
This week’s Torah portion is a combined one, Aharei Mot/Kedoshim. These chapters in 
the Book of Leviticus stand at the center of our Torah. We are, these days, roughly half 
way through between Beresheet, the very beginning of the Torah, and the end of the 
Torah, with the conclusion of Parshat Vezot Habrakhah in the Book of Deuteronomy. (If 
we were in the Sanctuary, reading from a Torah scroll, I would call your attention to the 
fact that when we do Hagbah on this Shabbat, the scroll seems to be evenly split 
between the right hand and the left hand).  
 

In addition, content wise, I will claim that this is a section in the Torah where Heaven 
and Earth meet. The Torah speaks about Kedushah, about holiness, and at the same 
time, the same Torah, speaks about very practical, very mundane instructions on how to 
attain Kedushah.  
 

We don’t need to join spiritual retreats or withdraw from our human desires in order to 
attain Kedushah. The Torah teaches us that, in order to come closer to God, to act in a 
more Divine way, we have to be devotedly and completely human.  
 

“You shall not insult the deaf, or place a stumbling block before the blind. You shall fear 
your God; I am Adonai.” (Leviticus 19:14) 

 

I would like to suggest that this one verse, very eloquently summarizes my point. We 
become holy by acting in a totally humane way. There have been many attempts to 
justify why or how these two prohibitions bring us closer to God and to holiness. 
 

My claim is that, as human as they sound, the Torah brings these expectations to our 
attention because our natural tendency would be to disregard them. Then the Torah 
comes in and reminds us that by following these rules we come one step closer to a 
God-like behavior. 
 

A physical disability is one of the many reasons why we might be in a position of power 
vis a vis another human being. The teaching in this week’s Torah portion urges us not to 
use that edge, not to use that advantage for our own benefit. Be human. While others 
might choose not to, your religious and moral obligation is to act in the most sensitive 
way you possibly can. 
 

The verse from this Parsha presents this teaching with a negative spin. Even without 
the negative spin of the curse or the stumbling block, I will suggest that we include the 
blind and the deaf, or anyone with any disability, in whatever we do in a way that they 
can enjoy as much as we do. Not only eliminate the curse and the stumbling block, but 
bring them in. Bring them in for them to enjoy the same that we enjoy, the blessing of 
being alive! 
 

Shabbat Shalom! 
  
Rabbi Eliseo D. Rozenwasser 

 


