
This week’s Torah portion, Ki Tavo, describes, in very bold terms, the consequences of 
not following God’s commandments. In traditional terms this section is referred to as 
the ‘tokhekha.’ 
 
I usually refer to the theology behind these verses as “Biblical Theology.” Biblical 
Theology is very simple and straight forward. If Israel does well and acts according to 
God’s rules everything will go well; “Blessed shall you be in the city and blessed shall you 
be in the country. Blessed shall be the issue of your womb, the produce of your soil, and 
the offspring of your cattle, the calving of your herd and the lambing of your flock.” 
(Deuteronomy 28:3-4) 
 
What follows in this chapter, which is core to Biblical Theology, is plain and simple non-
symmetrical consequences to Israel not following God’s rules. What I mean by ‘non-
symmetrical’ is the fact that there are about fifteen verses describing what will happen 
when Israel follows God’s commandments and over fifty verses describing the terrible 
consequences for Israel not following God’s commandments.  These consequences 
include being attacked and dominated by powerful armies and kings and being taken 
into exile. 
 
This has actually happened in Jewish History, not once but twice! Jerusalem was 
destroyed both  in 586 B.C. E. and in the year 70 of the Common Era. Both times the 
Temple was destroyed and Jews were taken into exile. The Temple was rebuilt after the 
Babylonian exile. It has never been rebuilt after the Roman destruction. 
 
The theology presented in these chapters in the Book of Deuteronnomy has 
psychological and practical consequences. Israel saw its military defeats as a direct 
consequence of God’s intervention in history. Israel abandoning the mitzvot woke up 
God’s anger and, as a punishment, Israel was taken into exile. Israel’s rectified behavior 
and repentance will lead to God’s forgiveness and, eventually, to the end of exile. This is 
often the message of the Prophets of Israel. Through their ministry, the Prophets, 
persuade the Children of Israel to repent and, as soon as that happens, God will see and 
forgive. Only then Israel will regain its sovereignty. 
 
An expression of this theology found its way into our liturgy. In the traditional version of 
the Musaf Amidah we have the line ‘mipnei hattaenu galinu-because of our sins we were 
taken into exile.’ At the time when we manifest our admitted yearning and desire to go 
back to the practices of the old days when there was a Temple in Jerusalem; right there, 
at the same time, we admit that that privilege was lost because of our own, not personal, 
but collective transgressions. 
 
This theological position lead, throughout history, to passivity. As long as we are good, 
God will take care of our wellbeing and our national safety and continuity. This theology 
does not allow for Israel to take its political future in its own hands. It is not a 
theologically acceptable option. This is the reason why those who line up with more 
traditional religious groups were (and are) opposed to political Zionism. This became 
more evident since the origins of Zionism as a political movement. Traditional religious 



Judaism will argue that a Jewish State can only be a reality when the Messiah arrives. It 
cannot be the result of human action. 
 
How different is our perception today! We know that the future of the State of Israel is 
in our hands. In the hands of those who live in Israel primarily, since they serve in the 
IDF and are part of Israel’s day to day life; its accomplishments and its progress. 
 
The future of the State of Israel is also in the hands of the so many of us who have 
chosen to live outside of Israel. We have the moral and historic obligation to actively 
support the State of Israel. We can materialize this support through affiliation with 
Israeli organizations, philanthropic work directed to the wellbeing of those who live in 
Israel, investing in Israel through Israel Bonds or simply visiting Israel every time that 
an opportunity presents itself. Bringing our American dollars through frequent visits is 
also a big help to Israel’s economy. 
 
As we approach the High Holy Days season and we evaluate and re-evaluate our 
connection with our Jewish roots, this is also the perfect season to think carefully; 
maybe there is one more thing which we have not done until now but we can now add to 
what we have already been doing for Israel. 
 
Shabbat Shalom! 
 
Rabbi Eliseo D. Rozenwasser 


