
Shabbat Shalom! 

On this very special Shabbat, Shabbat Shuvah, the Shabbat between Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur, we read Parshat Vayelekh.  

Different than most Shabbatot, the name of this Shabbat, is based on the Haftarah that we 

read. This Shabbat’s Haftarah opens with the words ‘Shuvah Yisrael ad Adonai Elohekha – 

Return O Israel to Adonai your God;’ therefore the appellation Shabbat Shuvah. 

The opening of the Torah portion, on the other hand, introduces a very poignant moment of 

transition in leadership. The mantle of leadership is being transferred from Moses to Joshua. 

Moses says to Joshua: “Be strong and resolute, for it is you who shall go with this people into 

the land that Adonai swore to their fathers to give them, and it is you who shall apportion it to 

them. And Adonai will go before you. Adonai will be with you; Adonai will not fail you or forsake 

you. Fear not, and be not dismayed!” (Deuteronomy 31:7-8) 

Following these emotional words and as a separate act, we find Moshe writing down this Torah 

(teaching) and giving it to the priests, who carried the Ark, and to the Elders of Israel. 

And then we find the following verses that could come as a surprise to many: 

“Adonai said to Moses: you are soon to lie with your fathers. This people will thereupon go 

astray after the alien gods in their midst, in the land that they are about to enter; they will 

forsake Me and break My covenant that I made with them. Then My anger will flare up against 

them, and I will abandon them and hide My countenance from them.” (Deuteronomy 31:16-17) 

The Torah is anticipating God’s rage against Israel! 

In less than ten verses, the Torah text goes from one end to the opposite end. In connection 

with Moshe’s death, it starts reinforcing Joshua’s leadership, and then, abruptly goes all the 

way to anticipating the Children of Israel going astray and, as a response, God choosing to hide 

God’s face from them. All these in less than ten verses! 

Many of you might be familiar with this concept of God ‘hiding’ God’s face. Theologians use this 

image to explain God’s role during the Holocaust. God remained hidden during the Holocaust 

because God could not tolerate the evil shown by the perpetrators. 

Philosopher Martin Buber, in his book The Eclipse of God, brings this notion to a different level, 

as he addresses the loss if intimacy between God and us. 

Back to our Torah portion, there is a very interesting question that comes up as this dynamic of 

God hiding and disappearing is being unfolded. Will this act of God hiding, lead to the loss of 

Torah as an immediate consequence? Can Jews be faithful to Torah at the same time as they 

abandon God? 



This question becomes particularly relevant on this Shabbat, between Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur. How is your relationship with God? Regardless of how intimate or how distant this 

relationship appears to be, where do you place Torah in your value system? 

As we prepare for the New Year, spiritually and in every other way, the Torah invites us to re-

examine, both our relationship with God and our relationship with Torah. 

May you be inscribed in the Book of Life! 

Shabbat Shalom, Shanah Tovah and Hatimah Tovah! 
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