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We reach this climax in the cycle of the Torah reading with a sense of anxiety and anticipation. What 
actually happens in this week’s Torah portion? We are ALL standing at Mount Sinai ready to receive 
Torah. Are we ready? Are you ready? Am I ready? 
 
This is a really tough question. What will inform me if I am ready? As much as I could take a ‘rabbinic’ 
escape route by saying ‘I am ALWAYS ready to receive Torah! (and so should you!),’ I will not do that. I 
will honor the doubt, and, if you share the hesitation, I will invite you to honor yours as well. 
 
Ma’amad Har Sinai, as it is usually referred to, the event at Mount Sinai, has inspired many midrashim. 
In response to a very matter of fact description of what happened, the rabbis occupy themselves letting 
their imagination fly and come up with all kind of teachings as they try to fully understand the events 
described in this Parsha.  
 
Among the diverse interpretations, there is one that describes Mount Sinai as a wedding canopy, a 
huppah, where the marriage of God to the People of Israel was sanctioned. This is based on the verse 
that describes the People of Israel as being at the bottom of Mount Sinai, or more literally, ‘under the 
mountain,’ as if Mount Sinai was a wedding canopy.  
 
If we follow this interpretation, in this marriage between God and the Children of Israel, the Torah is the 
‘ring,’ the tangible, visible, binding element in the relationship. 
 
This coming Sunday morning, through a Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs sponsored program, we will 
be paying particular attention to the mitzvah of Tefillin (don’t miss it, February 7th, starting at 9 AM). In 
the process of putting on Tefillin, we are invited to repeat the words of the Prophet Hoshea: “And I will 
marry (betroth) you forever: I will marry (betroth) you with righteousness and justice, and with 
goodness and mercy, And I will marry (betroth) you with faithfulness; then you shall be devoted to 
Adonai.”  
(Hoshea 2:21-22) 
 
Both Torah as the binding element of the relationship and repeating the words of the Prophet Hoshea 
on a daily basis, both, tempt us to look at our relationship with God as one with the same level of 
sanctity as the relationship of love between two individuals. 
 
A loving relationship between two individuals has a myriad of beautiful expectations; some of them 
fulfilled and at other times having to endure a certain level of disappointment. In a similar fashion, our 
relationship with God is filled with expectations. We try our best for those expectations to be translated 
into meaningful experiences. Sometimes we need to wait a little longer to find the true meaning of our 
experiences. 
 
Both the text in Shemot and the text from Hosea speak to the qualities of our relationships, not only 
with God but, by extension with others. 
 
We understand from these texts the commitment, the work, the courage that relationships require. 
Tenacity, hard work and risk taking are part of what we need for a relationship to feel rewarding. 
 



When it comes to our ‘marriage’ with God, the Synagogue is the place par excellence (the makom) 
where we practice this relationship. Needless to say, we cannot limit this relationship to Synagogue 
physical space, but the holiness of this relationship finds its roots, its core within the Synagogue and 
then it expands, mushrooms into the world. Inspired by this relationship we engage in acts of Tikkun 
Olam, repairing the World.  
 
As we develop and grow in our relationship with God, while in the Synagogue, we do not only connect 
with God; we also connect with other seekers who have similar motivations, we connect with our 
collective past, with our own individual past, with our present, our current reality and, hopefully, we 
also see a path to the future. 
 
The holiness of every moment in this path is remarkable. In our relationship with our Synagogue as the 
makom where we find God, no different than in other relationships and honoring the holiness of the 
relationship, we need to be faithful, we need to be honest, we need to work hard, we need to resist the 
normal temptations fed by whimsical dreams.  
 
There are times when, after hard work and self-scrutiny, we come to the conclusion that any given 
relationship needs to come to an end. When, God forbid, that time comes, uncompromised honesty will 
be needed to end one relationship before we are ready to start a new one. 
 
May Matan Torah, the act of receiving the Torah of this Shabbat, and our learnings about the binding 
element in the Tefillin from this Sunday’s program, inform and inspire us so we will bring a new level of 
holiness into each one of our relationships.  
 
Shabbat Shalom! 
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