
It was only a few days ago that we were engaged in the study of the Parshyot in the last 
book of the Torah, Devarim; today we find ourselves returning back to the beginning as 
we have just started Bereshit all over again. 
 

This approach is wrong. It contains a misconception built into it. As I tried to explain 
from the bimah this past Simhat Torah, this is not a typical concluding of the last book 
and going back to the beginning. 
 

The Rabbis look at the enterprise of studying Torah as a continuum; there is no end and 
there is no beginning. The study of Torah is cyclical and, no matter where we get started, 
eventually, we will go through the five books over and over again. Every time that we 
come back to any of the five books, we have renewed opportunities to learn something 
that we might have missed or something we might have not learned any of the times 
prior to this one. 
 

Interestingly enough, Rashi, the traditional biblical commentator, teaches that young 
children should be started on their study of Torah with the Book of Leviticus. What is 
the reason for this somehow odd suggestion? Rashi’s teaching is based on Midrash 
Tanhuma. The justification for this interpretation is that children’s souls are pure and, 
therefore, they should start their study of Torah with material that involves purity, such 
as the Temple sacrificial system. 
 

This explanation seems to reinforce the fact that there is no specific place to start. 
Depending on the circumstances we can choose different places; the important concept 
here is not to disrupt the continuity and to make sure that we are always engaged in the 
study of Torah. 
 

The cycle of Torah study should never be disrupted. 
 

As human beings we are inclined to follow patterns of behavior, which, in essence, are 
also cyclical, repetitive and following a pattern. In theories of family therapy, we refer to 
these patterns as ‘Family Legacy.’ 
 

Do you remember 1974 Harry Chapin’s song “Cat’s in the Cradle”? This song painfully 
reflects one example of these patterns. The song is about a father who is too busy to 
spend time with his son, instead offering vague promises to spend time with him in the 
future. 
 

In time, the boy grows up to become a man very much like his father, focused on career 
and other personal pursuits at the expense of family relations. As the father grows old 
and finally has time to look back on his life, he deeply desires to get to know his adult 
son and have a meaningful relationship with him. 
 

Sadly, the father comes to realize that his son is absorbed with the same materialistic 
priorities he had, and so a close relationship will never happen. The last verse concludes 
with this sad line: "And as I hung up the phone it occurred to me; he'd grown up just like 
me—my boy was just like me." 
 



There are patterns, there are cycles that we must invest a great deal of effort to break 
them. These are the patterns that represent risks of breaks in our relationships. There 
are other patterns, other cycles that, on the other hand, are positive, are healthy and we 
should do everything within our power to perpetuate them, for these patterns to 
continue. 
 

As we move into this new cycle in the reading of the Torah, let’s make sure that we keep 
and feed the healthy patterns in our lives. Let’s make sure that we transmit our love of 
Torah to our children and to anyone who might be interested in adding themselves to 
these practices. 
 

As the Talmud says (Kiddushin 39b) “These are the deeds that yield immediate fruit and 
continue to yield fruit in time to come…and the study of Torah is the most basic of them 
all.” 
 

Regardless of where you decide to break the cycle, once you break in into the habit of 
studying Torah, let’s make sure that we don’t abandon this very rewarding practice. 

 
Shabbat Shalom! 

 
Rabbi Eliseo D. Rozenwasser 


