
This week’s Torah portion, Nasso, includes the challenging issue of Sotah, where an 
individual brings his wife’s behavior to the attention of one of the kohanim in the 
Temple. The kohen will give the suspected adulterous wife ‘cursed waters,’ which will 
either acquit or punish her. Beyond how questionable this ritual is, the Talmud brings 
up an interesting question. 
 
The Talmud asks if one Sotah ritual could be used for two suspected adulterous women 
at the same time. Why not save water and the Divine Name and have them both drink 
from one potion? 
 
In answering this question, the Talmud raises a serious concern against bundling 
mitzvot together. In order to make its point the Talmud uses the expression ‘ein osin 
mitzvot havilot havilot’ – bundling mitzvot is not recommended. 
 
In spite of the fact that this issue of Sotah has little or no applicability today, the 
question and the Talmudic answer against bundling mitzvot has a strong relevance 
when it comes to other mitzvot. 
 
The first scenario that comes to mind is encapsulated by a question that is often brought 
to my attention; ‘if I attend a funeral, once the funeral is over, is it ok for me to take 
advantage of the opportunity and visit other graves in that same cemetery? 
 
The answer is ‘No; it is not ok.’ Traditional Judaism rules against visiting other graves 
when you are there for a funeral. It is considered an act of disrespect for the person who 
has just been buried, to take advantage of that visit and visit other graves. This falls 
under the category of ‘ein osin mitzvot havilot havilot.’ 
 
Our minds are programmed to excel at multitasking. While we are on a Zoom call, we 
check our email on our phones and exchange text messages with friends. Multitasking 
might accomplish more at once, but it can cause us to miss the uniqueness of individual 
moments. 
 
When we pause and focus on individual mitzvot, one at a time, we give ourselves the 
opportunity to learn and to see the world in a sharper way — one full of experiences, 
scents and nuances that are unique to that mitzvah. 
 
The same principle applies to celebrating a wedding during Hol Hamoed, either Pesah 
or Sukkot. The Jewish wedding ceremony has a deep meaning and the so many different 
aspects of this simkhah cannot be bundled with the celebratory aspects of either one of 
these Holy Days. 
 
Rashi, a medieval Biblical and Talmudic scholar, explains that doing two mitzvot at once 
makes it look like you are trying to get the mitzvah over with, that each mitzvah is a 
“burden” one wants to shrug off. The idea of not bundling mitzvot reflects a theology of 
savoring—rather than “bearing”—mitzvot. 
 
The English language has several idioms that reflect the advantage of bundling: 



Fill two needs with one deed. 
One fell swoop. 
Kill two birds with one stone. 
To make two friends with one gift. 
 
Judaism, explicitly and unambiguously, rules against bundling; one mitzvah at a time! 
 
We give our full attention and dedication to each one of the mitzvot. Once that one 
mitzvah is completed, then we can go into the next one. 
 
Every week, Shabbat gifts us with a unique opportunity to experience this very relevant 
mitzvah, let’s enjoy it! 
 
Shabbat Shalom! 
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