
This week’s Torah portion, B’Haalotkha, introduces us to an element that, throughout time, became one of the 

most emblematic symbols of Judaism and Jewish life. This very powerful symbol is the Menorah. The biblical 

text this week makes a reference to the kohanim ‘lifting’ the candles.  
 

The Menorah went from the Tabernacle in the desert into the Temple in Jerusalem. This is the 

same Menorah that became central to the rededication of the Temple in the 2
nd
 Century BCE. Led by the 

Maccabees, the Jews revolted against the oppressor, purified and rededicated the Temple. These events are 

memorialized through the Hanukkah celebration.  
 

The Menorah was also a part of the Second Temple and, in the year 70 CE, it became symbolic of the 

destruction of Jerusalem in the hands of the Romans. On the Arch of Titus, in Rome, there is a relief 

depicting the Romans' triumphal procession, returning with spoils (the Menorah among them) from the 

Temple in Jerusalem.  
 

For generations, that Menorah in the center of the city of Rome, was symbolic of the Jewish diaspora (galut), 

of the loss of our Jewish State and, in religious terms, the traumatic replacement of the epicenter in Jerusalem 

(Judaism/Old Testament) by Rome (Christianity/New Testament).  
 

With partisan expressions of a renewed Zionist Movement, things started to change. Ze’ev Jabotinsky, a 

Zionist leader in the early part of the 20
th
 Century, and founder of the Revisionist Youth Movement, chose the 

same Menorah that was until then symbolic of the diaspora, to become the symbol of an old dream made new 

again.  
 

In British Palestine, Jewish towns, villages, and kibbutzim began decorating the tops of water towers, schools, 

and meeting halls with the seven-candled Menorah. Even outside of Israel, Jewish masonry lodges and 

synagogues began returning to the image from antiquity and secular Jewish homes often broadcasted their 

Jewishness and support for the Jewish state with a seven-candled menorah in the window. The Menorah, the 

same Menorah of this week’s Torah portion, once a symbol of the loss of Jerusalem, was now becoming the 

symbol of a nation about to be reborn.  
 

In 1948, attempting to determine a national symbol for the newly born State of Israel, Prime Minister David 

Ben Gurion chose the Menorah encircled by two olive branches for the seal of the newborn state. The seven-

candled Menorah, the exact same one that had been carved on the Arch of Titus, nearly 2000 years earlier, 

became the seal of Israel.  
 

The role of Aaron’s sons, the kohanim, was to make sure that the Menorah was always taken care of. It had to 

be recurrently cleaned; the flames continually lifted and burning, showing their light.  
 

As modern Jews, it is our mandate, our responsibility, to keep the flames continually burning; to lift our 

spiritual lives through the values that this Menorah represents. Today, we don’t have the 

physical Menorah that requires that kind of attention. But, as spiritual and committed Jews, we still must keep 

the fire burning.  
 

In the Hebrew language, flame and enthusiasm have the same root. This is a very compelling message: through 

our resolute enthusiasm, we keep the flames of Judaism burning bright. 

Shabbat Shalom! 

 
Rabbi Eliseo D. Rozenwasser 


