
The central theme of this week’s Torah portion, Noah, is the Flood. Noah is 
right at the center. He is the main character in the story. We all know the 
story. God is unhappy with the way things are going and decides to start all 
over again. Noah happens to be, relatively speaking, the individual who was 
the closest to God’s plan. Through Noah, God decides to save humanity. 
 
Let’s make it clear, we Jews don’t have any ownership over this story. As 
much as the Torah has placed Noah as part of the Abrahamitic lineage, and 
made his story a part of a series of foundational Biblical stories, we cannot 
say that the story of the Flood is a typically Jewish story. Many other 
civilizations have the same or similar stories.  There are Mesopotamian 
flood stories, there are similar stories in Hinduism, in Greek mythology, 
and also in indigenous cultures such as the Mayan and other Central 
American civilizations. 
 
Still, in the Jewish tradition, the story of Noah is the backdrop against 
which the figure of Abraham will be built. 
 
The Rabbis cannot agree on Noah’s qualities. There are those who claim 
that Noah was a Tzadik only when he was compared to the wicked 
individuals of his generation. Only because of the reproachable qualities of 
his contemporaries, Noah was perceived as a righteous person, a Tzadik. 
 
Other Rabbinic authorities will claim exactly the opposite. Only someone 
who is of a higher quality could succeed in keeping him or herself clean and 
righteous and still show higher qualities in such a corrupted environment. 
That same individual would have unquestionably excelled in a society with 
higher morals. 
 
Recognizing that through this week’s Parsha we get the Jewish version of 
the story of the Flood, I am equally fascinated by certain details in the 
narrative and by certain omissions. The text is very explicit about the size of 
the Ark. Translating cubits into our measuring system, we should be 
comfortable to say that the Ark was 450 feet long and 75 feet wide and 45 
feet high. The text is very laconic when it comes to the building process. 
Only one verse: “Noah did so; just as God commanded him, so he did.” 
(Genesis 6:22) 
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Really? Noah completed this project, this humongous project, and no one 
asked him: “Why?” Or, “What’s going on?” Or, “Are you out of your mind?” 
Or, “Do you know something that we should know?” 
 
I will challenge you by asking you to come up with a few questions that you 
would have asked, had you been in that scenario.  
 
Where did Noah hide the Ark while he was building it? It is extremely 
surprising to me that Noah’s hard work did not spark anyone’s curiosity. 
Or, maybe, a sign of a corrupted society is when people do not care about 
the other. This is reflected on the fact that they were not even curious to ask 
about something that, most likely, looked unusual. 
 
Let’s fast forward and bring this story to the here and now. If you see your 
neighbors building a huge ark, would you stop and ask something? Or 
would you ignore them the way Noah and his family were apparently 
ignored at their time? 
 
A good way to measure the health of a society is by looking at how 
individuals care about each other and how they join with each other and 
help each other at times of need and join with them at times of celebration. 
 
In Judaism we have very specific rules about how we have to act when, God 
forbid, someone we know loses a relative; they sit Shiva and we have the 
obligation to come and spend time with them, and bring relief to their 
tormented souls (Nihum Avelim). When someone is in the hospital, we 
have the religious obligation to visit them (Bikkur Holim). When someone 
is ready to pray, we join them and form a minyan. When someone is about 
to study, we join them and become part of their hevruta. These few 
examples speak to the fact that the Rabbis saw a healing value in our ability 
to connect with each other. The circumstances might be very different, the 
answer is so similar! Connect! Reach out, be present in the other person’s 
life and, when and if possible, in a meaningful way. 
 
Over and over again, Judaism teaches us that we have the obligation 
(mitzvah) to involve ourselves in the lives of ‘the other’ in order to help 
them in making their lives better. We don’t stay away, quite the opposite, 
we get involved and help wherever our help might be needed. 
 



So, in spite of the pandemic, or, because of the pandemic, let’s learn from 
this week’s Torah portion. Contrary to what Noah’s contemporaries did, 
let’s make an extra effort, let’s go ‘the extra mile,’ to get ourselves involved. 
By doing so let’s add quality to the lives of our peers. 
 
For this one week then, let’s allow the meaning of TBI to become, ‘To Be 
Involved.’ 
 
Inspired by Noah’s story, we, members of TBI, will find more and new ways 
To Be Involved! 
 
Ken Yehi Ratzon! May this be God’s will! 
 
Shabbat Shalom! 
 
Rabbi Eliseo D. Rozenwasser 


