
As we approach this Shabbat, which should have been a festive and celebratory transition from Lag B’Omer into the 

peace of Shabbat, we need to pause for a moment to acknowledge the tragedy that took place in Israel yesterday, as 

big crowds gathered in Mount Meron, in North Israel, for their Lag B’Omer celebration. 

 

We have no words to either explain what happened or, even less, to offer comfort to the large number of families 

which have been directly affected by this tragedy; one of the largest non-war tragedies in the history of the State of 

Israel. 

 

And it is with sadness and a deep sense of grief that we now transition into this Shabbat, designated as Shabbat 

Emor.  

 

Emor, is the imperative form of the verb ‘to speak.’ Interesting enough, different forms of this verb (leemor) appear 

three times in this very first verse of our Torah portion this week. God speaks to Moshe asking him to speak to 

the Kohanim.  

 

This is an invitation for us to reflect on the importance and centrality of communication in our belief system and in 

our human relationships. God tells Moshe to speak to the Kohanim. What would that have looked like if we were 

not been blessed with the gift of speech? 

 

From the beginning of the Biblical narrative, God ‘speaks.’ This is then confirmed and reinforced by our human 

ability to communicate through words, gestures, body language and silence. 

 

As someone who is particularly interested in human relationships, I pay close attention to the use of language. We 

have an amazing, God given, tool in our ability to say things, to express the way we feel and the way we think. 

Relationships can be more easily understood when we pay close attention and are perceptive of the nuances and 

details of communication patterns; both when we speak and when we choose to remain silent. This is true for our 

religious system and is also true for each one of the relationships that we are a part of. 

 

On this Shabbat Emor we are invited not only to speak but also to pay delicate attention to the way we speak, 

recognizing that words have the potential to encourage life or, at the same time, to take life away.  

 

Similar to the way in which Aaron responded to the deaths of his two sons, Nadav and Avihu, through silence, we 

might need to respond to the tragedy in Israel right before Shabbat; not because we have no feelings, but because our 

feelings overpower any words that we might try to utter. We choose to be with the mourners and comfort them, not 

through speech but through silence. 

 

Then Shabbat will arrive and in spite of our heavy hearts, we will welcome Shabbat through song and prayer. 

 

Shabbat Shalom! 
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