
It is almost impossible to address and study this Shabbat’s Torah portion and ignore the fact that, right at the 

end of this Shabbat, we will be celebrating one of the most significant moments, one of the highlights, of the 

Jewish calendar; Passover (Pesah) is here! 
 

The Torah portion this Shabbat is Tzav, which is a continuation of the theme of the previous 

section, Vayikra, which was read last week.  
 

The connection between the contents of these last two parshiot, with the very detailed system of animal and 

grain offerings, and the Holy Day of Passover is fascinating.  
 

When we check the biblical narrative of this Festival, we immediately realize that the preparation for the 

exodus and what ends up being ‘Pesah Mitzrayim,’ the very first Pesah that our ancestors observed as they 

were about to leave Egypt, is marked by an offering.  
 

“…each of them shall take a lamb to a family, a lamb to a household…and all the assembled congregation of 

the Israelites shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the doorposts and the 

lintel of the houses in which they are to eat it…they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and 

bitter herbs.” (Exodus 12:3-8) 
 

This very detailed description of what the Israelites were about to do with the lamb is, at the same time, 

evidence of a great deal of care in selecting the animal that was about to be offered, which represents supreme 

care in giving God the proper gift, and a defiant, irreverent attitude towards the host civilization. 
 

The Sages interpret the slaughtering of a lamb in public, which the Egyptians would never do, and marking the 

doorposts with its blood, as a loud proclamation of psychological liberation from any fear of Egyptian opinion. 

This psychological liberation was necessary before the physical liberation. We know this from our own life 

experiences, do we jump into something new if we are not psychologically and emotionally ready? Most likely 

we will not. 
 

Pesah marks then, in addition to physical liberation an affirmation of a strong identity through a public display 

of our exclusive allegiance and loyalty to God, and not to any human oppressor. 
 

We know that the blood on the doorposts is the origin of the mezuzah. Still today, we identify our Jewish 

homes with mezuzot. We celebrate Passover once a year. We celebrate our Jewish identity every time that we 

walk through the entrances of our homes and our gates and we feel deeply appreciative as we see 

the mezuzot protecting those entrances and gates.  
 

The Passover Offering (Korban Pesah) is the first organized offering that was suggested to the Israelites in 

Egypt. The system got much more sophisticated and complex. The priests ended up having to be trained to 

administer this complex system of offerings.  
 

With the destruction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem, that practice of offering animal sacrifices was, ipso 

facto, discontinued. We still have remnants and symbols which became a part of the Seder plate. We can also 

recognize reminders of this abandoned system in the way our worship services have been structured and are 

regularly conducted. 
 

The practice of sacrificial offerings, in the way it started at the time of the exodus, and was developed further, 

later in the desert and the way this practice is described in the first few readings in the Book of Leviticus; 

might feel outdated. On the other hand, the profound connection with Freedom that the system of sacrificial 

offerings represents, and the deep connection with the One Who gives us that Freedom remain whole, remain 

intact, remain relevant. 
 

Even when the sacrificial system had been discontinued many centuries before, the 19
th
 Century Hassidic 

leader, Rabbi Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter, usually referred to by the name of his most famous book, the Sfat 

Emet, reads the commandment to keep the fire on the altar continually burning, which is part of the Torah 



reading this Shabbat, as a hint for sustained enthusiasm and engagement; and invitation to never give up, never 

let the religious fervor diminish or disappear.  
 

May we, 21
st
 Century Jews, be successful in keeping the enthusiasm and in staying engaged, as we rejoice in 

our connection with God and with the Freedom that God gifted us with, during our renovated Passover 

celebrations in the days ahead.  
 

Shabbat Shalom and a Happy Passover! 
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