
This week’s double Torah portion, Vayakhel-Pekudei, brings the Book of Exodus to its close.  
 

Under this header (Book of Exodus or Shemot), we have events that include the children of Jacob escaping the 

famine in their native Canaan and coming down to Egypt; their growth and development following their 

settling in the new land, and the rise of a new Pharaoh ‘who did not know Joseph’ (and therefore decided to 

enslave the Children of Israel). 
 

The transition from being a few tribes connected to Patriarch Jacob, into a ‘nation within our nation,’ which 

makes the new Pharaoh concerned and fearful that they might join the enemy, is extremely fast. 
 

Subsequently, we learn about the harsh treatment that the Egyptians used in their effort to dominate the Jews. 

This leads to Moses being chosen by God to become the leader of the enslaved nation. And this sequence of 

events brings the biblical text into a somehow detailed narrative of the events that will lead to the Exodus; the 

plagues, the parting of the waters of the Sea of Reeds and everything that we will be celebrating in two weeks, 

as we will be sitting around our Passover tables, in person or virtually, to retell the story from slavery into 

freedom. 
 

And quickly we learn that freedom is not enough. Following, immediately after the exodus from Egypt, the 

narrative brings us to the foot of Mount Sinai to receive Torah. There we stay for quite an extended period of 

time. According to Midrashic material, at Mount Sinai, God taught Moses the entire Torah! 
 

The moment God is done with teaching Moses the whole Torah, right from God’s mouth, and right after God 

has given Moses the Tablets containing these teachings, right at that moment, the event of the Golden Calf 

dramatically disrupts this process and God’s relationship with the Children of Israel. 
 

Only a successful resolution of this major deviation from the original plan, will make room for the building of 

the Tabernacle, a place for God’s permanence within the camp and in close proximity to the people. God 

forgives, and the Mishkan will become the symbol of this forgiveness and ability to move forward in the 

relationship.  
 

As we reach the last few chapters in the book, there is a fascinating shift. The text will not speak about any 

new happenings, the text will not offer any new blueprints describing what needs to be done. The text will now 

offer a detailed account of the materials that were utilized in the construction of the Tabernacle. 
 

“All the gold that was used for the work, in all the work of the sanctuary – the elevation offering of gold – 

came to 29 talents and 730 shekels by the sanctuary weigh. The silver of those of the community who were 

recorded came to 100 talents and 1,775 shekels by the sanctuary weight: a half-shekel a head, half a shekel by 

the sanctuary weight for each one who was entered in the records, from the age of twenty years up, 603,550 

men.” (Exodus 38:24-26) 
 

What is all this accounting for? Were the rabbis mindful of Tax Day and therefore included this section here as 

a reminder that April 15
th
 is around the corner and that we have to have our tax returns ready?  

 

Different sources of Rabbinic literature connect this detailed statement with the belief that (as quoted in the Etz 

Hayim Hummash) ‘leaders of the community must be above any suspicion of personal aggrandizement. The 

family that prepared the incense for the Temple services would never let their relatives wear perfume, lest 

some people suspect them of using Temple incense for their personal benefit.’ 
 

Being a leader in the community demands extreme transparency on the part of the leaders. There should be no 

doubt of anyone taking advantage of their position for personal gain. 
 

During my years in the rabbinate, I have actually seen the opposite. I have seen Synagogue leaders who, 

because of their total and boundaryless dedication to communal needs, put their business at risk, completely 

disregarding their own personal interests, to the extreme where they either lost their business or it took them a 

huge effort to bring it back to where it was before their volunteering. 



 

The Book of Exodus, at the very end and in connection with the building of the Tabernacle, comes back full 

circle to teach us not only about how to serve God through a magnificently designed structure and an 

extremely detailed execution of the plan by very talented artisans, but, more importantly, to honor and serve 

God by the way the leaders of the community conduct themselves and portray a compelling image of 

impeccable conduct. 
 

We learn from these last portions in the Book of Exodus that, to be leaders in the community carries not only 

the challenge of the task itself, but also the obligation to exemplify an incontestable way to act. 
 

May we always be blessed with community leaders who honor God by standing up to these challenges and 

highest standards. 
 

Shabbat Shalom! 
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