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This Shabbat brings an interesting juxtaposition of the message of the holiday of Purim, which we have 
just observed, with Parshat Tetzave.  Parshat Tetzave opens with the theme of the Ner Tamid, the 
‘permanent light,’ according to the Etz Hayim Hummash translation, or the ‘eternal light,’ as the 
translation of my choice.  
 
No coincidence, Thursday night and Friday morning we read the following verses from Megillat Esther: 
 
“And Mordechai went forth from the presence of the king in royal apparel of blue and white, and with a 
great crown of gold, and with a robe of fine linen and purple; and the city of Shushan shouted and was 
glad. 
 
The Jews had light and gladness, and joy and honor. (ַלְּיהּוִדים, ָהְיָתה אֹוָרה ְוִׂשְמָחה, ְוָׂשׂשֹן, ִויָקר). 
 
And in every province, and in every city, whithersoever the king’s commandment and his decree came, 
the Jews had gladness and joy, a feast and a good day. And many from among the peoples of the land 
became Jews; for the fear of the Jews was fallen upon them.” 
 
      (Megillat Esther Chapter 8 -Verses 15-17) 
 
We have, in the text of the Megillah, an expression that speaks about joy. This joy, in a very powerful 
way, is associated with light; the same light that in this week’s portion is referred to as Ner.  
 
This line from the Megillah, about the light of gladness and joy and honor, has become a part of the 
weekly Havdallah ceremony that we have every week at the end of each Shabbat.  We transition, every 
week, from Shabbat into the routine, the unholiness, of the week, with this wish for light, gladness, joy 
and honor. 
 
Shabbat, every Shabbat, and for this purpose also every Jewish holiday, brings light and honor and 
celebration into our lives. As we conclude Shabbat, we wish that that light, that permanent light, that 
‘Eternal Light,’ will stay with us throughout the week and, it is our wish that it will last until next 
Shabbat. 
 
Regardless of the accurate historic value of the story, the celebration of Purim brings the same concept 
to mind. We wish, we strive for the moment when darkness will dissipate and will make room for light; 
the moment in which, not only us Jews, but women and men of every faith, ethnicity and nationality, 
will join together in a concerted effort to bringing light into the world. 
 
I find it fascinating, as I share these thoughts with you, to hear the similarity between the message of 
the holiday of Hanukkah, which we observed and celebrated not too long ago, with the light coming out 
of the Hanukkah candles, the light that the Jews of Shushan experienced at the end of the story of 
Esther the way we find it in the Megillah and the light which becomes noticeable and evident at the end 
of every Shabbat, through the Havdallah ceremony that we conduct every week. 
 
These three moments, Hanukkah, Purim, Havdallah, they all overlap with a powerful message and, at 
the same time, a question. The powerful message is the strong symbolism of light, light as opposed to 
darkness, light as a symbol of joy and celebration; the question, how do we, each one of us, brings more 



light into the world? How do we, through our thoughts, ideas and actions, bring more light into the 
world? 
 
On this Shabbat Tetzave, on this Shabbat when we learn about the Ner Tamid, the eternal/permanent 
light, it is my prayer that we will all turn into lights that will help dissipate the darkness, the deep 
darkness that surrounds us.  
 
Shabbat Shalom! 
 
Rabbi Eliseo D. Rozenwasser 


