deal! The land had been promised by God to their 

ancestors. This is the resolution of what had happened generations earlier with the Patriarchs and Matriarchs. 

The Children of Israel are now, after years of slavery in Egypt, on their way back to their land. Therefore, our 

question…what is the need to scout the land? 

 

The Midrash (Numbers Rabbah) suggests that the particular form of the imperative (Shlakh Lekha - send for 

yourself - opposed to just Shalkh – send) seems to indicate that sending the spies is not God’s need but a 

human need. God has already indicated that the land is good and that God will give this land to the 

descendants of Jacob. Rashi picks up the content of this Midrash to interpret the particular form of the verb.  
 

Once the question has been asked, we have to be ready for the answer. A long time ago I have learned that you 

should not ask the question if you are not going to like the answer. 
 

Moshe (or God) sent the twelve scouts expecting them to bring one type of report back and now that the report 

is not even close to what he had expected, he finds himself struggling with an unwanted situation which, 

ultimately, Moshe brought onto himself. 
 

Once again, we ask the question, why were the spies/scouts sent on their mission? 

 

Another way to answer, which is very close to what the Midrash suggests, comes as a result of taking in 

consideration the psychological background of the generation of the desert. Moshe (or God) wanted this 

generation to take ownership of what was about to happen. The fact that this was part of a promise to their 

ancestors was not enough. We all know how that works. More often than not, feelings are hard to transfer from 

one generation to the new generation. What was important for the parents or grandparents might end up being 

not so important to the children. This generation does not have the connection and commitment to the 

Promised Land that their ancestors might have had during their lifetime. Therefore, as soon as they hear the 

negative reports, they prefer to go back to Egypt rather than to conquer the land. 
 

As we look into potential psychological reasons and explanations for the events described in this Parsha, I 

would like to add two more options. 
 

We all know, from group dynamics, that the naysayers, the pessimists, those who are afraid to take the next 

step are often much louder than those who are willing to move forward with the task at hand. Therefore, we 

can safely entertain the thought that the Torah records, not what was a unanimous vote, but the loud voice that 

was heard around the camp – ‘we cannot do it.’ Those who are afraid and pessimistic speak much louder than 
those who are ready for the challenge. 
 



We can also transfer what the portion is telling us into our own personal story and our own inner voices. If and 

when we are about to face a challenge in our lives, which voice do we hear louder, the one that says ‘don’t do 

it,’ or the one that encourages us ‘go for it!’ 
 

The Torah portion seems to be suggesting that the discouraging voices, the voice of fear, the voice of self-

doubt, the voice of hesitation is ten times louder (I know, according to the Torah only five times louder) than 

the voice of self-confidence and resolution. 
 

And yet the text seems to indicate that we need to listen to the, usually much softer, voice of self-reaffirmation 

and courage because, if we don’t, the biblical statement will keep coming back, over and over again, and bite 

us: “and we looked like grasshoppers to ourselves, and so we must have looked to them.” (Numbers 13:33) 
 

If we lessen our own value, God forbid (!!!), and we ‘see’ ourselves as less than what we really are, how do we 

expect others to ‘see’ us? 

 

Let’s then move forward with courage and resolution! 
 

Shabbat Shalom! 
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