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As, in anticipation of this Shabbat, I am about to share my thoughts with you, the needs of the people in 
the State of Texas are palpable. Just to state the obvious, Texas has been deeply affected by shortages 
of power and lack of drinking water due to the severity of the storms of last week. This week’s Torah 
portion teaches about giving. What has happened to the people of Texas; no heat, no drinking water, 
nowhere to go for shelter, is a very compelling reason for us to act in accordance to the teachings of this 
week’s Torah portion; to give and to give as generously as we can. 
 
This week’s Torah portion is Trumah. Also, because this is the Shabbat preceding the holiday of Purim, 
this Shabbat is referred to as Shabbat Zakhor as well. In addition to the regular Torah portion, we read 
verses for Zakhor, from the Book of Deuteronomy.  
 
I can detect a contradiction between the concept of trumah, as stated in this week’s Torah portion, and 
the concept of zakhor, remember, as articulated in Deuteronomy. Let’s keep in mind that the context 
provided in the Book of Deuteronomy for this remembering is:  
 
“Remember what the Amalekites did to you along the way when you came out of Egypt. When you were 
weary and worn out, they met you on your journey and attacked all who were lagging behind; they had 
no fear of God. When the Lord your God gives you rest from all the enemies around you in the land, God 
is giving you to possess as an inheritance, you shall blot out the name of Amalek from under heaven. Do 
not forget!” (Deuteronomy 25:17-19) 
 
A few years ago, I met a Holocaust survivor who took the words of Deuteronomy to heart. This 
individual was extremely energetic and spent many years of his life rescuing, literally rescuing, Torah 
scrolls from Eastern European countries, where, before the Nazi regime, there used to be thriving Jewish 
communities. He would work with local people who helped him smuggle these Torah scrolls out of their 
country of origin and would bring them to the US. Once in the US, he would pay for these scrolls to be 
restored and would donate them to be used in active congregations. In his own words, bringing these 
forgotten scrolls out of Europe to turn them into ‘active’ Sifrei Torah, was not only an act of love, but 
also a mitzvah which enabled him to fulfill the commandment in Deuteronomy: “Do not forget!” 
 
I had several discussions with him how he could continue with his life, be a productive member of 
society, raise children and grandchildren in a healthy environment, and still not be able to let go of his 
anger. Invariably, every time I brought up the question, I was given the same reply: “It is not for me to 
forgive. Only the victims can forgive. Therefore, I fulfill my mandate, which is not to forget; to 
remember.” 
 
Now, let’s go back to Shemot, to this week’s Torah portion. 
 
Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter (1847-1905) more commonly known as the Sfat Emet, one of the most 
prominent among the Gerer Rabbis, explained the meaning of this week’s Torah portion as follows: 
 
“The Midrash Tanhuma quotes: “I have given you good teaching” (Prov. 4:2). [The term lekah (teaching) 
can also refer to something acquired by purchase.]  
 
It offers a parable of two merchants, one who has silk and the other peppers. Once they exchange their 
goods, each is again deprived of that which the other has. But if there are two scholars, one who has 
mastered the Order of Zera’im and the other who knows the Order of Mo’ed, once they teach each 



other, each has both orders. The point is that each one of Israel has a particular portion within Torah, 
yet it is also Torah that joins all our souls together. That is why Torah is called “perfect, restoring the 
soul” (Ps. 19:8). We become one through the power of Torah; it is “an inheritance of the assembly of 
Jacob” (Deut. 33:4). We receive from one another the distinctive viewpoint that belongs to each of us… 
The same was true in the building of the mishkan. Each one gave his own offering, but they were all 
joined together by the tabernacle, until they became one. Only then did they merit the Shechinah’s 
presence.”  
 
This teaching from the Sfat Emet highlights the concept of Terumah, gift, which is connected with the 
concept of elevating. When the gift is offered with an open heart, both giver and receiver end up 
elevated, end up with more because they bring in the Shechinah, God’s Presence.  
 
This is where I find the tension between this week’s Torah portion and the additional reading for 
Shabbat Zakhor; how can we give with an open heart if we are ‘heavy’ with the obligation to remember 
all the wrongdoers who have, one way or another, tried to annihilate the Jewish People? [By the way, 
the connection between Purim and Shabbat Zakhor is that Haman, the villain in the story of Megillat 
Ester, was considered a descendant of Amalek; if not blood related, definitely in his attempt to destroy 
the Jewish people.]  
 
I will have to admit that the act of giving itself, can become the path that will help us mature and, 
hopefully, enhance our ability to remember but without bitterness. We remember with the clear goal to 
stop history from repeating itself. In order to detect, very early in the process, when Amalek is about to 
attack again, we must remember; we cannot forget. We remember in a mature way when pay back or 
vengeance are not the ultimate goal. 
 
In the same way as my friend told me that it is not for him to forgive, that is for the victims; it is not for 
us to avenge the wrongdoings of man against man, which so often, made us the victims. By 
remembering we remain alert so these wrongdoings will not repeat over and over again. 
 
At the end, we will have to accept that both giving and remembering are part of the same pathos. We 
have to give. To give is a mitzvah, a religious obligation. But as the Sfat Emet puts it, we must give in a 
way which helps both the giver and the recipient to be enriched by this act of giving. The more we give 
the richer we become. 
 
Shabbat Shalom! 
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