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Shalom! 
  
As Jews around the world open a new book in the weekly Torah reading cycle, I am opening a new book 
in the way I communicate with you, TBI members. 
  
Interestingly enough, Parshat Shemot, this week’s Torah portion, opens a brand new chapter in the 
narrative. The Parsha starts by telling us the names of Jacob’s children (Semot b’nai Yisrael) who came 
to Egypt. And then we are informed, very matter of fact, that Joseph died. 
  
The next paragraph is the one which is capturing my attention: 
  
“A new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph.” (Exodus 1:8) 
  
One short verse. How much information and how consequential is the information that is packed into 
this one short verse! 
  
We can easily say that this one short verse is the key to everything that will follow, everything that will 
happen afterwards. The drama of slavery, the drama of fear, the drama of discrimination is 
encapsulated in this one affirmation, ‘a new king who did not know Joseph.’ (!!) 
  
The Etz Hayim Humash, in trying to interpret this verse says: “The usual rendering ‘to know,’ hardly does 
justice to the richness of the meanings, which include emotions and relatedness as well as the intellect.” 
How much do we miss when we do not know the other; when we run away from finding ways to get to 
know the other person. Often, we are so immersed in our own selves that we neglect others who are 
desperately trying to break through barriers and create ways to know each other. 
  
This is one of the many reasons why I am starting this new weekly Torah portion discussion. I don’t want 
history to repeat itself. The cost of this new king who did not know Joseph has been extremely high; too 
high in my opinion! 
  
And we keep paying the price of not knowing each other over and over again. Not knowing each other 
generates fear, mistrust, discrimination and bias, among many other negative consequences. 
  
We cannot turn the clock backwards. History is not like an old movie or video game where you rewind 
the tape and come up with a different ending to the story. The new Book of Exodus is telling us that we 
have turned the page; we have opened a new book. Genesis has been closed until next year. Now it is 
Exodus’s turn. In the opening of this new book we need to renew our efforts and get to know each 
other. 
  
These weekly Divrei Torah will be one of the many avenues for you, TBI family, to know me. I look 
forward for opportunities for me to get to know you as well. 
  
Shabbat Shalom! 
  
Rabbi Eliseo D. Rozenwasser 
 


